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TWENTY-ONE  MILLION  POUNDS. 

That  is  the  sum  represented  by  the  exports  during  1903  of  British 
manufactured  goods  in  the  departments  of  trade  covered  by  the 
colonial  and  foreign  subscribers  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  exports  of  medicinal  preparations  alone  represent  a  daily 
turnover  of  4,000?. 

This  export-business  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  Merchant 
Shippers  of  the  United  Kingdom,  who  execute  the  indents. 

Manufacturers  and  merchants  who  supply  the  goods  will  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  placiDg  announcements  respecting  them 
before  the  shippers,  and  they  will  have  an  excellent  opportunity 
in  the  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
to  be  published  on  March  12,  1904.  The  Publisher  is  now  making 
arrangments  for  the  issue,  and  those  who  wish  to  secure  tpace  in 
it  should  address  him  without  delay. 


A  REPRINT. 

"  An  exposition  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  together  with 
notes  on  pharmacy  law,  and  other  legal  and  official 
matters  of  interest  to  chemists  and  druggists." 

We  have  had  a  limited  edition  of  this  important  section  of  the 
C.  &  D.  Diary,  1904,  reprinted,  and  can  supply  copies  at  Is.  each, 
post  free. 


Summary 


Another  Lead  in  Cream  of  Tartar  Case  is  reported  on 
p.  234,  and  more  will  be  heard  of. 

The  Names  of  those  who  passed  the  Institute  of  Chemistry 
examinations  are  printed  on  p.  223. 

The  Latest  Store  Prices  are  chiefly  alterations.  Cod-liver 
oil  is  now  Is.  Ad.  per  8-oz.  bottle  (p.  223). 

The  Proposals  for  the  alteration  of  the  Spectacle-makers' 
Company's  examination  are  mentioned  on  p.  223. 

The  Indian  Government  have  issued  new  regulations  with 
regard  to  the  sale  of  quinine  in  pice  packet3  (p.  241). 

The  education  of  M.P.s,  mortar-collecting,  and  Joseph 
Priestley  are  "  Xrayser's  "  subjects  this  week  (p.  237). 

The  Case  of  Bostock  v.  Nicholson  about  arsenical  vitriol  has 
been  decided  in  favour  of  the  plaintiffs  with  certain  reservations 
(p.  234). 

"  Absorbine  "  has  been  ordered  to  be  removed  from  the  Trade- 
marks Register  because  the  Judge  considered  it  is  not  an  invented 
word  (p.  233). 

There  is  scope  for  British  push  in  Spain,  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt 
thinks.  He  visited  the  Peninsula,  and  has  given  Liverpool 
chemists  the  benefit  of  his  experience  (p.  243). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Councillors  who  retire  next  May  are 
mentioned  on  p.  229.  The  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
John  Taylor  is  to  be  filled  up  next  month  (p.  228,'. 

Mr.  James  Reid  unmercifully,  but  with  humour,  chaffs 
territorial-representation  enthusiasts,  and  suggests  that  the  steam 
should  be  ustd  to  drive  the  legislation  engine  (p.  254). 

Cuff's  Fly- oil  has  brought  two  ironmongers  in  Maybole,  and 
an  assistant  of  each,  into  trouble  for  selling  it  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  17  of  the  1868  Pharmacy  Act  (p.  235), 

Mr.  Currie  complained  at  Wednesday's  Council-meeting  about 
the  publicity  given  to  Scotch  prosecutions  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  but  he  got  little  comfort  from  his  colleagues  (p.  229J. 

The  Tests  for  arsenic  were  discussed  at  this  week's  meeting  of 
the  London  Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Dr.  T.  E. 
Thorpe  giving  some  interesting  and  valuable  information  about 
zinc  for  use  in  arseniuretted-hydrogen  tests  (p.  242J. 

Our  Sympathies  and  Hopes  for  a  speedy  recovery  are  extended 
to  Mr.  Atkins  (President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  who, 
owing  to  a  painful  but  not  grave  illness,  was  prevented  from 
attending  this  week's  Council-meeting.  He  has  not  been  absent 
before  (p.  228). 

Dr.  Balfour  Marshall,  the  Privy  Council's  Visitor  to  the. 
Pharmaceutical  examinations  in  Edinburgh,  does  not  agree  with 
division  of  the  Minor,  and  wants  a  compulsory  curriculum 
(p.  228).  We  ask  Dr.  Marshall  why  he  denies  to  pharmacy 
students  a  privilege  he  had  as  a  medical  student  (p.  240). 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  is  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  Lough,  who 
has  the  support  of  all  last  year's  backers,  except  Mr.  John  Burns 
and  two  Scotch  members— Mr.  McCrae  (East  Edinburgh),  and' 
Mr.  Reid  (Greenock).  The  matter  was  discussed  at  the  Council- 
meeting  on  Wednesday  (p.  228).    We  comment  upon  it  on  p.  238. 

The  Writer  of  "Now  and  Then"  concludes  his  historical 
survey  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Act,  which  has  demonstrated  that 
the  craft-qualification  of  chemists  has  always  been  recogised  by 
the  Act,  and  that  this  is  an  asset  which  chemists  should  tenaci- 
ously retain  and  insist  upon  their  representatives  protecting 
(p.  236). 

The  Market-movements  this  week  include  a  reduction  of  h  i. 
per  oz.  in  German  quinine,  an  advance  of  Is.  3c?.  per  lb.  in  san- 
tonin, and  5s.  per  ton  in  copper  sulphate  Gentian,  golden  seal, 
and  vanillin  are  firmer;  cocoa-butter  and  potashes  are  easier. 
Cinnamom-leaf,  clove,  and  eucalyptus  oils  are  dearer.  An 
auctions  of  first  and  second  hand  drugs  was  held  to-day  (p.  249). 

"PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS,"  VOL.  2. 

This  supplementary  volume  is  now  in  the  press,  and  the  prcof- 
sheets  show  that  it  will  be  the  finest  book  of  recipes,  particulaily 
dealing  with  medicinal  specialities,  which  has  ever  been  published. 
The  price  will  be  10s.,  or  post-free  10.s.  6it\  This,  like  all  other 
C  &  D.  books,  will  bo  obtainable  as  soon  as  ready  through  most 
wholesale  houses  at  the  published  price, 

May  be  ordered  from  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C,  or 
From  any  of  the  wholesale  houses  mentioned  last  week, 
page  206. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Evan  Thomas  Lewis,  manufacturing  chemist,  Maerdy, 
was  fined  11.  at  Porth  on  January  28  for  not  displaying  a 
notice  respecting  the  employment  of  young  persons  in  his 
shop. 

bhortly  before  closing-time  on  Saturday,  January  30,  three 
youths,  armed  with  housebreaking-implements  and  a  lantern, 
were  found  concealed  in  the  cellar  beneath  the  premises  of 
Taylors'  Drug-stores  at  York. 

On  January  29  the  house  and  shop  of  Mr.  Frank  Bingham, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Wellgate,  Rotherham,  were  found  to 
'  h  tve  been  entered  and  ransacked  during  the  absence  of  the 
a-sistant,  who  lives  on  the  premises. 

Durham  County  Council  has  increased  the  salary  of 
Mr.  W.  F.  K.  Stock,  county  analyst,  from  200Z,  to  2501.  a 
year,  and  the  retaining-fee  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Wilson,  district 
agricultural  analyst,  from  10Z.  to  2AI.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Goddard  Clarke,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  the  Public  Control 
Committee  of  the  London  County  Council,  opened  a  new 
coroner's  court  and  weights  and  measures  office  for  the 
South-Eastern  district  at  Lamb  Lane,  Greenwich,  on 
January  29. 

Two  labourers  named  Sokell  and  Cadman  were  on 
February  2  committed  for  trial  on  a  charge  of  breaking  into 
the  premises  of  Humphrey  Davy  &  Son,  chemists,  Mas- 
borough  Street,  Rotherham,  and  stealing  twenty-four  combs, 
twelve  camel-hair  brushes,  thirty-six  baby-pacifiers,  and  a 
-stone  and  a  half  of  Spanish  juice,  v 

Two  young  men,  named  Bushnell  and  Christmas  re- 
spectively, were  committed  for  trial  at  the  Guildhall,  on 
Feb  uary  2,  charged  with  attempting  to  break  and  enter 
several  City  shops,  including  that  of  Messrs.  Oldfield, 
chemists,  Liverpool  Street,  where  they  are  alleged  to  have 
done  damage  to  the  amount  of  47.  15s. 

At  Exeter  Police  Court  on  January  30,  Albert  Es- 
wortby  was  fined  40i.,  inclusive  of  costs,  or  fourteen  days' 
imprisonment,  for  stealing  during  the  last  six  months  from 
97  Fore  Street  various  articles,  value  13*-.  6d.,  the  property  of 
Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  wholesale  chemists  and  druggists. 
Prisoner  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the  firm  for  eight  years, 
and  was  assistant  stockkeeper.  Articles  had  been  missed, 
including  bottles  of  panopepton. 

At  the  Shoreditch  County  Court,  on  January  23,  Mr.  C. 
Lewin,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Well  Street,  Hackney,  was 
committed  to  prison  for  ten  days  by  Judge  Smyly,  K.C.,  the 
order  being  suspended  for  one  month.  Plaintiff  said  that 
the  debt  was  for  seven  school  fees  for  the  defendant's  son's 
education,  and  he  could  easily  pay  as  he  had  one  of  the  best 
businesses  in  Hackney,  and  employed  one  assistant.  The 
defendant  did  not  appear,  so  the  reason  for  non-payment 
was  not  stated. 

A  Wine-licence. 

At  the  annual  Licensing  Sessions  at  Bolton,  on  February  1, 
William  B.  Rushton,  chemist  and  druggist,  applied  for  a 
licence  to  sell  wine  to  be  consumed  off  the  premises.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Hall,  who  appeared  for  the  applicant,  said  Mr.  Rushton 
desired  the  licence  in  ordev  to  enable  him  to  supply  me- 
dicated wines,  which  could  not  be  dispensed  by  chemists 
without  a  licence.  He  put  in  letters  from  Dr.  Lasletfc  and 
Dr.  Spencer  supporting  the  application,  both  stating  that 
i;  would  be  a  convenience  and  advantage  if  Mr.  Rushton 
could  supply  medicated  wines.  Applicant  produced  a  note 
from  a  medical  man  asking  for  the  purchase  of  wine  which 
he  was  unable  to  supply.  Questioned  by  Mr.  Coope,  witness 
said  he  would  give  an  undertaking  not  to  sell  anything  but 
medicated  wines.  He  was  not  anxious  to  push  the  wine 
business ;  he  simply  desired  that  he  should  not  be  incon- 
venienced. Mr.  Allan  Shaw  gave  evidence,  stating  that  if 
the  application  were  granted  a  necessity  would  be  met  in 
the  neighbourhood.    The  application  was  refused. 


Meetings  Next  Week. 

The  following:  notices  were  received  after  "  Coming 
Events  "  (page  255)  went  to  press  : 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association.— Dinner  postponed 
on  account  of  illness  of  Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. — Second  Cinderella  on 
February  11  at  the  Portrnan  Rooms.-  Tickets,  2s.  6(7.  each,  from 
Mr.  A.  Latreille,  48  Baker  Street,  W. 

Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Annual  meeting  at 
the  University  College  on  Wednesday,  February  10,  at  8.30  P.M. 
Agenda  :  Election  of  officers  and  usual  routine  business. 

Lincoln  and  District  Chemists'  Association.— Meeting  at 
the  Coffee  Palace  on  Thursday,  February  11,  at  eight  o'clock.  A 
paper,  "Privileges  and  Obligations  of  the  Pharmacist,"  by  J.  T. 
Birkbeck,  Divisional  Secretary. 

North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Association. — General  meet- 
ing at  the  Roebuck  Hotel,  Stoke-on-Trent,  on  Thursday,  Feb- 
ruary 11,  at  6.30  p.m.  Business  :  Mr.  Cornwell  will  move  a  resolu- 
tion in  favour  of  compulsory  early-closing. 

West  Ham  and  District  Chemists'  Association. — Special 
meeting  on  Thursday,  February  11,  at  the  Earlham  Hall,  Forest 
Gate,  at  3  p.m.  Agenda :  Resumption  of  discussion  on  Mr. 
Savage's  motion  re  "Breaking  Bulk";  co-operative  buying;  to 
consider  the  desirability  of  another  smoking-concert  before  the 
annual  meeting  in  March ;  to  consider  a  letter  from  the  Reading 
and  District  Chemists'  Association  ;  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  amending  Rule  2  by  allowing  the  admission  of  chemists' 
assistants  as  "  associates." 

Speetaclemakers'  Company. 

The  report  of  the  sight-testing  committee  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  the  C.  4'  January  23,  page  108, 
has  now  been  made  public.  The  chief  alteration  in  the 
company's  scheme  is  embodied  in  the  following  paragraph  : 

Two  forms  of  examinations  to  be  held — viz.  :  (a)  For  pro- 
ficiency in  general  optics  ;  (6)  for  proficiency  in  sight-testing. 
The  sight-testing  diploma  to  be  held  subject  to  similar  regula- 
tions as  the  present  optical  diploma,  and  to  contain  the  following 
additional  stipulation— viz. :  The  holder  shall  refer  to  a  medical 
practitioner  —  (rt )  All  cases  in  which  the  optician  is  not  convinced 
his  tests  have  resulted  in  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  refraction, 
as,  for  example,  in  the  case  of  a  young  eye  where  a  considerable 
error  may  be  latent ;  (b)  all  cases  presenting  muscular  or  struc- 
tural abnormalities  so  marked  as  to  suggest  that  surgical  or 
medical  treatment  may  be  called  for ;  (c)  all  cases  in  which,  after 
correction  by  lenses,  the  acuteness  of  vision  remains  sub-normal  ; 
(d)  all  cases  presenting  any  apparent  symptom  of  disease. 

The  committee  also  recommend  that  a  further  modified 
examination  for  the  present  optical  diploma  should  be  held 
for  those  members  of  the  industry  who  desire  to  obtain  a 
sight-testing  diploma.  Such  candidates  would  have  to  show 
that  they  have  been  engaged  as  masters  or  principal  assis- 
tants in  selling  spectacles  for  ten  years,  and  are  not  under 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  The  modified  examination,  it  is 
further  suggested,  should  be  discontinued  after  five  years. 

Ii.C.C.  Items. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on 
February  2,  the  Water  Committee  recommended  that  the 
chemist  should,  at  a  cost  of  307.  a  week  (to  be  defrayed  by 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Board),  continue  the  examination  of 
water  from  the  Thames  and  the  Lee  above  the  water-com- 
panies' intakes. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  Establishment  Committee  re- 
ported that  the  chemist  had  represented  to  them  that, 
owing  to  the  great  amount  of  photographic  work  devolving 
upon  the  Department,  and  also  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  samples  of  stores,  food,  &c,  which  have  to  be  chemically 
examined,  it  was  necessary  that  two  temporary  assistants 
should  be  employed  for  a  further  term  of  six  months.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  application  be  acceded  to. 

Analysts'  Eeports. 

The  samples  of  drugs  taken  in  Notts  last  quarter  for 
analysis  comprised  three  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  and  two  of 
laudanum,  all  of  which  were  genuine. 

Dr.  Bostock  Hill,  analyst  for  the  county  of  Warwick,  in  his 
quarterly  report  states  that  with  the  drugs  a  sample  of 
ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine  was  received,  and  this  he 
found  to  be  deficient  in  6  per  cent,  of  quinine,  and  to  contain 
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an  excess  of  ammonia,  the  excess,  however,  beino-  small  He 
desired  the  inspector,  therefore,  to  call  upon  the  vendor  a 
druggist,  and  ask  for  his  observations  on  the  matter  The 
chemist  stated  that  by  inadvertence  he  had  made  up  the 
sample  at  the  time  by  the  o'd  and  now  superseded  Phar- 
macopoeia. On  referring  to  this  he  (Dr.  Hill)  found  that 
this  was  probable,  and  he  therefore  recommended  the  in- 
spector to  caution  the  druggist  to  use  more  care  in  the 
preparation  of  similar  compounds  in  future.  The  sample  of 
seidlitz-powders  submitted  also  showed  a  want  of  care  in 
weighing  out  the  powders,  as  one  of  them  contained  12  per 
cent,  m  excess  of  tartaric  acid,  due,  no  doubt,  not  to  a  desire 
tor  adulteration,  but  to  slip-shod  methods  in  pharmacy 
which  were  much  to  be  regretted.  ' 

The  Kochdale  Analyst  Piqued. 
The  Rochdale  borough  analyst  (Mr.  T.  Stenhouse),  in  his 
quarterly  report  to  the  Health  Committee  of  the  town,  states 
that  the  samples  analysed  during  the  three  months  which 
ended  December  31,  1903,  included  four  of  sweet  nitre,  four 
of  camphorated  oil,  and  two  of  cascara  sagrada.  He 
proceeds :  ° 

Of  the  sweet  nitre  samples  three  were  of  full  strength  and  of 
fthPr  Mf'    -   V  f  "?r?le'  however>  »W  deficient  in  nitrous 

ZTJllZ  f,TtCent0a.the  <3«antity  P^sent  in  freshly. made 
EtS  ?  i  prop"  strenSth-  Though  the  analysis  was  not 
disputed,  yet  because  my  eert.ficate  did  not  contain  the  statement 

inT,w°  ;P-  iad  ta,ke?  p'ace  in  the  institution  of  the  sample 
nte  enug  with  its  analys.s,"  the  case  was  dismissed,  in  spite  of 
£!f  t  *i  that,n0  Cl.ia°ge  ^'erfering  with  the  analysis  could  possibly 
have  taken  place  m  the  short  time  elapsing  between  the  purchase 
and  the  analys.s  To  satisfy  all  legal  requirements  on  this  point 
W  /°ert:f?te3  °f  alteration  will  in  future  contain  the 
above  statement,  however  unchangeable  the  article  may  be  The 
same  vendor  was  proceeded  against  for  selling  camphorated  oil 
winch  was  deficient  m  camphor  to  the  extent  of  at  least  11  per 
cent  the  other  drug-samp'.es  were  of  full  strength  and  in 
accordance  with  the  standards  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

Money-orders  for  Places  Abroad. 
The  Post  Office  notifies  that  the  advices  of  money-orders 
payable  abroad  have  to  pass  through  the  Chief  Money-order 
Office,  London,  before  being  despatched  to  their  destination 
and  orders  should,  therefore,  be  taken  out  at  least  a  day  (or 
in  remote  places,  two  days)  before  mail-day. 


In  Branch  "  E  "  (analysis  of  food  and  drugs  and  of  water 
including  examination  in  therapeutics,  pharmacology  and 
microscopy),  on  January  5  to  January  9,  four  candidates 
presented  themselves,  and  three  passed— viz.  : 

Ball,  J.  H.,  B.Sc.  (Vict.),  University  College,  Liverpool. 
Shrewsbury,  H.  S.,  University  College,  Nottingham. 
Watt,  H.  E.,  M.So.  (Durham  College  of  Science,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne). 

For  the  Fellowship  (F.T.C)  three  candidates  were  exa- 
mined, and  two  passed—viz.  :  Harold  Hibbert,  M.Sc.  (Vict  ) 
Owens  College,  Manchester,  and  Univ.  Coll.,  Aberystwyth,  in 
Branch  "  D  "  (organic^  chemistry)  ;  and  in  Branch  "E" 
(analysis  of  food  and  drugs  and  of  water,  including  exa- 
mination in  therapeutics,  pharmacology,  and  microscopy), 
E.  W.  Lucas,  School  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  London! 

Store-prices. 

The  alterations  in  prices  in  the  February  issue  of  the 
"  Army  and  Navy  Stores  Circular  "  include  the  following  < 

Izal  disinfectant  and  powder,  Ud.  ;  Brompton  Hospital 
lozenges,  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  ;  lithia  powders  for  seltzogene  (3  pimV  9<7 
(5-pint)  Is.,  (8-pint)  Is.  6d.  per  box  of  twelve  ;  Sparklets  syphon' 
2s.  6d. ;  lavender  water  (treble-distilled  Mitcham',  6s.  6d.  par  pint' 
bottle;  chamois  handkerchiefs,  3d.  :  cod-liver  oil  (finest  Nor- 
wegian), Is.  4<Z,  per  8-oz.  bottle,  2s.  6U  per  16-oz,  bottle,  4s.  lid. 
per  32-03  bottle,  23s.  per  gallon  jar  (jar,  Is.  extra,  non-return- 
able);  refined  veterinary,  14s.  per  gal.  (tin  Bd.  extra,  non-return- 
able) ;  "Gem"  pure-water  still  (for  family  use),  31s.  Bd.  each  • 
"  Electrotoniu  "  battery,  27s.',  complete. 

The  February  list  of  the  Civil  Service  Supply  Association 
shows  advances  in  the  prices  of  Izal  {lid.  per  bottle),  of 
Bow's  liniment  (2s.  4i.  per  bottle),  of  saffron  (5:1.  per  4  oz., 
3s.  per  oz.),  and  of  Jewsbury  &  Brown's  Oriental  toolh-paste 
(Is.  Ud.  per  bottle)  ;  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  Lanoline 
ichthyol  soap  (6d.  per  tablet)  ;  and  that  large  tins  (at  9.1.)  of 
menthol  snuff  have  been,  taken  out  of  the  list.  The  cod- 
liver  oil  prices  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  A.  &  N.  stores 
(quoted  above),  with  the  exception  that  the  32-oz.'  bottle 
at  the  CS.SA.is  only  4s,  10J.  aud  that  the  gallon  jars  are 
returnable. 

Sheffield  IsTotes. 


Institute  of  Chemistry  Examinations. 

At  the  Intermediate  examination  held  from  January  5 
to  January  8  fifteen  candidates  presented  themselves  and 
eleven  passed— viz. : 

Collins,  S.  W.,  King's  College,  London. 

Cnchton  D.  C,  University  College,  Dundee. 

Deane,  H,  B  Sc.  (Loud.),  School  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 

Dickinson,  C.,  B.Sc.  (Vict.),  Yorkshire  College,  Leeds. 

UodsoD,  J.  A,  Finsbury  Technical  College,  London. 

Goodwm,  H.  W  ,  University  College,  Nottioghim. 

Holborow,  A.  G,  Merchant  Venturers'  Technical  College 
Bristol,  and  Glasgow  Technical  College.  °  ' 

James,  C,  University  College,  Loncfon. 

Laws,  H.  E.,  University  College,  Nottingham, 
p  Iq'     '  Klng's  ColleSe>  London,  and  under  J.  Falconer  King, 

Rhodes,  E.,  B.Sc.  (Vict.),  Yorkshire  College,  Leeds. 

For  the  Final  examination  for  A.I.C.  in  Branch  "A" 
(mineral  chemistry),  on  January  12  to  January  15,  six  can- 
didates presented  themselves,  and  four  passed— viz. : 

Byles,  D.  B.,  University  College,  London. 

Carter  A.  C,  University  College,  London. 

txray,  James,  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Technical  College 
Lond°on      '      '  AsS°°'R-C'Sc-  (Lo^.),  Royal  College  of  Science, 

In  Branch  "D"  (organic  chemistry),  on  the  same  date, 
eleven  candidates  presented  themselves,  and  six  passed— 
viz. :  r 

Barrowcliff,  M.,  University  College,  Nottingham. 

Fairhali,  E.  J  A.C  G.L,  Central  Technical  College,  London. 

Littlebury,  W.  O.,  University  College,  Nottingham. 

CoHnf  q"*'      t8  f  M-  G"  Ass°c-^C.Sc.  (Loud.),  Royal 
College  of  Science,  London 

Leeas°Iefield'  F''  B'S°-  (L°nd'  and    Vi0t,)>  Y°rksl»«>  College, 
Stevenson,  H  ,  University  College,  Nottingham. 


The  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society,  fixed  for  Wednesday,  February  10,  "and  at  which 
Mr.  George  Squire  was  to  read  a  paper  on  "  Medicine  Stamp- 
duty,"  has  been  postponed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Traders'  Association  lor  Sheffield, 
held  in  Sheffield  on  January  28,  co-operative  trading,  Sunday 
trading,  municipal  trading,  and  street-hawkers  were  suc- 
cessively denounced  as  hampering  legitimate  trade  by  the 
genuine  trader.  A  sub- committee  was'appointed  to  consider 
the  various  questions  and  to  make  suggestions.  A  resolution 
adverse  to  the  "  CO.D."  system  was  adopted. 

The  Yorkshire  Naturalists'  Union  held  their  forty-second 
annual  meeting  in  Sheffield  on  January  29,  on  the  invitation  of 
the  Sheffield  Naturalists'.  Club.  Two  interesting  facts  re- 
ported at  the  sectional  meetings  were  the  discovery  for  the 
first  time  of  the  Itumev.  limosus,  growing  at  Skipworth,  and' 
the  important  captures  reported  by  the  entomological  section 
of  Xi/loplmsia  zo?lickrfe'ri,  at  Middlesborough,  this  being  only 
the  third  British  specimen  on' record.  At  the  general  meeting 
of  the  Union,  held  in  the '  evening,  there  were  present 
Messrs.  John  Austen,  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  T.  Dobb,  and 
A  Russell  Fox.  Among  the  objects  sent  for  microscopical 
inspection,  and  specimens  for  exhibition,  were  crystals  from 
Mr.  Austen  and  miscellaneous  objects  from  Mr.  Newsholme. 

The  Ecclesall  Bierlow  (Sheffield)  Board  of  Guardians 
recently  sent  the  resident  medical  officer  of  their  workhouse, 
Dr.  W.  Brander,  to  visit  two  phthisical  sanatoria  in  Scotland— 
viz.,  "Nordrach-on-Dee,"  Banchory,  N.B.,  and  Auchterhouse, 
near  Dundee— with  the  object  of  investigating  in  a  practical 
way,  as  far  as  possible,  the  latest  principles  of  the  c  pen- 
air  treatment  of  phthisis,  which  might  be  useful  in  the 
treatment  of  the  consumptive  poor.  In  the  course  of  a  leE^ihy  • 
report,  the  medical  officer  confessed  that  his  enlightenment 
was  not  as  anticipated,  owing  to  the  fact  that  almost  all 
patients  in  the  sanatoria  were  suffering  from  consumption  in 
the  earlier  stages,  whereas  the  cases  under  treatment  in  the 
hospitals  of  this  workhouse  were  invariably  in  the  later 
stages  of  the  disease.    He  made  various  suggestions  as  the 
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result  of  his  observations,  which  are  to  bo  considered  by  the 
Board  at  a  future  meeting. 

Poor-law  Notes. 

The  appointment  of  Mr,  Montague  G.  Smith,  dispenser  at 
the  Lswisham  Infirmary,  as  hospital-clerk,  has  been 
approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Rotherham  Board  of  Guardians  on 
February  1,  it  was  reported  that  details  of  the  cost  of  drugs 
in  various  years  had  been  given  to  the  committee.  The 
Board  considered  there  had  been  a  serious  increase,  and 
intimated  that  the  subject  would  be  discussed  at  a  future 
meeting. 

The  Holywell  Guardians  having  decided  to  reduce  the 
fee  of  the  public  vaccinator  to  3s.  from  5s.  and7»\  6d.,  the 
Local  Government  Board  wro'.e  declining  to  sanction  any 
departure  from  the  charges  fixed  by  them.  Only  one 
medical  man  (Dr.  Jones)  had  accepted  the  terms  of  the 
Guardians,  and  he  was  appointed,  Mr.  John  Lewis  remarking 
that  the  Guardians  intended  to  aci  independently  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Football. 

An  Inter-Pharmacy  League-match,  Square  v.  Metros,  was 
played  at  Acton  on  January  30,  in  spite  of  the  adverse 
condition  of  the  weather  and  the  sodden  state  of  the  ground. 
The  Square  lost  the  toss,  and  started  the  ball  down  hill, 
against  the  wind.  The  game  began  evenly ;  the  home  team 
scored  the  first  goal,  and  their  opponents  soon  drew  equal. 
Before  half-time  the  Square  secured  two  more  goals.  On 
resumption  of  play,  the  Square  pressed  the  visitors  very  hard, 
and  increased  their  lead  by  another  goal.  Soon  after,  from 
a  rush,  the  Metros  again  found  the  net.  Then,  owing  to  the 
intense  cold,  several  members  of  the  Metros'  team  left  the 
field,  and  on  this  account  the  referee  stopped  the  match 
•fifteen  minutes  before  time,  the  score  then  being  Square  7, 
Metros  Z.  The  following  were  responsible  for  the  scoring  : 
Hewlett  (3),  Dewhurst  (2),  Walker  (1),  Watkins  (1). 

Inspecting  Aerated-water | Factories. 

At  Tuesday's  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council,  in 
the  report  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  it  was  stated 
there  was  no  information  as  to  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  promote  legislation  in  regard 
to  inspecting  aerated-water  factories  and,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  Dr.  Hamer's  report  to  the  Council  showed 
that  there  are  many  possible  sources  of  pollution  of  aerated 
waters  during  the  process  of  manufacture,  and  that  in  par- 
ticular instances  risk  of  contamination  is  not  adequately 
guarded  against,  the  committee  think  that  it  is  advisable 
that  the  Council  should  again  communicate  with  the  Local 
Government  Board,  urging  the  importance  of  the  matter  and 
asking  whether  it  is  the  Board's  intention  to  introduce  a  Bill 
on  the  subject  in  the  forthcoming  Session  of  Parliament. 
The  recommendation  was  agreed  to  without  discussion. 

The  Child  and  the  Tabloids. 

An  inquest  was  held  by  Coroner  Forbes  at  the  Town  Hall, 
Wood  Green,  on  February  1,  respecting  the  death  of  Leslie 
Gilmour  Laird  (sixteen  months).  The  mother  of  the  child 
stated  that  on  January  30  her  little  boy  was  left  by  himself 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  when  she  returned  to  the  room 
where  he  was  she  observed  some  tabloids  and  a  tin  lying  on 
the  floor.  She  was  remonstrating  with  the  child  for  touch- 
ing the  tabloids,  which  were  kept  in  a  cupboard  under  the 
dresser,  when  he  suddenly  doubled  up,  screamed,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  in  agony.  She  was  aware  the  tabloids  con- 
tained strychnine.  Her  husband  brought  them  home  last 
August,  and  they  were  used  as  a  tonic.  On  realising  the 
condition  of  her  child  she  sent  for  a  doctor  and  a  nurse. 
The  father  of  the  deceased  stated  that  a  friend  of  his 
recommended  him  to  try  Easton's-syrup  tabloids.  He 
accordingly  obtained  a  bottle  of  100,  but  they  did  not 
appear  to  have  any  effect  on  him  or  his  wife.  He  knew  the 
tabloids  contained  strychnine.  Dr.  Mailer  stated  that  when 
he  arrived  a  few  minutes  after  being  summoned  he  found 
the  child  showing  signs  of  strychnine-poisoning.  He  tried 
artificial  means  of  respiration,  but  without  success.  The 
tabloids  contained  anything  from  a  fiftieth  to  a  hundredth 


part  of  a  grain  of  strychnine.  It  was,  however,  difficult  to 
say  actually  how  many  would  kill  a  child.  By  the  material 
that  oosed  from  the  deceased's  mouth  it  was  evident  he  must 
have  swallowed  several.  They  were  sugar-coated,  and  would 
be  found  pleasant  to  swallow.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict 
of  strychnine-poisoning  through  misadventure. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Wills,  formerly  a  chemical-manufacturer,  died 
worth  45,956?. 

Mr.  A.  Southall's  son-in-law,  Mr.  Barron  Cadbury,  has  given 
6,000?.  to  erect  a  refreshment-hall,  tea-rooms,  and  other 
visitors'  accommodation  at  Rednal. 

The  West  Bromwich  Watch  Committee  have  decided  to 
recommend  the  Council  to  memorialise  Parliament  in  favour 
of  a  Bill  for  the  compulsory  adoption  of  the  metric  system. 

The  Governors  of  the  University  met  on  Thursday,  when 
the  Principal  hinted  that  a  Faculty  of  Agriculture  is  to  be 
founded,  to  which  will  be  attached  a  school  of  veterinary 
medicine. 

The  work  of  Sutton  Dispensary  grows  apace,  and  with 
2,388  members  on  the  books  (the  highest  since  its  founda- 
tion in  1889)  must  give  the  medical  men  and  their  able 
dispenser — Miss  Fanny  Type,  chemist  and  druggist — plenty 
of  work  to  do. 

Mr.  Atkins,  who  closed  his  pharmacy  some  weeks  ago, 
did  not  live  long  to  enjoy  freedom  from  the  cares  of  business. 
He  had  been  ill  some  months,  and  was  removed  on  the 
ambulance  to  his  daughter's  house  at  Handsworth,  and  died 
a  few  days  afterwards. 

Under  the  will  of  Mr.  Samuel  Shakespear,  who  died  in 
October  last  leaving  estate  valued  at  nearly  30,000?.,  amongst 
the  beneficiaries  is  his  nephew,  Mr.  William  Shakespear, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  occupies  a  responsible  position 
in  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Hedges  &  Son. 

At  the  Mineral-waters  Trade  Association  meeting  held 
last  week  it  was  stated  that  one  firm  of  aerated-water 
makers  had  dropped  30  000?.  per  annum  out  of  its  profits 
during  the  past  two  years  as  the  result  of  the  sugar-tax. 
It  was  agreed  to  petition  for  its  repeal. 

A  new  form  of  advertisement  for  a  medicinal  remedy  is 
parading  our  principal  streets.  It  consists  of  a  small  donkey 
and  cart,  the  former  equipped  with  a  large  tinned-iron 
"  nose-bag,"  and  the  latter  beplastered  with  the  virtues  of 
this  wonderful  cure.    The  attendant  distributes  bills. 

There  are  many  young  men  in  our  midst  who,  having 
qualified  and  made  themselves  familiar  with  all  branches  of 
their  calling,  are  anxious  to  begin  business  on  their  own 
account,  and  owing  to  badness  of  trade  there  is  no  lack  of 
businesses  in  the  market,  but  "goodwill"  seems  to  frighten 
them  off. 

The  Sands  Cox  Nechells  Dispensary,  of  which  Mr.  Josiah 
Austen  is  Hon.  Secretary,  reports  a  favourable  year.  The 
objects  of  the  institution  are  to  provide  proper  medical 
attention  and  comforts  for  the  artisan  class  at  a  cost  within 
their  reach,  and  to  secure  for  them  the  services  of  the 
trained  district  nurses. 

A  "Mail"  reporter,  struck  with  the  "  irivj.  or  ni61 "  case, 
called  at  17  Bull  Street,  and  was  told  that  at  least  once  a 
week  they  have  to  refer  to  the  writer  of  the  prescription  to 
know  what  is  intended.  This  is  a  small  percentage,  for  "  in 
an  establishment  like  this  we  dispense  hundreds  of  pre- 
scriptions in  that  time." 

The  advocates  of  a  compulsory  curriculum  in  pharmacy 
should  study  the  results  of  the  examinations  in  those  pro- 
fessions in  which  a  curriculum  is  demanded.  In  the 
Christmas  examinations  of  a  certain  branch  of  the  medical 
profession  132  presented  themselves,  and  only  23  passed. 
Birmingham  sent  4,  and  only  1  passed,  and  he  had  received 
private  tuition. 

The  half-yearly  list  of  local  securities  showing  rates  of 
interest  has  been  issued.  The  following  of  pharmacy  interest 
may  be  quoted:  Southall's  (4?.  9s.  3d.),  Avery  (4?.  8.?.), 
A.  Bird  &  Sons  (4?.  13s.  3d.),  Birmingham  Household  Supply 
(3?.  14s.),  Chance  &  Hunt  (4?.  Is.),  Docker  Brothers  (4?.  9s.) 
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Hill,  Evans  &  Co.  (HI.  9s.  3rl.),  Holbrookes  (51. 19s.),  Singleton 
&  Cole  (51.  lis.  6i.),  and  Wright,  Bindley  &  Gell  (soap,  glue, 
Jtcc.)  (61.  13s.  3d.). 

Although  the  Birmingham  suburbs  have  grown  up  and 
extended  very  rapidly,  few  can  compare  with  King's  Norton, 
which  is  now  twenty-seven  times  as  large  as  it  was  fen 
years  ago,  a  rate  of  progress  which  is  officially  believed  to 
have  broken  the  record  of  the  country.  The  population 
was  180  in  1891,  and  is  now  4,840.  These  are  served  by  two 
chemists— Mr.  Bloomfield  (who  purchased  Mr.  Worthington 
Beech's  shop)  and  Mr.  Walter  Johnson.  Both  have  very 
handsome  and  commodious  premises  and  do  a  high-class 
trade.  Mr.  Beech  has  left  the  ranks  of  pharmacy  and 
entered  those  of  photography  at  the  same  place.  He  is  a 
son  of  Mr.  Beech,  King's  Heath,  who  formerly  had  a  branch 
shop  in  Mary  Street,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  F. 
Earlow  as  a  branch  shop. 

The  Chemist  Commended. 
At  the  City  Coroner's  Court  on  January  28,  Dr.  F.  J. 
Waldo  resumed  the  inquest  on  the  body  of  Alexander  Clark 
(62),  a  City  bank-clerk,  whose  death  was  reported  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  January  9,  page  38.  On  Decem- 
ber 29  the  deceased  entered  the  shop  of  Mr.  William  Elston, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  New  Broad  Street,  E  C.  (trading  as 
Geo.  Boor  &  Co.),  and  complained  of  feeling  half- suffocated. 
He  asked  for  a  draught  to  clear  his  throat.  Mr.  Elston  saw 
that  the  man  was  really  dying,  so  he  hurriedly  called  a  cab, 
and  sent  the  gentleman  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  but 
he  expired  on  the  way.  Miss  Sophia  Clark,  a  sister  of  the 
deceased,  said  her  brother  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  drags, 
pills,  and  lozenges  to  keep  up  his  vitality,  but  she  could 
not  say  what  drugs  he  took.  Mr.  Elston  said  he  never  sold 
a  poison  to  the  deceased  to  his  knowledge,  and  had  no  entry 
in  his  books  of  having  ever  sold  the  deceased  a  drug  of  any 
kind.  He  had  sold  him  Geraudel's  pastilles  and  liquorice 
lozenges,  but  on  the  day  of  his  death  he  was  not  served  with 
anything.  Dr.  Frederick  Womack,  pathologist  and  analyst 
to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  said  he  found  no  trace  of 
poison  whatever  in  the  deceased's  organs.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  death  was  due  to  heart-failure  caused  by  laryngitis. 
The  Coroner  said  the  evidence  clearly  exonerated  the 
chemist  from  any  suspicion  of  having  given  the  deceased 
any  drug,  and  he  hoped  the  jury  would  not  overlook  the 
prompt  action  of  Mr.  Elston,  which  might  have  saved  the 
man's  life.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  natural  death, 
and  added  that  they  considered  Mr.  Elston  had  shown  the 
■deceased  very  prompt  consideration. 

A  Chemist's  Wife's  Death. 
At  the  Kensington  Coroner's  Court  on  February  3,  Mr. 
C  L.  Drew  opened  an  inquiry  with  reference  to  the  death  of 
Annie  Elizabeth  Bowen  (29),  the  wife  of  Isaac  Bowen, 
chemist  and  druggist,  37  Golborne  Road,  North  Kensington. 
Evidence  was  given  to  the  effect  that  deceased  was  Mr. 
Bowen's  cousin,  and  had  been  his  housekeeper  for  four 
years.  Three  weeks  ago  they  were  married,  and  about  that 
time  deceased  thought  she  was  pregnant.  Deceased  had  a 
•miscarriage,  and  a  doctor  and  a  nurse  were  sent  for.  The 
nurse  deposed  that  when  called  on  January  23  she  was  told 
deceased  had  had  a  miscarriage.  She  said  she  had  been 
.pregnant  two  months.  She  never  said  anything  about  a  fall 
or  injury,  and  never  said  the  cause  of  the  miscarriage.  She 
had,  however,  used  an  enema  for  constipation.  Dr.  Edward 
D.  Keane  said  he  was  called  after  the  miscarriage  and  saw 
the  foetus,  which  was  about  three  months'  gestation.  He 
was  told  deceased  had  had  cascara  tabloids,  and  had  used  an 
enema  for  constipation.  Dr.  Conry  also  saw  her ;  but  her 
temperature  rose,  there  was  an  offensive  discharge  and  rigors, 
and  Mr.  Percy  Dunn  was  called  in  consultation.  Witness 
understood  she  had  been  given  a  drug  (ergot)  by  her  husband 
three  weeks  before,  but  saw  no  mark  of  injury,  and  was  not 
satisfied  as  to  the  cause  of  the  abortion.  The  enema  and 
cascara  were  not  dangerous  in  a  case  of  pregnancy,  and  the 
drug  given  three  weeks  before  would  have  no  effect  on  a 
healthy  woman.  Mr.  Hugh  Percy  Dunn,  F.R  C.S.,  said  his 
autopsy  showed  general  peritonitis  arising  directly  from  a 
retained  portion  of  the  iplacenta,  which  was  under- 
going disintegration.  There  was  no  sign  of  injury 
or    of    drugs.      Death    in    his    opinion    was    due  to 


peritonitis  following  abortion.  There  was  nothing  to  show 
whether  this  arose  naturally  or  unnaturally.  A  fall  a  fort- 
night before  would  not  be  the  cause,  neither  was  the  drug  said 
to  have  been  given.  Isaac  Bowen,  who  gave  evidence  under 
caution,  said  deceased,  who  was  his  housekeeper,  told  him  on 
January  4  that  she  was  pregnant,  and  he  at  once  made 
arrangements  and  they  were  married  on  January  10. 
Deceased  had  several  falls  on  the  stairs  in  a  fainting  con- 
dition. She  was  constipated  a  fortnight,  and  he  gave  her 
two  2-gr.  doses  of  cascara,  which  had  no  effect,  and  he  then 
gave  an  enema  after  a  glycerin  suppository.  About  No- 
vember 29,  when  she  appeared  to  be  anaemic,  he  gave  her 
iron  pills.  She  was  anxious  as  to  her  condition,  and  he  told 
her  she  was  only  bloodless.  She  urged  him  to  give  her 
something  to  bring  about  a  natural  result,  but  he  said  there 
was  nothing  he  could  give.  Later  she  asked  for  ergot,  and 
to  pacify  her  he  gave  her  10  minims.  She  continually  com- 
plained of  pains  in  her  back,  and  he  advised  her  to  go  to  Dr. 
Conry.  He  said  she  was  amemic,  and  ordered  aloes-and-iron 
pills.    The  inquiry  was  adjourned. 

Poisonings. 

Six  of  the  fifteen  deaths  from  poisoning  that  have  occurred 
since  our  last  report  were  caused  by  carbolic  acid.  The 
tragedies  took  place  at  Stanton-by-Dale  (where  Lucy 
Farnworth,  a  young  domestic  servant,  poisoned  herself  in 
church),  at  Toxteth  (the  victim  being  Richard  Bibby),  at 
Leicester  (where  a  tobacconist  named  Baines  stood  with  a 
glass  of  the  acid  in  his  hand  for  two  hours  hesitating  to 
drink),  at  Lambeth  (where  Mary  Rogers  poisoned  herself  in 
a  fit  of  depression),  at  Cwmaman  (the  suicide  being  Alfred 
George  Davey),  and  at  Brynmawr  (where  for  some  un- 
explainable  reason  John  Thompson  Mudie,  a  Scotch 
draper's  assistant,  drank  some  of  the  acid).— Two  cases  of 
laudanum-poisoning  are  reported.  At  Retford,  an  overdose 
was  taken  by  William  Betts,  a  railway  employe,  who  was  in 
the  habit  of  taking  the  narcotic  to  induce  sleep,  and  at 
Waldons,  near  Iddlesleigh,  an  old  woman  named  Elizabeth 
Mills  deliberately  drank  a  large  quantity.— A  tape-labourer 
named  Tillotson  poisoned  himself  with  oxalic  acid  at 
Nelson. —At  Bracebridge,  near  Lincoln,  William  James 
Pacy,  printer,  drank  a  fatal  solution  of  cyanide 
of  potassium.  At  the  inquest  on  January  22,  Dr.  Jagger,  who 
had  conducted  a  post-mortem  examination,  said  he  had  found 
in  the  stomach  a  copious  quantity  of  the  poison.  _  It  gave  all 
the  reactions  necessary  to  prove  its  presence.  Witness  said 
the  tablets,  in  which  form  the  poison  would  possibly  be 
bought  by  the  man,  could  be  bought  without  signing  for. 
They  contained  enough  poison  to  kill  hundreds  of  people.  The 
Coroner  said  this  was  rather  dangerous  knowledge  to  get 
abroad,  and  that  the  police  had  made  inquiry  of  the  chemists 
of  Lincoln  to  know  from  whom  the  poison  had  been  purchased, 
but  apparently  deceased  had  bought  none  for  a  long 
time.— An  inquest  was  held  at  Newport  (Mon.)  on  Febru?  ry  2 
touching  the  death  of  a  jobbing  gardener  named  William 
Davies.  Deceased  shortly  after  he  returned  home  on 
Saturday  night  became  very  ill,  and  on  his  wife  asking  what 
was  the  matter  he  said  that  he  had  taken  a  seidlitz  powder. 
A  neighbour  who  was  called  in  saw  from  the  powder  left  in 
a  glass  which  deceased  had  used  that  it  was  not  seidlitz, 
and  pressed  him  to  say  what  he  had  taken.  He  then  replied, 
"  Strychnine,  I  think.''  Mr.  A.  Smith,  chemist,  High  Street, 
said  the  deceased  came  into  his  shop  for  6  gr.  of  strychnine, 
stating  that  he  wanted  it  to  mix  with  meal  to  kill  rats. 
Witness  suggested  phosphor-paste,  but  Davies  said  that  was 
not  strong  enough.  Witness  then  supplied  him  with  the 
strychnine,  which  he  packed  in  paper  similar  in  appearance  to 
seidlitz-paper.  Dr.  Hurley  said  death  was  due  to  poisoning  by 
strychnine,  h  gr.  of  which  was  sufficient  to  kill  an  adult. 
Strychnine-powder  was  white,  as  was  also  seidlitz-powder, 
and  it  was  possible  that  deceased  mad  t  a  mistake  in  taking 
the  one  for  the  other.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  that 
deceased  had  died  from  strychnine-poisoning,  but  from  the 
evidence  they  were  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  took  it 
knowingly  —At  an  inquest  held  at  Westminster  on  Feb- 
ruary 3  on  the  body  of  Agnes  Charlotte  Humphries  (33), 
Dr  Swete  Evans,  of  St.  George's  Hospital,  stated  that 
deceased  died  at  that  institution,  fifty-two  hours  after  ad- 
mission, from  narcotic  poison.  Sulphonal  taken  in  sufficient 
quantity  would  be  a  narcotic  poison ;  it  was  possible  that 
deceased  had  taken  200  gr.    It  was  an  extremely  interesting 
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persons  were  to  whom  the  liquid  was  sold  and  for  what 
purpose  it  was  wanted.  Indeed,  so  general  was  the  practice 
of  consumption  that  sometimes  the  whole  court  was  per- 
vaded by  the  smell  of  methylated  spirits. 


Scotcb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  Memorial  to  George  Don. 

The  "  Dundee  Courier  "  states  that  the  decision  of  the  Forfar 
Town  Council  refusing  permission  to  the  promoters  of  the 
proposed  memorial  to  George  Don,  the  botanist,  whose 
scientific  research  shed  lustre  upon  the  county  town,  liberty 
to  erect  the  memorial  in  the  Reid  Park  has  excited  not  a 
little  surprise,  and  quotes  the  C.     D.  in  proof  thereof. 


case  medically,  and  investigations  were  going  on  in  con- 
nection with  it  at  the  hospital.  He  had  never  known  a 
death  from  sulphonal  before,  although  he  was  aware  of 
persons  having  been  under  the  effects  of  it  for  eight 
days,  and  then  recovering.  The  Coroner  (Mr.  Troutbeck) 
said  he  had  never  had  a  death  from  sulphonal-poisoning 
before  him  prior  to  that. — William  David  George  (23),  em- 
ployed in  Lilley  &  Skinner's  boot-shop  in  Chalk  Farm  Road, 
drank  in  mistake  a  solution  of  an  aniline-dye  used  for 
colouring  or  tinting  tan  boots,  and  died  in  the  North- 
Western  Hospital  from  poisoning.  It  was  stated  at  the  in- 
quest that  the  poison  had  turned  his  blood  to  a  salmon-pink 
colour.  The  poison  was  contained  in  a  ginger-beer  bottle,  and 
the  jury,  in  returning  a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure, 
added  a  strong  recommendation  to  the  firm  that  bottles  con- 
taining such  dangerous  solutions  should  be  distinctly  labelled 
"Poison." — At  Weston-super-Mare  a  woman  named  Coate 
committed  suicide  by  takiDg  salt  of  lemon  and  white  pre- 
cipitate.— The  Easton's  syrup  poisoning-case  is  dealt  with 
elsewhere. — Four  only  of  the  cases  investigated  were  con- 
sidered to  be  misadventures. 


3rteb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Business  Change. 

Mr.  John  Peacocke  Myles,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
taken  over  the  old-established  Medical  Hall  in  Duke  Square, 
Birr. 

Poisoning-mystery. 

The  mysterious  deaths  of  Hugh  Giblin  and  Catherine 
Giblin,  two  children  living  near  Strabane  (see  C.  $  D., 
January  30,  page  146),  had  a  sensational  development  on 
January  28,  when  their  parents  were  arrested  on  a  charge  of 
murder. 

The  Milk-standard. 

The  public  analyst  of  Belfast  (Mr.  Barklie)  has  issued  a 
report  on  work  in  connection  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
during  the  quarter  ended  December  31,  1903,  in  which  he 
says  that  78  out  of  110  samples  of  milk  examined  were  below 
the  very  low  statutory  minimum  of  3  per  cent. 

Cod-liver-oil  Scarcity. 

At  the  Cork  Board  of  Guardians  on  Thursday,  January  28, 
it  was  stated  that  complaints  had  been  made  that  at  the 
Liberty  Street  dispensary  the  doctors  could  not  get  cod-liver 
oil  to  supply  to  the  patients.  It  was  decided  to  request  the 
doctors  to  report  any  instance  in  which  they  were  unable  to 
get  a  supply  of  cod-liver  oil,  and  this  step  has  been  taken 
with  the  view  of  having  the  provisions  of  the  contract 
carried  into  effect. 

Railway  Claim. 

At  the  Ennis  Quarter  Sessions,  before  Judge  Carlin,  Messrs. 
Thwaites  &  Co.  (Limited),  aerated-water  manufacturers, 
Dublin,  sued  the  West  Clare  Railway  Company  to  recover 
16Z.  Wis.  for  the  loss  of  a  number  of  "  empties  "  which  were 
in  course  of  return  to  the  plaintiffs  from  traders  in  West 
Clare.  The  defendants  proved  that  a  number  of  the  empties 
had  been  handed  over  by  them  to  the  G.  S.  &  Western  Rail- 
way Company  in  the  course  of  transit.  His  Honour  gave  a 
decree  for  HI.  18s.  and  21.  5s.  expenses,  which,  he  thought, 
covered  the  portion  of  the  claim  for  which  the  defendants 
were  responsible. 

Methylated-spirit  Drinking. 

Arising  out  of  a  number  of  prosecutions  for  assaults  on 
the  police  at  Derry,  and  heard  at  the  local  Petty  Sessions  on 
February  1,  Alderman  Bell,  who  presided,  said  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  intoxicating  drink  consumed  on  Sundays  and 
weekdays,  but,  what  was  worse,  methylated  spirits  w«re 
largely  partaken  of.  The  prevalence  of  this  form  of  drink- 
ing merited  notice  by  the  Magistrates.  Methylated  spirits 
were  sold  so  cheaply,  and  were  so  intoxicating,  that  persons 
could  get  chunk  for  a  few  coppers.  He  thought  those  who 
sold  methylated  spirits  should  be  required  to  know  who  the 


Glasgow  and  Greenock  Notes. 

Most  of  the  Glasgow  M.P.s  are  pledged  to  support  the 
resuscitated  Pharmacy  Bill. 

It  is  said  that  an  English  firm  of  medical-label  printers 
will  shortly  open  a  factory  in  Glasgow. 

A  Partick  plater  named  Girvan  died  in  the  Western 
Infirmary  on  February  1  from  laudanum-poisoning. 

Staffs  have  been  reduced  in  several  City  establishments- 
owing  to  the  continued  dulness  of  trade,  and  unemployed 
assistants  are  at  a  discount. 

A  wicked  wag  on  the  Press  invents  the  story  that  a  City 
chemist  informs  him  that  on  the  morning  of  January  26\ 
after  the  Burns  celebrations,  there  was  an  abnormal  demand 
for  pick-me-ups. 

During  the  present  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  Greenock  more 
cases  have  been  dealt  with  than  during  the  last  visit  of  this 
scourge  ;  as  a  consequence  the  demand  for  disinfectants  has 
gone  up  with  a  bound. 

There  is  not  much  of  scientific  or  pharmaceutical  interest 
in  the  East-end  Exhibition  now  in  full  swing.  The  "  Ehrlich  " 
baby-incubator  is  a  centre  of  attraction,  and  there  is  also  a 
microscopic  show  of  radium  bromide  valued  at  700/. 

The  Local  Association  is  growing  gallant  as  it  gets- 
older.  To  enable  the  ladies  to  share  in  the  festive  joys  of 
the  male  members  the  Council  have  renounced  the  annual 
dinner  in  favour  of  a  summer  trip  "  doon  the  watter,"  when 
the  roses  bloom  again  and  the  snow  melts  from  the  Ben. 


A  Change  in  Serum  has  excited  a  Chicago  paper  to  an 
inordinate  extent.  The  manufacturers  have  withdrawn 
the  lowest  strength  from  the  market,  for  the  obvious 
reason  that  experience  in  practice  calls  for  the  higher 
potencies  ;  but  the  Chicago  paper,  instigated  apparently  by 
an  indiscreet  official  of  the  Public  Health  Department, 
declared  that  the  manufacturers  had  formed  a  Trust  and 
raised  prices  all  round. 

Canadian  Cutting. — The  trouble  between  the  manu- 
facturers of  proprietary  medicines,  the  wholesale  trade,  and 
the  retailers  has  been  satisfactorily  adjusted,  writes  our 
correspondent.  A  meeting  was  held  at  Toronto  on  January  13, 
at  which  the  points  of  difference  were  fully  discussed,  and 
it  was  finally  resolved  that  the  terms  which  had  prevailed  in 
the  past  for  proprietary  goods  of  old  standing  are  to  rule  so 
far  as  the  wholesale  and  retail  trades  are  concerned,  but  that 
any  new  preparations  which  are  brought  on  the  market  are 
to  be  subject  to  the  new  terms  of  15  per  cent,  trade  and 
5  per  cent,  cash  discount.  The  manufacturers  undertook  to 
stop  the  supply  of  goods  to  syndicates  and  co-operative  retail 
purchasing  associations,  upon  the  grounds  that  it  is  an 
injustice  both  to  the  general  retailer  and  the  wholesale 
jobber,  as  a  few  individuals  are  given  special  terms  which 
place  their  confreres  at  a  distinct  disadvantage.  The 
meeting  was  very  satisfactory  in  the  sense  that  probably  for 
the  first  time  the  manufacturing  interests,  the  wholesale 
interests,  and  the  retail  interests  were  severally  represented, 
and  the  outcome  certainly  promises  well  for  the  future. 
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jfcencb  iRem 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Blacking-poisoning. — At  Paris  on  January  30  M.  Ernest 
Dupont  was  sentenced  to  fifteen  days'  imprisonment  and  a 
fine  of  Ql.  for  sellirjg  blacking  composed  largely  of  aniline, 
which  poisoned  the  skin  of  an  elderly  lady  named  Dorval. 

At  the  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences  a  good  deal  of 
interest  centred  round  the  meeting  on  January  25,  owing 
to  the  election  of  a  corresponding  member  in  the  Section  of 
Medicine.  The  candidates  were  Dr.  Calmette,  of  the  Lille 
Faculty  of  Medicine;  Dr.  Pitres.  of  the  Bordeaux  Faculty ; 
and  Dr.  Yersin,  of  the  Pasteur  Institute,  who  is  at  present  in 
Indo-China  and  whose  name  is  associated  with  the  anti- 
plague  serum,  which  he  invented.  Dr.  Calmette  was  elected 
by  forty  votes  out  of  forty-nine  voters. 

Syndicat  des  Grandes  Pharmacies  Commerciales  de 
France. — At  a  general  meeting  held  at  12  rue  Richer,  Paris, 
■on  January  28,  M.  Mille,  Director  of  the  Pharmacie  Com- 
merciale  de  France,  was  elected  President ;  M.  Brunerye, 
pharmacien,  Paris,  Vice-President ;  M.  Goetz,  pharmacist, 
Paris,  Secretary;  M.  Lacouture,  pharmacien,  Provins  (Seine- 
et-Marne),  Treasurer.  The  following  pharmaciens  were 
elected  members  of  Council:  MM.  Bruant,  Dijon;  Carron, 
Sens  (Yonne)  ;  Cayron,  Chateauroux  (Indre)  ;  Dupuy  (Paris)  ; 
Pozzi,  Troyes  (Aube)  ;  and  Re  my  (Paris). 

A  "Bobber's  Cave"  in  the  Paris  Suburbs. — Four 
promising  lads,  whose  ages  varied  between  eleven  and  four- 
teen, were  caught  red-handed  in  a  pharmacy  in  the  rue 
Saint-Denis,  at  Asnieres,  just  in  time  to  prevent  the  dis- 
appearance of  several  bottles  of  oils  and  syrups.  Questioned 
as  to  their  address,  they  confessed  they  had  left  their 
parents,  and  further  investigation  elicited  the  fact  that  they 
were  "camping-out"  on  waste  land  in  the  rue  Borghese, 
Neuilly.  Their  hut,  searched  by  the  police,  was  furnished 
and  well-provisioned.  Everything  appears  to  have  been 
stolen,  and  their  life  was  a  combination  of  "  Robinson 
Crusoe"  and  "Jack  Sheppard"  worthy  of  the  pen  of  a 
writer  of  juvenile  romance. 

Devoured  by  a  Shark. — Etienne  Vuccino,  the  son  of  a 
Greek  pharmacist  in  business  at  Constantinople,  took  passage 
aboard  the  Ernest- Simons,  a  French  mail-steamer  to  Indo- 
China,  which  left  Marsei'les  in  December.  On  New  Year's 
Day,  while  the  steamer  was  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  Vuccino 
was  sharing  in  the  festival  dinner  when  he  suddenly 
left  the  dining-cibin,  went  on  deck  and  leaped  overboard. 
A  buoy  was  thrown  out  and  the  steamer  hove-to.  A  yellow 
mass  appeared  at  the  water's  surface  some  distance  away ;  it 
plunged  and  disappeared,  leaving  behind  it  a  crimson  stain. 
Vuccino  was  never  seen  again.  Such  is  the  tale  a  private 
letter,  just  received  at  Cherbourg,  gives  of  the  dramatic  in- 
cident. It  is  hinted  that  cerebral  trouble  accounted  for  the 
young  fellow's  mad  plunge  into  the  shark-haunted  Sumatran 
seas. 

The  Centenary  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy, 
which  coincided  last  year  with  that  of  the  Society  of 
Pharmacy,  is  to  be  celebrated  by  the  publication  of  an 
historical  work  recalling  the  development  of  pharmaceutical 
studies.  The  initiative  of  the  publication  is  due  to  the 
present  professors  of  the  School,  and  M.  Guignard,  the 
director,  will  undertake  the  duties  of  editor.  Amongst  other 
matter  the  book  will  contain  the  history  of  the  different 
professorships  since  1803  (with  portraits  of  the  professors), 
and  a  notice  regarding  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  School. 
The  important  part  taken  by  the  initiators  of  pharmaceutical 
studies  will  be  duly  recorded,  as  well  as  the  biographies  of 
the  many  savants  who  have  added  lustre  to  the  profession  of 
pharmacy.  Subscriptions  to  the  volume  are  invited,  the 
price  being  10:.  (8s.),  plus  carriage. 


The  Pharmacie  Centrale  Jubilee. 

(By  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 
On  Wednesday  evening,  January  27,  M,  Charles  Buchet,  the 
general  manager  of  the  rgeat  Paris  wholesale  drug-house 
known  as  the  "Pharmacie  Centrale,"  entertained  a  large 
company  of  leading  members  of  French  pharmacy  and  the 
drug-trade  to  a  banquet  in  the  handsome  dining-hall  of  the 
Grand  Hotel,  Paris.   The  banquet  was  given  to  celebrate  the 


fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  existence  of  the  Pharmacie  Cen 
trale,  and  additional  interest  was  given  to  the  event  by  the 
announcement  that  M.  Georges  Trouillot,  the  French  Minister 
of  Commerce,  would  preside  at  the  function.  The  last 
time  I  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale 
was  on  September  29,  1895,  when  M.  Charles  Buchet  gave 
a  luncheon  to  his  friends  and  the  members  of  his  staff  to 
celebrate  the  fact  that  the  turnover  of  the  firm  had  reached 
40,000/.  per  month.  Several  of  the  leading  guests  present 
on  that  interesting  occasion  have  since  joined  the  majority, 
but  the  Pharmai'ie  Centrale  showed  itself  to  be  more  robust 
than  ever. 

M.  Trouillot,  Minister  of  Commerce,  was  supported  by  a 
dozen  members  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  altogether  500  guests  were  present.  At  M. 
Trouillot's  horseshoe  table  sat  some  forty  guests  whose 
pharmaceutical  or  political  prominence  placed  them  "above 
the  salt."  On  the  Minister's  left  sat  M.  Charles  Buchet, 
who  in  his  turn  was  supported  on  the  left  by 
M.  Guignard  (Director  of  the  Paris  School  of  Phar- 
macy). At  the  table  I  also  noticed  Dr.  Villejean 
(head  pharmacist  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  and  Deputy  of  the 
Yonne  Department),  Senator  Poirrier  (chemical  -  manu- 
facturer and  Vice-President  of  the  French  Senate), 
M.  Crinon  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Supervision  of 
the  Pharmacie  Centrale),  M.  Marty  and  M.  Burcker  (military 
pharmacists).  There  was  a  maze  of  nine  lengthy  cross- 
tables.  At  the  centre  one  were  M.  Bonrquelot  (Permanent 
General  Secretary  of  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy),  M. 
Perrot,  M.  Grimbert,  and  several  other  profe-sors  of  the 
Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  M.  Paterin  and  half-a-dozen  other 
Paris  head  hospital-pharmacists,  besides  M.  Labori  (the 
barrister  of  Dreyfus  fame,  who  is  attached  to  the  "  Office 
Pharmaceutique"  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale). 

At  other  tables  I  caught  sight  of  M.  Vaudin  (Treasurer 
of  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy)  and  Mr.  Astor  Boisselier 
(London  representative  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale). 

By  8  p.m.  or  so  everyone  was  in  his  place,  and  an  army  of 
waiters  put  into  action  their  plan  of  campaign,  which  was 
courageously  met  by  the  gallant  five  hundred.  After  the 
fray  came  the  speeches. 

M.  Charles  Bmhet  was  the  first  speaker,  and  he  thanked 
the  Minister  of  Commerce  and  all  the  guests  for  their 
attendance  at  the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  Pharmacie  Centrale  de  France.  He  was  glad  to  look 
upon  their  presence  that  evening  as  an  appreciation  of  the 
efforts  of  the  company  he  directed  to  maintain  a  high 
standard,  not  only  of  the  products  they  sold  to  pharmacists, 
but  also  of  commercial  integrity. 

M.  Crinon  followed  in  the  same  strain,  and  paid  a  high 
tribute  to  M.  Buchet's  qualities  as  a  pharmacist  and  as  a 
man  of  affairs.  He  attributed  the  present  prosperous  and 
powerful  position  of  the  company  mainly  to  M.  Buchet's 
personal  influence  and  energy. 

M.  Guignard,  who  followed,  spoke  of  the  relation  that 
should  exist  between  a  high  and  thorough  scientific  training 
and  commercial  success.  He  wished  M.  Buchet  and  his 
colleagues  continued  prosperity,  for  they  did  much  to 
maintain  good  traditions  in  French  pharmacy. 

M.  Poirrier  (Vice-President  of  the  Senate)  next  spoke, 
alluding  in  flattering  terms  to  those  who  had  built  up  the 
Pharmacie  Centrale,  to  M.  Buchet,  M.  Crinon,  M.  Menier, 
and  many  others. 

Then  came  M.  Trouillot  (Minister  of  Commerce).  He 
explained  the  double  interest  such  &f&te  had  for  him,  as  the 
jubilee  of  an  important  commercial  undertaking  and  as  an 
opportunity  to  recognise  the  interest  the  Government  felt  in 
those  who  helped,  sometimes  in  modest  capacities,  to  build 
up  the  commercial  success  of  France.  He  concluded  by 
"decorating"  a  certain  number  of  tifys  employes  of  the 
Pharmacie  Centrale,  each  coming  forward  amongst  a  storm 
of  cheering  to  receive  the  award.  These  were  :  MM.  Ernile 
Chardigny,  buyer  and  department  manager;  Gillet  (chef  du 
personnel),  pharmacist,  Soenen  (director  of  the  Lyons 
branch),  and  Walter  (head  bookkeeper).  MM.  Thiers  and 
Souchet  (foremen)  received  at  the  same  time  the  medal  for 
twenty-five  and  thirty  years  of  loyal  service. 

Then  the  gathering  broke  up,  for  the  hour  was  well 
advanced.  M.  Buchet  stood  at  the  door  to  wish  his  guests 
God-speed,  and  his  right  hand  must  have  been  as  limp  as  an 
American  President's  after  a  White  House  public  reception. 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  President,  for  the  first  time  in  his  long  career,  was 
absent  from  a  Conncil-meeting.  The  illness  which 
is  the  cause  of  Mr.  Atkins's  non-attendance  was  referred  to  by 
the  Vice-President  as  temporary,  and  the  last  report  shows  a 
considerable  improvement  in  the  patient's  condition.  Sym- 
pathetic reference  was  made'to  the  death  of  Councillor  John 
Taylor,  and  a  vote  of  condolence  with  the  widow  and  family 
was  passed.  The  appointment  of  a  successor  is  postponed 
to  next  meeting.  The  report  of  Dr.  G.  Balfour  Marshall,  the 
Government  Visitor  to  the  Edinburgh  examinations,  takes 
the  view  that  a  compulsory  curriculum  is  necessary.  The 
Registrar's  annual  report  shows  an  increase  of  fifty-one  on 
the  previous  register,  the  total  number  of  pharmaceutical 
chemists  and  chemists  and  druggists  on  the  register  on 
December  31,  1903,  being  15,577.  The  report  provoked  dis- 
cussions on  the  removals  from  the  register,  the  question 
under  which  section  prosecutions  for  infringements  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  should  be  taken,  and  the  differences  in  the 
administration  of  the  Act  in  Scotland  and  England.  Mr. 
Bremridge  explained  the  rather  lengthy  process  of  correcting 
the  register ;  each  erasure,  addition,  and  alteration  involves 
from  six  to  eight  operations.  Grants  amounting  to  102/.  8s. 
were  made  from  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and  several  special 
contributions  were  announced ;  the  Fund  is,  however,  in  a 
parlous  condition.  The  resolution  appointing  the  hybrid 
Educational  Committee,  which  was  passed  in  July,  1902,  was 
rescinded,  and  in  its  place  a  resolution  appointing  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Council  was  passed.  The  Pharmacy  Bill  is 
to  be  re-introduced  by  Mr.  Lough,  and  it  is  backed  by  seven 
other  members  of  Parliament.  Mr.  Carteighe,  who  engineered 
this  matter,  expressed  an  obligation  to  the  London  Chemists' 
Association  for  their  work  amongst  M.P.s. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  February  3, 
at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.  There  were  present  the 
Vice-President  (Mr.  C.  B.  Allen),  Treasurer  (Mr.  Walter 
Hills),  and  Messrs.  Carteighe,  Cooper,  Corder,  Cross,  Currie, 
Gifford,  Harrington,  Newsholme,  Park,  Southall,  Symes, 
Wootton,  and  Young. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  passed, 
The  Vice-President  explained  that  the  President  was 
laid  aside  by  a  painful  illness  of  a  temporary  character.  A 
letter  received  that  morning  reports  that  Mr.  Atkins  is  better 
and  has  had  some  sleep.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  Vice-President 
went  on  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  it  was  the  first  Council- 
meeting  which  Mr.  Atkins  had  missed  in  all  the  years  he 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Council.  This  was,  he  said,  a 
record  in  that  respect. 

The  late  John  Taylor. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  owing  to  the  death  of  Mr. 
John  Taylor,  on  January  20,  a  vacancy  existed  in  the  Council. 
Arising  out  of  this 

The  Vice-President  ?aid  he  had  a  sad  duty  to  perform 
in  proposing  a  vote  of  condolence  with  the  widow  and 
family  of  the  late  John  Taylor.  All  the  councillors  would 
feel  a  sense  of  personal  loss,  and  any  words  he  could  say 
would  not  do  sufficient  justice  to  the  memory  of  the  man 
whose  death  they  all  deplored.  He  (the  speaker)  then  read 
communications  from  the  President,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Storrar, 
and  Mr.  Young,  expressing  their  appreciation  of  Mr.  Taylor. 
Continuing,  the  Vice-President  said  that  although  Mr. 
Taylor  had  not  long  been  one  of  their  colleagues  he  had 
made  himself  conversant  with  everything  connected  with 
pharmacy.  He  (Mr.  Taylor)  possessed  considerable  ability, 
and  the  beautiful  way  he  debated  subjects  impressed  every- 
one.   Mr.  Taylor  quickly  won  his  way  into  their  hearts.  A 


man  of  greater  honour  probably  never  occupied  himself  in 
public  debate.  He  was  the  soul  of  honour.  When  he  gave 
up  his  retail  business  and  accepted  an  appointment  as 
traveller  for  a  large  firm  he  at  once  placed  his  resignation  in 
the  hands  of  the  President.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
wishes  of  the  President  he  would  have  resigned  his  office.. 
The  Vice-President  then  went  on  to  speak  of  the  eulogistic 
testimony  of  Mr.  Taylor  spoken  by  the  clergyman  at  the 
graveside,  which  showed  that  Mr.  Taylor  had  won  his  life 
into  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 

The  Treasurer  wished  to  associate  himself  with  all  that 
had  been  said  about  their  departed  colleague.  It  was  only 
since  Mr.  Taylor's  election  to  the  Council  that  he  (the 
speaker)  had  had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  him,  but  he  was  convinced  that  the  Society  has  lost  a 
valuable  man,  one  with  a  clear  mind,  generous  heart,  and 
exemplary  character. 

Mr.  Young  said  it  was  a  source  of  infinite  regret  that  he 
had  not  been  able  to  carry  out  one  wish  of  Mr.  Taylor's  that 
he  (the  speaker)  should  see  him  after  the  January  Council- 
meeting.  He  (Mr.  Young)  made  preparations  for  the  visit 
but  was  laid  up,  and  besides  that  was  not  aware  that  the 
end  was  so  near. 

Dr.  Symes,  as  one  of  those  present  at  Mr.  Taylor's  funeral, 
spoke  of  the  respect  with  which  he  was  held  by  a  large 
number  of  persons  in  Bolton.  Some  years  ago  Mr.  George 
Woolley  said  to  him  (Dr.  Symes),  "  If  ever  you  can  get 
young  Taylor  on  the  Council,  you  will  get  a  really  good 
man  "  ;  and  so  he  proved  himself  to  be.  Mr.  Taylor  had  a 
stroEg  character  and  his  own  opinions,  but  whenever  he 
disagreed  he  showed  the  utmost  courtesy. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried  in  silence,  the 
members  upstanding. 

The  appointment  of  a  member  of  Council  to  succeed  Mr. 
Taylor  was  postponed  till  the  next  meeting. 

Examination  Report. 

The  report  of  the  Government  Visitor  (Dr.  G.  BalfouF 
Marshall)  on  the  Edinburgh  examinations  was  received  from 
the  Privy  Council.  The  number  of  candidates  examined  for 
the  Major  examination  was  eight,  the  percentage  of  passes 
being  375.  After  giving  detailed  percentages  in  the 
different  subjects,  the  Visitor  remarks  : 

It  is  matter  for  regret  that  so  few  pharmacists  seek  to  obtain 
the  higher  qualification  of  pharmaceutical  chemist.  The  examina- 
tion is  necessarily  of  a  high  standard,  yet  the  benefit  obtained  and 
the  additional  knowledge  acquired  make  the  diploma  worth 
striving  for.  At  the  same  time,  the  successful  candidate  has  an 
increased  status  amongst  his  fellow-pharmacists,  which  should  be 
an  additional  inducement.  More  students  might  be  attracted  if 
systematic  courses  of  study  in  the  subjects  required  for  examina- 
tion were  established  at  recognised  schools  of  pharmacy  in  con- 
venient centres,  or  botany,  chemistry,  and  physics  might  be  taken 
in  the  universities.  That  it  is  possible  for  pharmacists  to  attend 
classes  in  the  universities  or  medical  schools,  even  when  engaged, 
at  business,  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  I  know  of  several  hi 
Scotland  who  have  successfully  qualified  as  medical  practitioners. 

There  were  532  Minor  candidates  examined,  the  percentage 
cf  ^passes  being  32  3.  This  statement  is  followed  by  rather 
lengthy  remarks  as  to  the  causes  of  the  failures  and  the 
remedy,  the  principal  paragraphs  being  the  following : 

The  failure  of  so  many  candidates  can  only  be  due  to  deficient 
training,  the  system  of  cramming  many  facts  in  a  limited  time 
taking  the  place  of  systematic  instruction  over  a  prolonged  period, 
simply  because  the  students  have  neither  been  compelled  nor  in 
general  have  the  opportunity  to  do  otherwise.  One  probable 
reason  is  that  many  pharmacists,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
evidently  buy  their  pharmaceutical  products  from  wholesale 
manufacturers  instead  of  making  them  in  their  own  places  of 
business.  Their  apprentices  and  assistants  have  thus  little  or  no 
opportunity  of  becoming  practically  familiar  with  the  Pharma- 
copoeia, and  mainly  depend  on  the  short  experience  gained  in 
three  or  six  months'  course  of  training  in  a  school  of  pharmacy. 
The  extensive  use  by  the  public  of  proprietary  articles,  wholesale 
manufacturers'  ready-made  mixtures,  pills,  compressed  tablets, 
capsules,  no  doubt  still  further  lessens  the  experience  which  an 
apprentice  or  an  assistant  would  otherwise  gain  by  a  mora 
frequent  dispensing  of  physicians'  prescriptions.  In  oral  pharmacy 
candidates  frequently  show  that  they  have  a  deficient  practical 
experience  of  the  processes  described  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  or 
have  not  seen  various  apparatus  used.  One  candidate,  when 
asked  about  the  various  sizes  of  sieves  used  for  powders,  admitted 
never  having  seen  one,  but  "  could  imagine  what  it  was  like. " 
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Practical  chemistry,  with  its  33  par  cent,  of  failures,  also  gives 
evidence  of  imperfect  training.  The  candidates  have  not  spent 
sufficient  time  in  a  laboratory,  and  have  stored  their  memories 
with  a  number  of  facts  aejuired  in  a  too-limited  period,  without 
having  been  taught  to  think  anJ  apply  wli it  they  have  learned. 
A  suggested  remedy  by  some  is  the  division  of  the  examination  ; 
■but  this  is  only  to  b3gin  at  the  wrong  end,  as  it  would  not  correct 
the  present  cram  system.  It  is  the  education  of  the  pharmacists 
that  is  at  fault.  It  is  not  sufficient  merely  to  recommeni  the 
student  to  attend  a  certain  number  of  lectures.  He  is  left  to 
himself,  and  attempts  to  acquire  the  necessary  knowledge  by  a 
three  or  six  months'  attendance  at  one  of  the  numerous  schools 
of  pharmacy — a  period  quite  inadequate  to  the  average  student 
for  thoroughly  mastering  all  the  subjects  of  examination.  A 
eompulsory  curriculum,  with  systematic  theoretical  and  especially 
practical  training  in  recognised  schools  of  pharmacy,  with  properly 
equipped  laboratories,  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  the  first  necessity. 
Certificates  from  these  recognised  schools  should  also  be  required 
before  admission  to  examination,  to  show  tint  the  candidate  has 
attended  a  full  course  of  instruction  in  each  subject.  There 
would  thus  be  less  chance  of  so  mvny  students  entering  the 
examination  room  quite  unprepared,  as  is  at  present  so  often 
■the  case. 

Ketieintg  Members. 

The  Secretary  next  reported  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  by-laws,  the  following  members  of  the  Council  will 
retire  in  May ;  but,  added  the  Secretary,  they  are  eligible 
for  re-election : 


C.  B.  Allen 
S.  R.  Atkins 
O.  Corder 
W.  L.  Currie 


R.  L.  Gifford 

G.  T.  W.  Newsholme 

R.  A.  Robinson 


Elections  and  Restorations. 

A  number  of  members  and  student-associates  were  elected, 
and  several  were  restored  to  membership. 

Eight  pharmaceutical  chemists  were  granted  diplomas, 
having  passed  the  recent  Major  examination. 

Registrar's  Report. 

This  report  showed  that  on  December  3L  there  were  15,577 
names  on  the  register,  compared  with  15.526  at  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1902— 13  433  chemists  and  druggists  and 
2,141  pharmaceutical  chemists.  In  regard  to  the  annual 
subscribers  to  the  Society,  the  number  of  members  on 
December  31  stood  at  5  589,  and  of  student-associates  589. 
Life  compounders,  again,  showed  an  increase,  and  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  members  ;  whilst  the  student- 
associates  had  still  further  dwindled.  The  number  of 
apprentices  or  students  registered  in  1903  was  194.  A  list 
was  given  of  409  cases  of  alleged  infringement  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act  investigated  in  1903,  and  from  the  summary  at 
the  end  of  the  report  it  appears  that  the  erasures  from  the 
register  were  584,  the  additions  624,  and  the  alterations  of 
address  1,610. 

Mr.  Newsholme  thought  the  Society  was  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  the  increase  in  members  during  the  year  1903. 
He  had  been  for  many  years  urging  chemists  to  join  the 
Society,  and  it  appeared  as  if  chemists  had  at  last  realised 
-the  necessity  of  supporting  the  Society.  When  the  Pre- 
liminary examination  was  abolished  there  was  a  falling- 
off  in  the  student-associates,  but  the  additions  in  1903 
showed  that  the  list  would  in  future  steadily  grow.  The 
difficulty  in  getting  apprentices  was  but  a  passing  wave, 
and  now  that  men  are  realising  that  other  examinations  can 
be  taken  in  lieu  of  the  old  Preliminary,  a  better  type  of 
apprentice  will  result. 

Mr.  Carteighe  congratulated  the  Registrar  and  officers 
of  the  Society  on  their  part  of  the  report.  A  large  part  of 
the  work  of  the  Society  is  administrative,  and  the  good 
results  obtained  are  due  to  the  zeal  and  tact  of  the  Society's 
staff  in  London  and  Edinburgh.  He  thought  also  the 
"Journal"  and  the  production  of  the  volume,  which  is 
nearly  ready  for  issuing,  bad  had  a  good  effect  on  the 
members.  The  old  feeling  that  the  Society  should  not 
touch  anything  savouring  of  trade  must  die  out.  The 
Society  as  a  corporate  body  must  look  after  its  own  interests, 
or  others  would  live  on  the  body  corporate.  The  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  undertakes  duties  which  in  other  countries 
are  discharged  by  the  State,  and  in  this  way  the  Society  is 
.a  department  of  the  Government.  As  to  subscriptions, 
money  is  a  power,  but  what  is  wanted  is  men  behind  it. 


Mr.  Woottox  inquired  whether  the  names  of  the  persons 
erased  from  the  register  had  been  published  lately. 

The  Secretary  :  We  have  not  published  them  for  some 
time  now. 

Mr.  Wootton,  continuing,  said  he  thought  it  a  very  useful 
practice  to  publish  the  names  of  persons  it  was  proposed  to 
erase  from  the  register.  It  has  been  said  that  those  persons 
are  to  blame  for  not  advising  the  Secretary  of  their  change 
of  address,  but  there  are  many  assistants  constantly  chang- 
ing their  situations  who  do  not  like  troubling  the  Registrar 
each  time  they  move.  Such  assistants  would  be  glad  to 
know  that  the  Registrar  does  not  mind  the  trouble,  but  he 
(the  speaker)  thought  that  when  names  are  to  be  erased, 
it  is  desirable  to  give  the  chemists  concerned  one  more 
chance. 

Mr.  Newsholme  here  Isupplemented  his  remarks  on  the 
membership  by  stating  the  increase  over  the  previous 
year. 

Mr.  Park  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  prosecutions  were  under  Section  15 ;  he 
thought  that  if  more  proceedings  were  taken  under  Section  17, 
it  would  expose  to  the  public  the  unlawful  acts  of  drug- 
companies.  He  was  told  recently  of  a  case  where  a  chemist's 
shop  had  been  bought  by  a  drug-company  and  managed  by 
an  unqualified  man.  It  was  only  by  exposing  such  cases 
that  the  public  would  know  how  these  drug-companies  are 
conducted. 

Dr.  Symes  asked  why  Mr.  Park's  informant  had  not 
written  to  the  Registrar. 

Mr.  Park:  The  case  was  mentioned  to  me  to  bring  before 
the  proper  authorities. 

Dr.  Symes,  continuing,  said  there  is  a  large  number  cf 
persons  who  complain,  but  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  write 
to  the  Registrar.  If  such  people  will  not  help  themselves, 
they  should  not  look  to  the  Registrar. 

Mr.  Currie  said  there  is  a  feeling  in  the  North  that  Scot- 
land has  a  grievance  in  the  publicity  given  to  proceedings 
under  the  Pharmicy  Act.  It  is  hardly  fair  or  just  thati  the 
Pharmacy  Act  should  apply  in  different  ways  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  (A  Voice  :  "That  is  not  our  fault.") 
"  It  causes  a  considerable  amount  of  ill-feeling  by  the 
publicity  to  which  we  are  exposed  in  the  North,"  added  Mr. 
Currie. 

Mr.  Carteighe  :  You  do  not  mean  that  you  break  the  law ; 
you  say  we.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Currie  replied  that  he  was  referring  to  those  who 
feel  aggrieved  in  having  their  names  made  public.  He  con- 
sidered, too,  that  it  was  unfortunate  that  the  Hamilton  case 
was  not  proceeded  with.  The  case  should  have  been  threshed 
out,  because  it  would  prevent  many  from  laying  information 
if  it  were  known  that  they  might  be  called  on  to  give 
evidence. 

Mr.  Cross  said  the  grievance  in  Scotland  seemed  to  be 
that  a  man  could  not  break  the  law  and  not  have  the  fact 
made  public  when  he  was  found  out.  The  grievance  on  the 
south  of  the  Tweed  is  that  the  public  do  not  get  to  know 
about  infringements  of  the  Act,  as  the  offenders  pay  up.  He 
had  considerable  sympathy  with  Mr.  Park  in  that  the  Law 
Committee  do  not  take  up  a  larger  proportion  of  cases 
under  the  17th  section.  Referring  to  the  registration  of 
student-asf ociates,  he  wished  more  apprentices  wou'd 
follow  the  old  rule  of  enrolling  themselves  as  students  the 
moment  they  were  apprenticed.  Less  would  then  be  heard 
from  giumblers  about  their  Preliminary  certificates  not 
being  accepted  when  sent  up  at  the  last  moment. 

The  Treasurer  said  he  was  sorry  Mr.  Park  had  made 
such  a  general  charge.  The  case  he  mentioned  should  have 
been  brought  before  the  Law  Committee.  Every  case  is 
considered  very  fully  and  impartially  in  every  way.  The 
question  of  companies  or  drug-stoies  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  committee.  The  question  *s  simply,  Has  the  law 
been  broken,  and  in  what  way  can  the  offender  be  best 
punished  in  the  interest  of  the  public  ? 

Mr.  Young  said  there  is  nothing  in  the  Pharmacy  Act 
that  differentiates  between  offences  committed  in  Scotland 
and  England.  Any  difference  is  in  consequence  of  the 
peculiarities  of  the  Scotch  law. 

Mr.  Carteighe  added  that  the  common  law  defines  the 
way  penalties  are  to  be  recovered.  In  Scotland  the  law 
thinks  a  man  should  appear,  and  not  simply  pay.  He  felt 
inclined  to  congratulate  Mr.  Currie  that  he  lives  in  Scotland 
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and  protested  against  any  assumption  that  there  is  anything 
in  the  Pharmacy  Act  that  differentiates  between  the  two 
countries.  Penalties  can  only  be  recovered  according  to  the 
common  law  of  the  country. 

Dr.  Symes  :  We  get  larger  penalties  in  England. 

Mr.  Carteighe  :  And  not  unfrequently  expenses  are 
granted.  Continuing,  Mr.Carteighe  said  :  Councillors  should 
remember  their  responsibilities.  It  is  not  right  for  a  member 
to  express  doubts  about  the  decision  in  the  appeal  case,  or 
for  a  member  to  blurt  out  that  prosecutions  should  be  taken 
under  other  sections.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  Section  17 
is  not  broken,  and  unless  an  offence  can  be  proved  the 
Council  cannot  proceed  under  that  section.  Open  council  is 
not  the  place  to  discuss  such  matters.  Whilst  the  Society 
has  the  power  to  prosecute  it  must  use  it  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  State.  If  any  vindictiveness  is  shown  the  door 
is  opened  to  the  charge  that  the  Society  are  not  fit  or  worthy 
to  conduct  an  important  Act  of  Parliament. 

The  Secretary  here  gave  some  interesting  particulars  of 
the  work  involved  in  making  erasures,  additions,  or  altera- 
tions in  the  register.    We  quote  some  of  these  remarks : 

The  bald  reporting  of  summaries  does  not,  he  said,  afford  an 
adequate  basis  for  realising  the  amount  of  detail  work  involved  in 
maintaining  the  registers,  and  I  feel  impelled  to  give  one  illus- 
tration of  what  lies  under  the  surface.    Take  the  item  "Erasures 
from  the  registers — 584."    The  first  stage  in  the  process  thus 
summarised  in  the  report  is  the  issue  and  forwarding  of  10,000 
extra  copies  of  the"  Journal  "  to  registered  persons  not  associated 
with  the  Society.    Then  comes  the  classifying  and  recording  of 
copies  returned  through  the  post,lendor£ed  "  Gone  away,"  or  "  Not 
known  " — usually  between  five  and  six  hundred.    The  third  stage 
consists  of  preparing,  in  duplicate,  a  list  of  the  persons  whose 
addresses  are  unknown,  and  carefully  checking  such  list  with  the 
register  of  members  and  the  list  of  subscribers  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund,  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  erasure  of  the  name  of  any  pprson 
who  has  been  in  recent  communication  with  the  office.  Those 
who  are  identified  by  this  scrutiny  are  at  once  written  to  and 
asked  for  instructions  respecting  their  registration-addresses.  In 
the  fourth  place,  I  take  the  scrutinised  and  modified  list  and 
arrange  for  the  preparation  of  the  first  issue  of  registered  letters 
in  pursuance  of  Section  X.  of  the  Act  of  1868.    In  1903  there  were 
457  letters  in  this  first  issue,  and  each  one  contained  a  written 
statement  of  the  full  name,  address,  and  qualification  of  the  ad- 
dressee.   Moreover,  to  comply  with  the  PoBt  Office  regulations,  a 
list  (in  duplicate)  of  the  registered  letters  tendered  for  posting  has 
to  be  prepared.    Stage  five  comes  six  months  later,  when  the 
second  batch  of  registered  letters  is  issued,  and  the  procedure  of 
the  first  posting  is  repeated  as  required  by  the  statute.  The 
sixth  operation  is  to  classify  the  registered  letters  returned 
through  the  post,  and  to  prepare  a  list  of  persons  who  are  to  be 
erased.    When  the  list  has  been  checked  and  scrutinised  by  the 
various  departments  in  my  office,  the  actual  names  are  struck  out 
from  the  official  register,  from  the  official  interleaved  printed 
copy  of  the  register,  and  from  the  printer's  copy  of  the  same 
book.    The  final  stage  is  reached  by  the  removal  of  the  erased 
names  from  the  classified  card-register  (kept  for  the  purposes  of 
local  organisation),  and  my  report  that  so  many  have  been  re- 
moved is  prepared.    Similarly,  the  "  Additions  to  the  Register  " 
involve  at  least  eight  operations  for  each  addition,  and  every 
alteration  of  address  necessitates  six  different  entries.    I  may  say 
that  if  I  had  the  labour  available  further  check-entries  might  be 
made  with  possible  advantage  to  the  increased  efficiency  of  the 
registration-work. 

Mr.  Bremridge  also  mentioned  that  a  card  register  of 
Parliamentary  organisation  had  been  prepared.  Against  the 
name  of  every  member  of  Parliament  are  placed  a  note  of 
the  party  he  belongs  to,  his  views  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and 
the  names  of  any  influential  constituents  who  could  approach 
him  in  case  of  need.  It  is  hoped  that  this  register  will 
prove  invaluable  in  case  of  an  election.  Every  candidate 
at  the  recent  by-elections  had  been  approached  as  to  his 
views  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  chemists  had  been  advised. 
He  (the  Secretary)  gave  these  particulars,  not  with  the  idea 
of  inflating  the  importance  of  his  office,  but  to  show  that 
he  had  a  high  ideal  of  the  importance  of  keeping  a  proper 
record  of  chemists,  as  the  register  is  the  only  legal  evidence 
of  qualification. 

The  Vice-President  then  moved  that  the  report  be 
received,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Finance. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  prefented  by 
Mr.  Carteighe.  The  report  showed  a  balance  on  the 
General  Fund  acsount  of  3.387Z.  4/  4i.,  and  submitted  for 


payment  accounts  totalling  1,863Z.  15s.  5d.,  made  up  as 
follows : 


jt  s. 

J7 

a. 

Examinations       ...       ...  ... 

482  11 

7 

On  behalf  of  the  "  Journal  "  ... 

479  5 

4 

School    <  

...     38  14 

2 

House   

...   210  16 

7 

Calendar   

...     21  0 

0 

Law  charges  ...   

...     34  3 

1 

Stationery,  &c. 

...     54  10 

8 

Salaries  ...   

...   172  18 

4 

Current  expenses  ... 

...    350  0 

0 

Museum  and  library   

...     22  15 

8 

The  Benevolent  Fund  showed  a  balance  of  510Z.  16s,  Id., 
and  accounts  amounting  to  HZ.  Is  6d.  were  recommended 
for  payment.  The  Donation  account  stands  at  224Z.  18s.  6d., 
and  the  Orphan  Fund  at  88Z.  9s.  lid. 

Mr.  Carteighe,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  the  Benevolent  Fund  had  picked  up  admirably,  and  this 
had  enabled  the  adverse  balance  to  be  wiped  off. 

The  Secretary  said  he  was  anxious  that  the  state  of  the 
fund  should  not  be  misunderstood.  Last  month  there  was 
a  deficiency  of  255/.,  and  this  month  the  balance  is  repre- 
sented as  being  510Z.  16s.  Id.  This  result  is  not  due  to  the 
whip  sent  round  to  the  Local  Secretaries,  but  caused  by  the 
receipt  of  annual  subscriptions.  Last  year  the  membership 
subscriptions  received  in  January  were  1,052;  this  year  the 
number  received  has  been  1,630.  Benevolent  Fund  sub- 
scriptions are  generally  sent  with  membership  subscriptions, 
and  the  amount  received  for  the  fund  should  have  been, 
according  to  the  average,  392Z.  It  was  actually  610Z.,  but 
of  this  210Z.  includes  special  contributions,  hence  the 
amount  received  in  excess  of  last  year  was  381., 
this  being  caused  by  either  increased  subscriptions  or  special 
contributions,  and  not  by  new  subscribers.  Mr.  J.  Rutherford 
Hill,  the  Assistant- Secretary  in  Scotland,  has  been  especially 
energetic  in  taking  up  the  cause  of  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and 
already  46Z.  14s.  had  been  sent  from  Scotland.  In  addition 
a  subscription  of  100  guineas  had  been  received  from  Mr. 
Wellcome,  and  special  contributions  from  the  following 
Associations : 

£  s.  d. 

Western  Chemists'  Association    8   8  0 

Cardiff  Association    ...       ...       ...       ...    2  13  0 

Edinburgh  Trade  Association    2    2  0 

West  Ham  Association       ...       ...       ...    2    0  6 

Stockport  Association    110 

Barnsley  Association...       ...       ...       ...    1    1  0 

North  Staffs  Association   10  0 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association   0  17  5 

Mr.  Harrington  said  the  result  of  the  whip-round  at  the 
Western  Chemists'  smoking-concert  was  all  the  more 
remarkable  from  the  fact  that  there  were  only  twenty-three 
persons  present,  and  several  of  these  were  visitors. 

The  Benevolent  Fund. 

The  report  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  was  taken 
in  committee,  after  which 

The  Vice-President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  said  the  grants  recommended  to  be  made  were 
one  201.,  one  15Z.,  one  13Z.,  one  12Z.,  one  10Z.  8s.,  two  101., 
one  11.,  and  one  51.  At  present  the  full  effect  of  the 
Secretary's  appeal  had  not  been  felt,  and  it  should  be 
remembered  that  it  is  subscriptions  that  are  wanted  and  not 
donations. 

The  Library  Report. 
The  report  of  the  Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House 
Committee  was  adopted  without  comment.  The  report  ap- 
proved of  the  payment  of  Messrs.  Parkinson's  account  for 
44Z.  12s.  6i.,  and  authorised  the  purchase  of  a  duplicate 
series  of  opium-smoking  appliances  for  the  Museum.  Mr. 
J.  T.  Cart  was  appointed  demonstrator  in  pharmaceutics  in 
place  of  Mr.  Bennett,  and  a  further  communication  is  to  be 
made  to  the  London  University  on  the  proposed  Board  of 
Studies  in  Pharmacy.  An  honorarium  of  20  guineas  was 
also  recommended  to  be  made  for  work  done  in  editing  the 
"  Calendar." 

Council  Prizes  Examination. 
In  view  of  the  April  examination  for  the  Council  prizes, 
Professor  Harvey  Gibson,  Professor  Jackson,  and  Mr.  R. 
Wright  were  appointed  examiners. 
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The  January  Examinations. 
The  report  on  the  January  examinations  was  as  follows : 
England  and  Wales. 
Candidates  Passed 


Major 
Minor 


Major 
M  inor 


20 

...  293 

Scotland. 

Candidates 
1 

..  123 


116 

Passed 
33 


Failed 

12 
177 


Failed 

1 

85 


An  Educational  Committee. 


The  next  business  was  a  notice  by  the  President  to  rescind 
the  famous  hybrid  Educational  Committee  resolution  which 
was  passed  in  July,  1902.  In  the  absence  of  the  President 
the  matter  was  taken  charge  of  by  the  Vice-President. 

The  Vice-President  said  it  was  unfortunate  the  President 
was  not  there  to  support  the  motion,  as  it  was  a  subject  upon 
which  he  would  probably  have  had  much  to  say.  The 
President  had  become  convinced  that   there  was  some 
deficiency  in  the  organisation  of  the  Society  in  regard  to 
examination  and  education.     When  the  resolution  which  it 
was  proposed  to  rescind  was  discussed,  it  was  evident  that 
in  the  minds  of  several  of  the  senior  colleagues  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  ways  of  dealing  with  the 
subject.    The  resolution  had  since  been  found  to  be  some- 
what unworkable.    It  was  difficult  for  the  members  of  the 
committee  to  meet  together,  as  they  were  engaged  in  various 
pursuits  in  different  parts  of  the  country.    The  English 
Board  fell  in  somewhat  readily  with  the  resolution,  and  saw 
no  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  mover  of  the 
resolution.    But  the  Scotch  Board  were  not  quite  so  sure 
that  the  scheme  was  workable,  and  they  were  inclined  to 
think  that  there  was  a  larger  proportion  of  members  of 
Council  on  the  committee  than  was  necessary.    The  Scotch 
Board  also  looked  upon  the  committee  as  intended  to  inter- 
fere somewhat  with  their  powers.    On  further  consideration 
it  has  been  found  that  there  is  a  more  workable  plan.    It  is 
proposed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  the  Council  to  assist 
the  President  on   the  numerous  questions  which  occur 
from  time  to  time  on  educational  matters.     It  is  also 
desirable    to    interest  more    members    of    Council  in 
the  question  of  education.     It  might  be  asked,  Where 
is    the  necessity  for  this  committee  when  for  so  many 
years  it  has  not  been  needed  ?  His  answer  to  that  was  that  it 
is  due  to  the  change  in  the  Preliminary  examination.  When 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  conducted  its  own  Preliminary 
examination  quite  90  per  cent,  of  the  entrants  to  pharmacy 
passed  that  examination,  and  it  was  easy  to  deal  with  the 
certificates  as  received.  Now,  when  the  Society  only  receives 
the  certificates  of  outside  bodies,  the  matter  is  much  more 
complicated.     The  regulations  and  eximinations  of  the 
several  examining  bodies  are  constantly  changing,  and  it 
has  become  necessary  to  consider  in  detail  every  certificate 
offered  as  a  Preliminary.    Such  questions  arise  as,  Is  Welsh 
a  modern  foreign  language  1  and  as  to  the  acceptance  of  a 
Matriculation  examination  in  which  Latin  is  not  included. 
In  this  way  it  happens  that  an  M.A.  degree  may  not  be 
accepted  in  some  cases.     Then  there  are  variations  in  the 
Scotch  Leaving  certificates,  and  the  new  scheme  of  English 
Leaving  certificates  to  consider.    These  instances  suffice  to 
show  the  difficulty  that    is  found   in  layiDg  down  any 
particular  case  as  a  precedent.    The  Society  is  tightly  bound 
by  a  by-law  which  requires  candidates  to  present  a  certificate 
of  having  passed  in  six  particular  subjects.    A  certificate 
may  contain  twenty  other  subjects  not  required  by  the 
by-law,  and  yet  not  include  one  of  the  subjects  required  by 
the  Society. 

Mr.  Carteighe,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  said  the 
additions  to  the  burdens  of  administration  are  now  so 
great  that  it  is  necessary,  he  took  it,  to  have  a  committee  to 
assist  the  President  and  Vice-President.  He  (the  speaker) 
would  be  pleased  to  fall  in  with  the  suggestion,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  Mr.  Hills  and  Mr.  Newsholme,  as  past-Presi 
dents,  would  also  concur  in  the  resolution.  It  was  certainly 
rescinding  one  of  Mr.  Newsholme's  resolutions,  but  he  has 
probably  by  this  realised  that  it  was  unwise  to  put  down  the 
names  of  the  hybrid  committee  without  asking  the  men 
whether  they  would  act  or  not.     On  reflection,  he  was  sure 


that  Mr.  Newsholme  would  see  it  was  far  better  to  have  a 
separate  committee,  and  he  knew  the  Boards  of  Examiners 
also  thought  that  was  the  best  way  to  meet  the  question. 
Such  a  committee  could  discuss  such  subjects  as  the  modi- 
fication of  the  Major  examination.  It  i*  not  proposed  to 
divide  the  examination  ;  but,  as  he  had  felt  for  a  long  time, 
after  a  candidate  has  passed  a  good  practical  examination, 
all  that  should  be  required  of  him  would  be  to  specialise  in 
either  botany  and  materia  medica  or  chemistry  and  physics. 
It  is  asking  a  good  deal  of  a  man  to  require  him  to  be 
highly  scientific  in  all  the  subjects,  especially  bearing  in 
mind  the  recent  developments  of  science.  His  experience  in 
the  working  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  bad  shown  him  that 
the  greatest  difficulty  is  encountered  in  getting  the  time  to 
do  all  the  work  in  histology  demanded  by  the  examination 
as  well  as  the  requirements  in  chemistry  and  phy.-ics.  He 
merely  gave  this  as  an  example  of  the  subjects  which  such 
a  committee  could  discuss. 

Mr.  Newsholme  agreed  largely  as  to  the  desirability  of 
such  a  committee,  but  he  had  not  altered  his  opinion  that 
the  resolution  he  proposed  some  time  ago  was  the  best 
method  of  dealing  with  the  subject.  The  great  idea  in  his 
mind  was  the  establishing  of  a  connecting-link  between  the 
Council  and  the  Boards  of  Examiners.  The  reason  that 
Scotch  people  did  not  like  the  proposed  hybrid  committee 
was  not  that  they  were  not  asked  before  their  names  were 
proposed,  but  because  of  the  form  in  which  the  resolution 
was  put.  The  Board  wished  the  power  of  appointment,  but 
did  not  think  that  nomination  was  sufficient.  He  (the 
speaker)  was  in  a  minority,  but  minorities  are  oi't;n  right 
Still,  he  should  conform  loyally  to  any  resolution  passed 
by  the  Council.  He  could  not  get  his  own  way;  but  the 
next  best  thing  was  the  suggestion  before  the  Council. 
The  matters  of  education  and  examination  require  the 
earnest  consideration  of  the  Council.  There  is  far  too  great 
a  responsibility  placed  upon  the  President  in  this  connection. 
Doubts  frequently  arise  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
regulations,  and  he  considered  it  a  wise  thing  to  have  a 
committee  with  powers  to  call  in  outside  aid.  It  is  im- 
portant that  education  be  considered  in  its  widest  aspects. 

The  Treasurer  said  he  agreed  that  there  were  different 
circumstances  now  in  regard  to  the  Preliminary  examination, 
but  he  could  not  go  quite  so  far  as  Mr.  Carteighe.  Was  the 
committee  to  be  an  advisory  one  or  administrative  1  If  it  is 
a  political  committee,  what  powers  would  it  have  in  suggest- 
ing vital  alterations  1  He  was  of  opinion  that  serious 
matters  should  be  discussed  by  the  Council  and  afterwards 
remitted  to  a  committee.  The  President  and  Vice-President 
say  it  would  be  very  beneficial  to  have  such  a  committee,  but 
reservations  should  be  made  that  fundamental  alterations 
should  go  before  the  Council,  and  afterwards  be  sent  to 
committee. 

The  Vice-President  said  the  committee  wouldbeadvisoiy 
and  report  to  the  Council. 

Dr.  Symes  said  there  was  a  precedent  for  such  a  com- 
mittee, as  one  was  appointed  twenty  years  ago  at  the 
instigation  of  Mr.  Schacht.  Experts  were  called  in,  and  a 
lot  of  information  was  gathered  on  educational  matters.  IE 
the  necessity  existed  then  with  50  per  cent,  of  failures, 
how  much  more  was  the  necessity  when  the  failures  reach 
75  per  cent.  1 

Mr.  Cross  said  the  committee  would  be  a  standing  one, 
not  a  temporary  one  like  that  referred  to  by  Dr.  Symes. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  matters  would  be  referred  to  the 
committee  by  the  Council.  The  matter  of  the  Major 
examination  had  already  been  discussed  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Cross  said  he  should  certainly  support  the  proposal, 
as  the  committee  was  a  representative  one. 

The  "  Hybrid  Committee  "  resolution  was  then  rescinded  ; 
the  motion  that  a  committee  of  the  Council  be  appointed  to 
consider  educational  and  examination  questions  was  carried, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  committee  consist  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Vice-President,  and  Messrs.  Carteighe,  Currie,  Glyn- 
Jones,  Hills,  Newsholme,  Kobinson,  Symes,  and  Storrar. 

Compulsory  Decimal  System. 

The  Decimal  Association  sent  a  copy  of  a  petition  to  the 
Society,  and  a^k  that  the  members  be  given  the  opportunity  of 
signiEg.  The  petition,  which  seeks  to  make  the  metric  system 
compulsory,  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  tab'.e. 
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Divisional  Secretaries. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Cox  (Kettering)  was  appointed  Divisional 
Secretary  for  E.  Northamptonshire,  and  Mr.  Murton  Holmes 
for  Croydon. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Carteighe  reported  that,  in  pursuince  of  the  resolu- 
tion passed  at  the  previous  Council-meeting,  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  arranged  an  interview  with  Mr.  Lough 
on  January  25.  Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  Wootton,  and  Mr.  Holding 
were  also  present.  As  a  result  of  the  interview  Mr.  Lough  con- 
sented to  introduce  the  Bill.  Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  Carteighe  added, 
has  got  backbone,  and  is  capable  of  fighting  if  necessary. 
These  are  useful  qualities  when  there  is  a  disposition  in  the 
House  of  Commons  to  be  amiable  and  sit  still.  Mr.  Lough 
has  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  and  of  his  activity  all 
have  experience.  He  is,  moreover,  a  man  of  affairs.  Mr. 
Carteighe  also  expressed  the  obligations  of  the  Society  to 
the  London  Chemists'  Association  for  the  assistance  rendered 
to  the  Bill  in  getting  so  many  members  of  Parliament 
interested.  Thanks  were  also  due  to  the  N.  B.  Branch  and 
the  Divisional  Secretaries  in  Scotland,  by  whose  efforts  two 
more  backers  were  obtained  for  the  Bill.  At  present  the  Bill 
is  backed  by 


Mr.  T.  Lough— Islington,  W. 
Mr.  Marshall  Hall— Southport. 
Mr.  J.  F.  Remnant — Holborn. 
Mr.  J.  L.  Wanklyn— Bradford, 
Central. 


Mr.  Ellis  Griffith— Anglesey. 
Mr.  J.  Henniker  Heaton — Can- 
terbury. 
Mr.  J.  Reid — Greenock. 
Mr.  J,  Macrae — Edinburgh,  E. 


The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

Other  Matters. 

Mr.  Currie  was  appointed  to  represent  the  Society  at  the 
Sanitary  Institute  Congress,  to  be  held  in  Glasgow  in  July. 

The  Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Association  wrote  urging 
the  Society  "  to  be  as  energetic  as  other  interested  bodies  in 
their  efforts  to  influence  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue." 

A  Councillor  asked,  "  In  what  direction  ?  "  but  no  action 
was  taken. 


Blrtb. 


James. — At  Nortonbury  House,  High  Street,  Cheltenham, 
the  wife  of  Clarence  James,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  son. 


flDarrtage, 

Ramsay — Hunter. — At  All  Souls'  Church,  Invergowrie, 
N.B.,  on  January  27,  by  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Simons,  Robert 
Sparks  Ramsay,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cardenden,  Fife,  son 
of  the  late  James  Ramsay,  Dundee  and  Arbroath,  to  Wil- 
helmina  Maule,  elder  daughter  of  Rennald  F.  Hunter, 
solicitor,  Dundee. 

2)eatb0. 

Baxter. — At  Bramley,  near  Leeds,  on  January  22,  Mr 
William  Smith  Baxter,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  forty-three_ 

Bolger. — At  the  Medical  Hall,  Maryborough,  on 
January  30,  Mary  Anne,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Bolger, 
Carlow,  aged  seventy-two.  The  funeral  took  place  on 
February  2  at  Killeshin. 

Grimshaw.— On  January  31,  from  pneumonia,  after  a 
brief  illness,  Mr.  Harry  Grimshaw,  managing  director  of 
Grimshaw  Brothers  &  Co.  (Limited),  chemical-manufacturers, 
of  Clayton. 

Hendeeson. — At  27  Bast  Trinity  Road,  on  February  1, 
Cathie,  third  daughter  of  the  late  James  B.  Henderson, 
chemist,  Dollar. 

Kelloway. — At  the  Willesden  Cottage  Hospital  on 
January  25,  from  acute  pneumonia,  Arthur  Kelloway,  of 
Messrs.  Pemberton  &  Malcolm,  chemists,  3  High  Road, 
Willesden  Green,  aged  twenty-three. 

Langham.— At  Peckham  on  January  22,  Mr.  Edward 
Langham,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty- nine. 


Schacht. — On  January  28,  at  1  Windsor  Terrace,  Clifton 
Bristol,  Ellinor  Sara  (Nellie),  daughter  of  th3  late  George 
Frederick  Schacht. 


IRaMum  IRafctaUons. 

SIR  WILLIAM  RAMSAY,  K.C.B  ,  F.R  S.,  lectured  in  the- 
Alhambra  Music-hall  last  Sunday  afternoon  on  radium^ 
The  lecture  was  on  behalf  of  the  Sunday  Society. 

*  *  * 

Sir  Oliver  Lodge,  F.R.S.,  speaking  at  the  dinner  of  the 
Authors'  Club  on  Monday  night,  explained  that 
Radium  does  not  upset  scientific  doctrines.  Those  who  think  that- 
it  is  an  inexhaustible  store  of  energy  and  is  generating  energy 
afresh,  which  has  not  previously  existed,  are  mistaken.  The 
radium  atom  is  in  itself  a  large  store  of  energy,  just  as  the  sun  is 
a  large  store  of  energy,  and  the  radium  atom  occasionally  gives  it 
out  in  perceptible  fashion  and  to  a  very  surprising  extent.  But 
it  is  not  every  radium  atom  which  is  doing  that ;  it  is  only  about- 
one  in  a  million.  Radium  is  always  emitting  its  own  internal 
energy  which  is  breaking  down  into  other  substances.  Radium, 
has  been  discovered  in  the  act  of  decadence,  and  the  decaying  of  a 
thing  implies  at  one  period  a  growth.  The  birth  of  matter  as  well 
as  the  death  of  matter  is  what  we  are  now  looking  for. 

*  *  * 

Mr.  Frederick  Soddy,  who  was  associated  with  Professor 
Rutherford  in  his  early  investigations  on  radium,  and  in  con- 
junction with  Sir  William  Ramsay  discovered  the  emanation 
of  helium  from  the  element,  contributed  to  "  Nature  "  of 
January  28  a  paper  entitled  "Researches  Relating  to 
Radium,"  which  those  interested  in  the  subject  should  read 
in  full.  It  is  the  real  wheat  separated  from  the  chaff  by  a 
master.  Referring  to  the  three  kind  of  rays  emitted  by 
radium,  he  says : 

The  a  particle  is  an  integral  part  of  the  heavy  radium  atom 
which  after  disintegration  forms  a  new  and  lighter  atom— viz.;, 
that  of  the  emanation.  This  suffers  a  second  disintegration, 
expelling  more  a  particles  and  changing  into  the  matter  which 
causes  the  "  excited  activity."  Owing  to  the  average  life  of  the 
emanation  atom  being  short— only  5'79  days— its  energy  is 
liberated  so  rapidly  that  a  correspondingly  small  quantity  can  be 
detected.  With  regaid  to  the  "spinthariscope"  effect  of  the 
a  ray  when  it  impinges  on  a  zinc-blende  screen,  discovered  by 
Crookes,  it  appears  probable  from  the  work  of  Becquerel,  Tom- 
masina,  and  others  that  the  scintillations  are  not  caused,  as  was  at 
first  thought,  by  the  direct  impact  of  the  individual  a  particle,  but 
are  due  to  cleavages  provoked  in  the  crystals  of  the  blende  by  the 
bombardment,  each  cleavage,  rather  than  each  impact,  giving 
rise  to  a  flash  of  light.  The  recent  discovery  of  Rutherford  and 
Barnes  that  more  than  70  per  cent,  of  the  energy  evolved  from 
radium  is  due  to  the  insignificant  amount  of  emanation  and  the 
products  of  its  further  change,  less  than  30  per  cent,  being  due  to 
the  element  itself,  follows  as  a  direct  consequence  of  the  disin- 
tegration theory.  It  furnishes,  it  would  seem,  an  almost  un- 
answerable argument  against  the  view  that  the  energy  evolved 
from  radium  is  derived  from  an  external  source  of  unknown 
nature. 

Mr.  Soddy  further  points  out  that  the  helium  occluded  in 
various  minerals  is  now  accounted  for  by  the  disintegration 
theory  respecting  radio-active  minerals,  and  it  appears  that 
this  occurrence  suggested  to  Ramsay  and  him  the  investiga- 
tion which  led  to  the  demonstration  that  radium-emanations 
consist  in  part  of  helium.  The  occluded  gas  is  not  found  in 
minerals  which  are  not  radio-active.  Mr.  Soddy  concludes 
his  paper  with  the  same  thought  that  Sir  Oliver  Lodge 
expressed  before  the  Authors'  Club.    He  said  : 

Radio  activity  claims  to-day  to  rank  as  an  independent  science. 
It  manifests  itself  without  affecting  or  being  affected  by  the 
ordinary  chemical  and  physical  nature  of  the  matter  in  question, 
and  therefore  belongs  to  the  domain  neither  of  physics  nor  of 
chemistry.  .  .  .  The  theory  of  atomic  disintegration  is  an  addition 
to  rather  than  a  controversion  of,  accepted  scientific  doctrines. 
Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth  than  the  idea  that  it 
upsets  in  any  way  the  atomic  theory  of  chemistry.  On  the 
contrary  ...  it  provide  the  atomic  theory  with  a  measure  ot 
confirmation  and  new  evidence. 

*  *  # 

The  same  issue  of  "Nature"  contains  a  letter  from  Mr. 
William  Ackroyd,  of  Halifax,  on  the  source  of  the  energy  of 
radium- compounds  in  which  he  argues  that  it  is  external. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Ashworth,  of  Rochdale,  suggests  that  the  y  rays 
are  generated  by  the  a  and  j8  rays. 
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High  Court  Cases. 

The  "Absorbine"  Trade-mark. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Monday,  February  1,  Mr. 
Justice  Joyce  delivered  his  reserved  judgment  in  the  action 
brought  by  Thomas  Christy  &  Co.,  of  London,  and  Mr.  W.  F. 
Young,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  for  an  injunction  to  restrain 
Tipper  &  Sons,  of  the  Veterinary  Chemical-works,  Bir- 
mingham, from  selling  or  offering  for  sale  any  embrocation 
under  the  name  "  Absorbine,"  or  any  other  name  which 
would  lead  to  the  belief  that  their  preparation  was  the 
embrocation  sold  by  the  plaintiffs.  The  defendants  asked 
that  the  trade-mark  of  the  plaintiffs  might  be  removed  from 
the  register.  Mr.  Hughes,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Sebastian  were 
counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  ;  Mr.  Younger,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  C.  P. 
Hewett  appeared  for  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Justice  Joyce  said  that  in  November,  1901,  the 
plaintiff  W.  F.  Young  applied  for  and  subsequently  obtained 
the  registration  as  a  trade-mark  of  the  word  "Absorbine" 
in  Class  2  in  respect  of  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use 
for  agricultural,  horticultural,  veterinary,  and  sanitary 
purposes,  and  in  Class  3  in  respect  of  chemical  substances 
prepared  for  use  in  medicine  and  pharmacy.  The  user  of  the 
word  appeared  to  have  been  solely  in  connection  with  a 
liquid  preparation  professing  to  be  especially  prepared  to 
absorb  and  remove  wind-puff,  capped  backs,  enlarged  glands, 
&c.  The  defendants  were  well-known  manufacturers  and 
vendors  of  veterinary  preparations,  and  they  had  previously 
sold  ointment  under  the  name  of  Tipper's  absorbent  oint- 
ment for  application  in  cases  similar  to  those  for  which  the 
plaintiffs'  remedy  was  advertised  to  be  specially  prepared. 
At  a  date  practically  contemporaneous  with  the  plaintiffs' 
application  for  their  trade  mark  "  Absorbine,"  the  defend- 
ants— who,  in  his  opinion,  were  beyond  all  question  perfectly 
honest  and  honourable  traders  without  any  knowledge  of 
what  the  plaintiffs  were  doing — changed  the  title  of  their 
"  Absorbent"  into  "Absorbine,"  and  they  had  sold  the  article 
under  the  title  "  Absorbine,"  it  appeared,  ever  since,  though 
perhaps  not  in  very  large  quantities.  The  plaintiffs,  having 
discovered  what  the  defendants  were  doing,  on  March  30, 
1903,  instituted  an  action  not  only  for  the  usual  relief  in 
respect  of  the  trade-mark,  but  also  for  an  injunction  to  re- 
strain the  defendants  from  passing  off  or  enabling  others 
to  pass  off  their  veterinary  ointment  as  and  for  the  plaintiffs' 
liquid  remedy.  Defendants  replied  with  a  motion  to  ex- 
punge "Absorbine"  from  the  register.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  trial  it  was  virtually  admitted  by  the  plaintiffs,  and 
he  (Mr.  Justice  Joyce)  now  decided  it,  that  if  "  Absorbine  " 
be  allowed  to  remain  on  the  register,  the  action  for  passing 
off  as  distinguished  from  the  action  for  infringement  of 
trade-mark  was  unnecessary.  It  was  quite  clear  that  the 
word  "  Absorbine  "  had  obvious  reference  to  the  character  or 
quality  of  the  goods,  and  it  could  only  be  registered,  if  at 
all,  under  Section  D  of  Sub-section  1  of  Clause  64  of  the  Act 
of  1883  as  being  an  invented  word.  Whether  it  be  or  not 
within  the  meaning  of  that  term  in  the  statute  was  the 
single  question  that  remained  for  him  to  decide.  The  first 
two  syllables  of  the  word  formed  the  common  English  word 
absorb,  and  he  was  not  told  how  the  word  "  absorbine  "  was 
invented.  If  it  be  a  misspelling  of  the  present  participle  of 
the  verb  absorb,  it  was  certainly  incapable  of  registration  in 
respect  of  such  a  preparation  as  plaintiffs'.  The  termination 
"  ine  "  was  found  in  many  words  designating  chemical  sub- 
stances, as  might  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  index  of  any 
manual  of  chemistry,  and  it  was  found  as  a  frequent  ter- 
mination of  medicinal  preparations  known  as  proprietary 
articles  when  so  used.  He  was  not  aware  that  "  ine  "  had 
any  meaning  at  all  as  of  itself,  and  here  it  was  little  more 
than  a  flourish  to  the  word  or  expression  to  which  it  was 
attached  in  order  to  make  a  euphonious  name.  In  the 
"  Solio  "  case  it  was  decided,  contrary  to  what  had  previously 
been  held,  that  a  word  might  be  a  good  invented  word, 
although  it  might  have  some  reference  to  the  character  or 
quality  of  the  goods,  and  that  "Solio"  was  an  invented 
word.  He  knew  of  no  authority  which  required  him  to  hold 
that  such  a  word  as  "Absorbine  "  was  an  invented  word. 
None  of  the  syllables  or  parts  with  which  the  word  was 


composed  were  invented,  and  he  saw  no  invention  in  the 
combining  of  them  so  as  to  form  a  whole.  In  the  circum- 
stances he  found  himself  compelled  to  hold  that "  Absorbine  " 
was  not  an  invented  word  within  the  meaning  of  the  ex- 
pression in  the  Act,  and  must  be  expunged  from  the 
register.  The  action  must  be  dismissed,  with  the  ordinary 
consequences. 

Clarke's  Ammonia. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  Januaiy  29,  Mr.  Justice 
Kekewich  had  before  him  a  motion  by  the  Sunbeam  .Bleach 
Company  (Limited),  Old  Kent  Road,  London,  to  restrain 
Daniel  Clarke,  until  the  trial  of  the  action,  from  being 
directly  or  indirectly  engaged  or  interested  (save  as  a  share- 
holder in  Clarke's  Ammonia-works,  Limited,  which  has  its 
offices  in  Ayr,  Scotland)  in  the  manufacture  or  sale  of 
Clarke's  ammonia  or  Sunbeam  bleach,  or  any  similar  pre- 
paration for  the  same  purpose  ;  and  it  was  further  sought  to 
restrain  the  defendant  from  permitting  or  suffering  his  name 
to  be  used  or  employed  in  connection  with  such  manu- 
facture or  sale,  and  from  applying  to  any  person  who  was 
a  customer  of  the  business  carried  on  by  the  defendant  at 
the  date  of  an  agreement  of  March  20,  1899,  by  which  the 
goodwill  was  sold  to  the  plaintiff'  company.  Mr.  Warring- 
ton, K.C.,  who  appeared  for  the  plaintiff  company,  said  they 
had  received  certain  information  which  led  them  to  believe 
that  defendant  was  making  Clarke's  ammonia.  The  secre- 
tary of  one  of  the  plaintiff  companies  had  attended  on  one  of 
the  customers  at  Birmingham,  who  stated  that  the  defendant 
had  called  and  said  he  was  a  manufacturer  of  ammonia, 
and  would  give  him  15  per  cent,  commission.  On  Janu- 
ary 23  the  secretary  saw  in  the  window  of  a  shop  in 
Bromley  some  bottles  of  ammonia  labelled  "Original 
founder,  Daniel  Clarke."  The  defendant  went  into  the 
witness-box  and  said  the  name  of  Clarke  had  never  been 
acquired  by  the  company,  and  he  had  never  committed  any 
infringement  of  the  agreement.  His  Lordship  said  that  by 
the  agreement  the  defendant  must  not  sell  Clarke's 
ammonia  for  five  years  from  March  27,  1899,  and  he  must 
not  solicit  customers.  The  injunction  would  be  granted, 
and  if  defendant  disobeyed  it  there  would  probably  be  an 
application  to  send  him  to  prison. 

'  Bull's-eye"  Damages. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  before  Mr.  Justice  Byrne,  on 
Friday,  January  29,  Mr.  Kerly  appeared  in  support  of  a 
motion  by  Kodak  (Limited)  to  restrain  the  City  Sale  and 
Exchange  Company,  93  and  94  Fleet  Street,  London,  from 
passing  off  instruments  as  and  for  the  goods  of  the  plaintiff 
company  under  the  name  of  "Bull's  Eye."  Counsel  said 
that  the  parties  had  agreed  that  the  motion  should  be 
treated  as  the  trial  of  the  action,  the  defendants  submitting 
to  a  perpetual  injunction  being  made  against  therm  and  to 
pay  a  sum  of  10/.  for  damages  and  costs  as  between  solicitor 
and  client.    Order  accordingly. 

Aii  RATED- WATER  BOTTLE  CASE. 

On  January  25  and  26,  in  the  Dublin  Court  of  Appeal,  before 
Lord  Justice  FitzGibbon,  Lord  Justice  Walker,  and  Lord 
Justice  Holmes,  the  appeal  was  heard  in  the  Base  of 
A.  &  R.  Thwaites  (Limited)  v.  McEvilly,  and  Cantrell  & 
Cochrane  v.  Murphy  &  Bradshaw  from  an  order  of  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  (C.  4'  ■&■■>  Ju'y  25,  page  180)  restraining  the 
defendants  from  selling  or  offering  for  sale  any  aerated 
water  or  mineral  water  not  manufactured  by  the  plaintiffs 
in  bottles  embossed  with  the  names  of  these  manufacturers. 
The  present  cases  were  consolidated,  so  as  to  form  a  test-case. 
After  hearing  counsel  on  both  sides,  Lord  Justice  FitzGibbon, 
in  delivering  judgment,  said  the  matter  was  that  of  the 
illegal  use  of  a  trade-mark.  The  object  of  the  Merchandise- 
marks  Act  appeared  to  be  for  the  protection  of  the  public. 
Things  absolutely  innocent  were  held  to  be  within  the  Act. 
The  words  in  the  Act  described  what  was  done  in  these 
cases.  The  stuff  was  put  into  the  bottles  of  other  manu- 
facturers. The  defence  was  that  when  there  was  a  label 
that  contradicted  the  trade-mark  the  offender  was  not 
within  the  words  "false  trade  description."  The  Court 
could  not  accede  to  that  argument.  The  decision  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  granting  an  injunction,  must  be  affirmed, 
and  the  appeal  dismissed,  with  costs. 

Lord  Justice  Walker  concurred.    He  said  there  wis  clearly 
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a  violation,  of  the  Act  of  1887;  He  did  not  see  how  the 
defendants  could  show  that  they  had  acted  innocently. 

Lord  Justice  Holmes  also  concurred. 
.  The  result  was  that  the  appeal  was  dismissed,  the  defend- 
ants (who  were  the  appellants)  to'bear  the  costs. 

The  Arsenic  in  Glucose  Case. 

Mr.  Justice  Bruce,  in  the  King's  Bench  Division  on 
Tuesday,  February  2  delivered  judgment  in  the  case  of 
Bostoek  &  Co.  (Limited)  v.  J.  Nicholson  &  Sons  (Limited), 
the  facts  of  which  were  reported  in  our  issues  for  January. 
The  plaintiffs  claimed  damages,  amounting  to  about  300,000/ , 
for  breach  of  contract  on  the  part  of  defendants  J  for 
supplying  them  with  arsenical  vitriol. 

Mr.  Justice  Bruce,  in  his  judgment,  after  closely  ex- 
amining the  details  of  the  er.dence,  said  he  did  not  think 
the  words  "made  from  brimstone  ""  mentioned  in  the  con- 
tract-nctes  were  to  be  taken  in  their  literal  sense.  He 
clo;e!y  examined  the  evidence  as  to  the' trade  meanings  of 
'D.O.V.  and  B.O.V.  and  what  the  plaintiffs  ordered.  Up  to 
1902  they  had  obtained  the  former ;"  then  they  asked  B.O.V. 
to  be  supplied.  The  evidence  as  to  meaning  of  B.O.V.  had 
been,  very  contradictory,  but  he  thought  the  reasonable  con- 
clusion to  be  drawn  was  that  B  O. V.  was  used  to  designate 
a'cid  of  the  strength  of  80  per  cent:,  whether  pure  or  impure, 
as  distinguished  from  the  stronger  acid  D.O.V.  Continuing, 
Kis. Lordship  said:  '  " 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  meaning  of  the  letters  B.O.V.  in 
the  trade,  I  think  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  defendants  in  their 
works  used  B.O.V  as  applied  to  unpurified  acid  and  purified  acid 
equally-  In  their  books  they  seem  to  have  described  purified  ac'.d 
as.  B.O.V.  Ox.  "  and  unpurified  acid  as  "  B.O.V.  Stone."  In  their 
invoice  they  described  purified  acid  as  ""B.O.V."  simply.  Having 
regard  to  the  dealings  between  plaintiffs  and  defendants  and  their 
predecessors,  B.O.V.,  I  think,  means  80  degrees  strength  acid  and 
purified  from  arsenic.  In  1896  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  parties 
were  then  bargaining  for  a  pure  commercial  acid,  and  that  that 
was  supplied.  The  same  applies  to  contracts  in  the  following 
years :  On  January  17,  1903,  the  defendants  in  their  circular 
offered  "  B.O.V.  at  47s.  6(7..  per  ton  net,  delivered  as  now."  On 
January  18  plaintiffs  demur  at  the  piice,  and  say  they  must  have 
it  at  present  prices,  and  on  the  20th  defendants  say  they  are 
agreeable  to  contract  at  last  year's  price.  I  think  it  is  clear  that 
that  means  last  year's  price  aud  last  year's  article.  It  does  not 
rqean  last  year's  price  for  an  inferior  article  or  a  different  article; 
it  meant  "best  B.O.V."  in  which  they  had  all  aloDg  dealt — that  is, 
B.O.V.  commercially  free  from  arsenic.  There  was,  therefore,  in 
miy  opinion,  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  goods  by  description 
Within  Section  13  of  Sale  of  Goods  Act,  1893 — that  is,  the  sale  of 
B.O.V.  commercially  free  from  arsenic,  and  there  was  an  implied 
condition  that  the  goods  supplied  should  correspond  with  the 
description;  and  when  the  .defendants  in  March,  1900,  delivered 
B.O.V.  which  was  not  commercially  free  from  arsenic,  there  was  a 
breach  of  implied  condition.  On  tne  view  I  take  of  the  contract 
of  January,  1900,  the  contract  of  the  parties  is  admissible  as 
explained  in  the  meaning  of  the  letters  B.O.V.,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  in  order  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  parties  to 
re-form  the  contract  and  sell  acid  free  from  arsenic.  I  need  not  at 
the  present  time  consider  the  effect  of  the  breach  of  the 
implied  conditions  annexed  to  the  contract  of  sale,  or  to  what 
extent  the  plaintiff's  would  treat  the  breach  of  such  conditions  as 
a  breach  of  warranty  by  virtue  of  Section  11  of  the  Sale  of  Goods 
Act.  That  is  a  matter  which,  I  think,  properly  comes  under  the 
head  of  damage,  and  need  not  be  determined  till  the  question  of 
damage  comes  up  for  discussion.  I  ought  to  say  that  I  think  the 
buyer  did  not  expressly  or  by  implication  make  known  to  the 
seller  the  particular  purpose  for  which  the  goods  were  required  so 
as  to  bring  into  operation  the  Sale  of  Goods  Act.  One  question 
I  have  been  asked  to  answer  is  whether  the  plaintiffs  b}-  exercise 
of  ordinary  care  could  have  discovered  the  presence  of  arsenic 
in  the  acid  before  it  was  used  by  them.  Mr.  Cook  was  the 
chemist  employed  hy  the  plaintiffs.  He  tested  up  to  1900,  but  in 
1900  he  did  not  test  for  arsenic,  not  considering  it  necessary.  I 
am  not  satisfied  that  the  explanation  of  Mr.  Cook  is  a  very  satis- 
factory one.  From  1892  to  1899  he  tested  for  arsenic,  and  if  he 
thought  that  that  wa3  a  reasonable  precaution  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  why  he  discontinued  it  in  1900.  I  think  if  Mr.  Cook 
had  done  his  duty  by  his  employers  he  ought  not  to  have  allowed 
himself  to  be  lulled  into  security,  and  would  have  discovered  the 
presence  of  the  arsenic  in  the  acid.  Here  is  another  matter.  It 
is  proved  that  the  acid  supplied  from  March,  1900,  was  of  a  darker 
colour  than  the  purified  acid  before  supplied.  That  ought  to 
have  directed  Mr.  Cook's  attention  to  the  acid  and  led  him  to 
examine  it.  Had  Mr.  Cook  tested  it  in  190 ),  as  he  did  in  1897, 
when  some  dark-coloured  acid  was  supplied,  the  presence  of 
arsenic  would  almost  certainly  have  been  discovered.  The 


question  whether  plaintiffs  owed  any  duty  towards  the 
defendants  to  test  the  acid,  when  the  defendants  by  their 
contract  undertook  to  supply  it  free  from  arsenic,  is  one 
which  I  do  not  now  decide.  I  leave  it  for  argument 
when  the  question  of  damages  comes  to  be  considered. 
AH  I  decide  is  that  if  the  officers  of  the  plaintiffs  had  exercised 
due  diligence  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  on  and  after 
March  2,  1900,  they  would  have  discovered  the  presence  of  the 
arsenic,  and  at  least  a  large  portion  of  the  mischief  caused  by  the 
use  of  the  impure  acid  would  have  been  avoided.  I  have  now 
answered  all  the  questions  I  was  asked  to  determine,  and  I  shall 
be  glad  to  have  the  question  of  damages  settled  at  an  early  date. 

Sir  Edward  Clarke,  K.C.,  for  defendants,  and  Mr.  C.  A. 
Russell,  K  C,  for  plaintiffs,  said  they  would  arrange  to  argue 
the  question  of  damages  on  an  early  day. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Compound  Liquorice  Powder. 

At  Sheffield,  on  January  28,  John  Turner,  herbalist,  of 
778  Attercliffe  Road,  was  summoned  for  selling  compound 
liquorice  powder  containing  an  excess  of  sulphur  to  the 
extent  of  6  per  cent.  At  the  request  of  defendant's  solicitor 
the  case  was  adjourned  in  order  that  the  sample  might  be 
analysed  at  Somerset  House.  It  was  also  contended  that 
the  analyst's  certificate  should  have  set  out  all  the  in- 
gredients, in  addition  to  the  sulphur. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 

At  Sheffield,  on  January  28,  Walter  Atkinson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  323  Penistone  Road,  was  summoned  for  selling 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre  containing  only  0  06  of  nitrous  ether. 
For  the  defendant,  it  was  pleaded  that  he  had  been  in 
business  for  thirty  years,  and  had  never  before  had  a 
complaint  against  him.  The  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  was 
purchased  over  twelve  months  ago,  and  must  have  de- 
teriorated in  the  process  of  time.  The  sample  taken  was 
the  last  of  the  lot.  The  Chairman  said  defendant  had 
been  guilty  of  negligence,  and  would  be  fined  2?.  inclusive. 

Lead  in  Cream  op  Tartar. 

At  West  Ham  Police  Court,  on  February  3,  Messrs.  Leverett 
&  Frye  (Limited),  grocers,  Colville  Mansions,  NottiDg  Hill, 
were  summoned  for  selling  cream  of  tartar  which  Dr.  Dyer 
(the  public  analyst)  certified  to  contain  lead  in  the  propor- 
tion of  rather  more  than  1  gr.  to  the  pound. 

Mr.  Beck  (Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby),  who  appeared  for  the 
defendants,  cross-examined  Dr.  Dyer  when  he  was  in  the 
witness-box  with  a  view  to  showing  that  the  impurity  was 
no  fault  of  the  defendants,  but  originated  in  the  process  of 
manufacture.  Glazed  vessels,  said  Dr.  Dyer,  are  now  being 
used,  and  by  reason  of  the  attention  drawn  to  the  matter 
the  samples  are  now  practically  free  from  lead,  and  he  hoped 
that  soon  they  will  be  absolutely  free. 

Mr.  Beck  then,  for  the  defence,  urged  that  the  defendants 
were  merely  the  victims  of  foreign  manufacturers.  Cream 
of  tartar,  as  it  had  been  known  to  the  trade  till  the  last  fe* 
months,  had  been  a  cream  of  tartar  known  to  contain 
some  slight  traces  of  lead  ;  what  was  sold  was  the  article 
usually  known  and  sold  as  creim  of  tartar,  and  his  submis- 
sion would  be  that  this  being  sold  there  was  no  offence. 
The  prosecution  (for  whom  Dr.  C.  Sanders,  M.O.H.,  appeared) 
had  put  up  the  1898  British  Pharmacopoeia  as  the  standard. 

The  Magistrate  (Mr.  Gillespie)  :  If  a  grocer  sells  chemists' 
goods  he  must  take  the  necessary  care  to  see  that  they  are 
as  they  should  be.  As  I  understand  it,  pure  cream  of  tartar 
can  be  had,  and  if  a  person  asks  for  it  he  is  entitled  to 
have  it. 

Mr.  Beck  observed  that  in  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  cream 
of  tartar  is  referred  to  as  "purified  cream  of  tartar,"  and  he 
urged  that  the  defendants  had  no  possible  knowledge  that 
what  they  were  selling  was  otherwise  than  pure. 

Mr.  Gillespie  said  he  did  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
the  defendants  wilfully  put  lead  into  this  cream  of  tartar, 
but  on  the  evidence  it  was  shown  that  its  presence  could  be 
discovered  with  ordinary  precautions.  It  was  a  serious 
matter  that  a  thing  injurious  to  health  like  this  should  be 
sold.    He  imposed  a  fine  of  10?.,  including  costs. 
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Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Cuff's  Oil. 

Sheriff  Campbell  Shairp  attended  at  the  Sheriff  Court- 
house, Ayr,  on  Tuesday,  February  2,  for  the  trial  of  several 
persons  who  were  charged  with  offences  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act.  The  first  case  called  was  that  of  Messrs.  H.  &  T. 
McQuiston,  ironmongers,  Cassillis  Road,  Maybole,  who 
were  charged  at  the  instance  of  the  Registrar  with  selling 
corrosive  sublimate  as  an  ingredient  in  a  bottle  of  Cuff's 
fly,  scab,  and  mange  oil,  or  maggot-lotion,  in  contravention 
of  Section  17  of  the  Act  in  respect  that  (1)  the  poison  was 
sold  to  a  person  unknown  to  the  seller  and  not  introduced  ; 
(2)  the  seller  failed  to  enter  the  sale  in  a  poison-book  or 
take  the  signature  of  the  purchaser ;  and  (3)  the  bottle  was 
not  labelled  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller.  The 
accused  firm  was  represented  by  Mr.  Hugh  McQuiston,  one 
of  the  partners,  and  he  pleaded  guilty. 

The  Sheriff  said  that  a  curious  point  arose  in  the  complaint. 
The  prosecutor  specified  three  different  offences,  any  one  of 
which  would  involve  the  penalty,  and  apparently  all  three 
might  be  committed  at  the  same  price. 

Mr.  Peter  Morison,  jun.,  S.S.C.,  who  appeared  for  the 
Registrar,  said  his  Lordship  would  see  he  only  charged  one 
offence — namely,  a  contravention  of  the  section.  They 
recited  the  three  heads  in  order  to  let  the  respondent  know 
what  charge  he  had  to  meet.  It  was  quite  true  that  if  they 
proved  only  one  of  the  three  forms  of  the  contravention 
specified,  he  would  secure  the  same  penalty  as  if  they  proved 
all  three. 

The  Sheriff  :  So  that  you  might  have  caught  him  on  any  of 
the  three,  but  he  can  commit  them  all  at  the  same  price. 

Mr.  Morison  reminded  his  Lordship  of  a  recent  case  in  that 
court  in  which  an  ironmonger  at  Girvan  was  charged  with 
selling  poison.  The  offender  and  other  ironmongers  who 
were  summoned  on  the  same  charge  on  that  cccasion 
voluntarily  undertook  to  give  up  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  the 
Registrar  felt  it  to  be  consisti-nt  with  his  public  duty  to 
withdraw  the  charge,  it  being  the  first  of  its  kind  within  his 
Lordship's  jurisdiction.  On  that  occasion,  however,  it  was 
publicly  intimated  in  court  that  should  any  other  complaint 
arise  within  the  sheriffdom  such  a  course  would  not  be 
adopted.  Notwithstanding  that  warning,  the  illegal  sales  of 
poison  had  been  continued,  and  this  having  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Registrar  these  four  cases  had  been  brought 
before  the  Court.  He  further  stated  that  the  poison  sold 
here  was  one  of  the  most  virulent  mineral  poisons  known,  and 
pointed  out  that  the  poison  could  be  readily  separated  by  any 
.person  who  wished  to  use  it  for  an  improper  purpose.  He 
pointed  out  the  danger  to  the  public  safety  which  would  be 
created  in  the  selling  of  such  poisons  if  the  restrictions 
were  relaxed,  and  said  the  Registrar  felt  it  necessary  to 
bring  these  cases  into  court  in  order  that  such  looseness 
should  be  put  a  stop  to.  He  asked  that  in  addition  to  the 
penalty  the  respondents  should  be  found  liable  in  the  costs 
of  the  prosecution. 

Mr.  McQuiston  said  he  had  sold  this  article  for  twenty 
years,  and  did  not  know  it  was  an  offence  to  do  so.  He 
believed  eighteen  out  of  every  twenty  ironmongers  in  the 
country  were  selling  it  to-day.  It  was  of  little  consequence 
to  him,  as  the  profit  on  the  sale  would  not  amount  to  more 
than  10*-.  a  year.  The  article  was  in  sealed  packages,  and 
he  sold  it  as  it  came  from  the  maker.  He  undertook,  now 
that  he  knew  it  was  unlawful,  to  give  up  the  sale  entirely. 

In  answer  to  the  Sheriff,  the  respondent  said  he  did  not 
get  any  notice  from  the  manufacturer  that  it  was  unlawful 
for  him  to  sell  it. 

Mr.  Morison  said  the  manufacturer's  labels  and  wrappers 
were  marked  "  Poison,"  and  that  was  distinct  notice. 

The  Sheriff  said  his  view  was  that  it  was  very  important 
in  the  public  interest  that  these  powerful  poisons 
should  not  be  easily  obtained,  and  that  was  the  ground  on 
which  this  whole  legislation — which  was  very  good  legisla- 
tion— proceeded.  Hard  cases  might  arise  in  enforcing  the 
law,  and  the  present  might  be  one  where  the  offender  did 
not  know  he  was  committing  an  offence.  Lut  he  must 
impose  some  penalty  to  stop  the  sale  of  these  articles,  which 
should  only  be  sold  by  qualified  chemists.  He  would  treat 
this  case  as  a  first  offence,  but  he  gave  warning  that  in 
future  cases  the  penalty  would  be  increased.  The  penalty 
would  be  11.,  and  1?.  5s.  of  costs. 


John  Cuthbert,  Messrs.  McQuiston's  assistant,  was  then 
charged,  under  Section  15,  with  selling  the  lotion,  and  pleaded 
guilty,  explaining  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  he 
was  committing  an  offence.  The  Sheriff  imposed  a  penalty 
of  10s.,  and  11.  5s.  of  costs. 

John  Cameron,  J. P.,  ironmonger,  84  High  Street,  Maybole, 
then  pleaded  guilty  to  contravening  section  17  of  the  Act  in 
the  same  way  as  Mr.  McQuiston  and  his  assistant. 

John  Cameron,  jun.,  was  charged  under  Section  15,  and 
also  pleaded  guilty.  Similar  penalties  were  imposed.  These 
were  all  paid  by  the  respondents  before  leaving  the  court. 

County  Court  Case. 

Toilet-specialities  for  Ladies. 

At  the  Bloomsbury  County  Court,  on  Monday,  February  1, 
counsel  applied  for  an  adjournment  of  the  case  of 
Vom  Anderberg  v.  Cross,  which  was  in  the  Judge's  list  for 
February  5,  until  after  the  end  of  the  month.  He  stated 
that  his  client,  Mrs.  Cross,  had  been  for  the  past  fortnight  in 
the  Middlesex  Hospital,  and  as  she  had  just  undergone  a 
serious  operation  there  would  be  no  likelihood  of  her  being 
able  to  leave  the  hospital  for  some  time.  He  also  asked 
Judge  Bacon  to  extend  the  time  allowed  for  his  client  to 
answer  interrogatories. 

After  some  argument,  Judge  Bacon  said :  Let  it  be  ad- 
journed. You  had  better  make  it  longer  than  a  month.  What 
is  it  all  about  ? 

Plaintiff's  Solicitor :  Part  of  the  claim  has  reference  to  adver- 
tisements in  newspapers,  which  have  to  be  paid  for  at  once. 

Judge  Bacon :  Newspapers  don't  give  credit  for  adver- 
tisements, do  they  ? 

Counsel :  Some  do,  your  honour.  We  have  a  counter- 
claim for  prescriptions  for  some  of  the  toilet  specialities. 
This  is  a  family  matter  entirely,;  the  parties  are  all  related ; 
and  in  this  case  the  plaintiff  is  the  brother-in-law  of  the  de- 
fendant. 

Judge  Bacon :  Oh,  yes,  I  remember.  This  was  the  case 
where  one  of  the  sisters  got  married,  and  it  was  alleged  set 
up  in  a  rival  business  in  the  same  street. 

It  was  further  arranged  that  a  third  action  between  the 
parties,  which  had  been  fixed  for  February  19,  should  also 
be  taken  six  weeks  hence. 


Bankruptcy  IReport. 


He  Rees  Martin  Lewis,  late  of  119  South  Lambeth  Ro>d, 
S.W.,  Chemist. — The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  was  held 
on  January  29,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  before  Mr. 
Registrar  Brougham.  The  accounts  show  liabilities  469?.  9s.  lid., 
against  assets  40/,.  18s.  la  the  course  of  his  evidence  the  debtor 
stated  that  he  started  the  business  at  South  Lambeth  Road  in 
June,  1896,  with  capital  advanced  by  his  father,  who  was  now  a 
creditor  for  220?.  Other  loans  amounting  to  66?.  had  been 
obtained  from  relatives,  and  the  balance  of  the  liabilities  was 
trade-debts.  Witness  traded  until  the  middle  of  last  October, 
when,  being  in  financial  difficulties,  he  sold  the  business  for  50?., 
the  net  balance  of  which  was  paid  over  to  his  solicitors  to  hold 
pending  his  bankruptcy  petition.  He  attributed  his  failure  to 
want  of  working-capital,  to  general  depression  in  trade  during  the 
last  three  years,  together  with  competition  of  stores,  legal  expenses 
through  pressure  by  creditors,  and  loss  on  the  sale  of  the  busi- 
ness.   The  examination  was  concluded. 


<5a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 
Moore,  J.  W.,  and  Style,  M.,  under  the  style  of  Moore  &  Style, 
Moreton-in-the-Marsh,  Gloucestershire,  surgeons  and  apothe- 
caries. 

Price,  A.  E.,  and  Bell,  T.  A.,  under  the  style  of  Drs.  Price  & 
Bell,  Gloucester,  physicians,  surgeons,  and  accoucheurs. 

Receiving  Orders. 
Xiovell,  Francis  Otley,  Adelaide  Boad,  South  Hampstead, 
medical  practitioner. 

Spurr,  Henry  Reynolds,  Heaton  Chapel,  near  Manchester 
Manchester,  late  Oldham,  Lancashire,  now  an  estate  ageut 
and  formerly  a  chemical-mauufacturer, 
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The  references  to  details  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  and  to 
their  history,  in  previous  articles,  can  scarcely  fail  to  prove 
that  those  Acts  have  been  straDgely  misunderstood  ;  that 
their  objects,  both  direct  and  subsidiary,  were  beneficial 
in  regard,  to  public  interests ;  that  they  did  not  create 
monopoly  or  necessarily  cause  interference  with  trade  or 
oscupations  of  a  legitimate  nature.  Nevertheless  the  practical 
effect  of  the  Acts  has  afforded  some  reason  for  complaint 
that  it  has  been  attended  with  inconvenience  of  a  kind  that 
is  inconsistent  with  their  intention  and  general  policy.  In 
order  to  arrive  at  a  proper  opinion  on  that  point,  and  as  to  the 
rationale  of  the  legislation,  it  will  be  convenient  to  consider, 
with  the  aid  cf  particulars  already  given,  what  were  the 

Special  and  General  Objects  of  the  Enactments. 

From  the 

outset  there  is  evidence  that  the  enactment  was  intended  to 
apply  to  all  medicines,  but  that  it  was  to  apply  only  to 
"certa?n  persons,"  and  that  it  was  not  to  apply  toother 
persons.  That  intention  is  also  evident  in  all  the  amend- 
ments of  the  original  Act,  each  enacting-provision  being 
accompanied  by  exceptions  and  exemptions.  For  con- 
venience in  ascertaining  how  the  Acts  affected  the  persons 
to  whom  they  were  intended  to  apply,  the  exceptions  and 
exemptions  may  for  the  present  be  left  out  of  consideration. 
The  effect  of  the  original  enactment  was,  then,  to  require  all 
persons  selling  medicines  "  to  take  out  a  licence  for  that 
purpose."  That  applied  to  the  sale  of  "any  medicine"  and 
all  medicines  sold  by  persons  requiring  to  be  licensed  were 
chargeable  with  an  ad-ralorevi  stamp-duty.  That  enactment 
has  not  been  altered,  but  has  been  continued  by  subsequent 
amendments  and,  in  that'respect,  the  statute  law  relating  to 
the  sale  of  medicines  remains  the  same  as  it  was  in  1783. 
By  the  amendment  of  the  original  enactment  the  necessity 
for  a  licence  to  sell  "any  medicine"  was  extended  to  the 
sale  of  some  medicinal  drugs,  but  no  change  was  made  in 
regard  to  the  sale  of  medicines.  That  position  has  been 
maintained  in  the  several  amended  Acts  ;  therefore  it  is  the 
statute  law  at  the  present  time.  Passing  now  to  the  effect 
of  these  enactments  in  regard  to  the 

Persons  to  whom  they  were  not  Intended  to  Apply, 

the  first 

point  to  be  noted  is  that  the  exceptions  and  exemptions,  as 
specified  in  the  Acts,  were  designed  with  recognition  of  the 
necessity  for  special  technical  knowledge  and  skill  in  dealing 
with  medicines  and  medicinal  drugs.  From  that  point  of 
view  restriction  of  the  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines  was  evi- 
dently contemplated  as  a  correlative  of  the  regulation  effected 
by  the  enactment.  Hence  persons  who  for  three  years  before 
the  passing  of  the  first  Medicine-stamp  Act  had  "  kept  a  shop 
for  the  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines  only  "  were  included 
among  those  to  whom  the  Act  was  not  to  apply.  All  the  other 
persons  mentioned  as  exceptijns,  had  the  particular  craft- 
qualification  by  which  they  were  fitted  to  perform  the  duties 
connected  with  the  preparation  and  compounding  of 
medicines. 

Changes  that  have  taken  place  since  that  time  have  no 
doubt  very  materially  altered  the  conditions  of  trade,  but 
there  has  not  been  any  diminution  of  the  necessity  for 
technical  knowledge  and  skill  on  the  part  of  persons  engaged 
in  the  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines.  The  changes  that  are 
to  be  considered,  in  that  respect,  are  of  a  different  nature. 
Persons  who  kept  a  shop  for  the  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines 
three  years  before  1783  are  most  probably  extinct.  Surgeons 
and  apothecaries  are  now  seldom  engaged  in  that  business  : 
consequently  chemists  and  druggists  are  the  only  persons 
who  can  at  the  present  time  claim  to  be 

Legitimate  Sellers  of  Drugs  and  Medicines 

according  to  the 

provisions  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  ext:nding  over  a 
period  of  120  years  ;  and,  if  changes  that  hive  taken  place 
in  the  interim  are  to  be  taken  into  account,  the  change  that 
his  been  effected  in  the  position  of  chemists  and  druggists  by 
their  special  statutory  qualification  is  one  of  more  importance 
in  relation  to  the  proper  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines  than  any 
alterations  affecting  the  trade  carried  on  by  chandlers, 


grocers,  or  general  stores,  involving  no  responsibility  or  skill 
beyond  that  attaching  to  the  sale  of  packed  goods. 
Another  noteworthy  circumstance  in  connection  with  the 
Medicine-stamp  Acts  is 

The  Distinction 

they  make  between  accredited  medicines,  pre- 
pared and  compounded  by  duly  qualified  persons  in  accord- 
ance with  recognised  practice,  and  the  unauthorised  con- 
coctions paraded  before  the  public  "by  their  proprietors,  as 
panaceas  or  specifics  for  the  cure  of  disease — i.e.,  the  quack 
medicines  which  Lord  John  Cavendish  considered  to  be 
"very  proper  objects  of  taxation."  At  the  time  the  first 
Act  was  passed  for  that  purpose  most  of  those  medicines 
were,  or  were  pretended  to  be,  the  subjects  of  royal  letters 
patent  and,  from  the  terms  of  the  first  Act,  such  patented 
medicines  appear  to  have  been  the  only  kind  of  proprietary 
medicines  specifically  mentioned.  In  the  amendment  of 
that  Act.  however,  the  specification  of  other  forms  of  pro- 
prietorship, as  well  as  that  attaching  to  medicines  sold  under 
authority  of  letters  patent,  distinctly  proves  that  proprietor- 
ship, within  the  meaning  of  the  Acts,  was  the  essential  point 
towards  which  taxation  was  directed.  That  further  marks 
the  intended  distinction  between  duly  qualified  persons  and 
the  makers  of  secret  remedies  haviDg  no  authority,  and 
perhaps  no  competence,  to  treat  diseases,  but  preferring,  for 
that  purpose,  to  trade  upon  public  credulity  by  puffing  the 
curative  qualities  of  their  productions.  To  prevent  evasion 
of  the  Acts  by  such  persons,  the  taxing  provisions  required 
to  be  extended  to  "all  medicines  whatsoever,"  as  the  Acts 
provide,  whether  they  were  proprietary  or  "  known,  admitted 
and  approved  of "  as  remedies  by  medical  authority.  The 
necessity  for  technical  knowledge  in  the  sale  of  such  medi- 
cines is  also  fully  recognised  by  the  Acts  in  the  provision 
that  this  latter  class  of  authorised  and  accredited  medicines 
— though,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Acts,  necessarily  made 
chargeable  with  stamp-duty  in  common  with  proprietary 
medicines — should  be  exempt  from  stamp-duty  when  sold  by 
duly  qualified  persons,  while  in  other  cases  the  same  medi- 
cines were  made  liable  in  the  same  manner  as  proprietary 
medicines. 

Among  the  Difficulties  that  have  Arisen 

in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Acts,  that  resulting  from  the  use  of  the  possessive 
case  has,  perhaps,  been  the  most  troublesome;  for  un- 
doubtedly that  form  of  description  is  prima  facie  suggestive 
of  proprietorship,  though  in  reality  it  may  mean  no  more 
than  that  a  medicine  is  guaranteed  to  be  made  by  a  com- 
petent individual  and  to  be,  on  that  account,  a  trustworthy 
preparation,  as  in  the  case  of  Battley's  liq.  opii,  Kandall's 
essence  of  giDger,  &c.  In  other  instances  the  use  of  the 
possessive  case — as  Gregory's  powder,  Hamilton's  pills,  &c. — is 
rather  evidence  that  the  medicine  is  not  proprietary,  since 
those  denominations  mean  that  the  medicines  are  prepared 
according  to  the  prescription  of  a  physician  and  are  well- 
known  remedies.  The  difficulty  relating  to  recommendation 
of  accredited  medicinal  preparations  is,  in  principle,  to  a 
great  extent  done  away  with  since  the  decision  in  the  case 
of  Farmer  c.  Glyn-Jones.  Evidently  the  ammoniated  quinine 
sold  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  and  recommended  by  him  as  a 
remedy  for  influenza,  was  not  sold  as  a  proprietary  medi- 
cine within  the  meaning  of  the  Acts,  because  it  was  not,  and 
could  not  be,  the  subject  of  proprietorship.  The  recom- 
mendation on  the  label  being  merely  a  statement  of  an 
application  that  is  '  known,  admitted,  and  approved  of" 
falls  within  the  business  of  persons  having  due  craft- 
qualification.  In  like  manner  compound  rhubarb  pills,  so 
sold  and  recommended  as  "good  for  the  liver,"  as  suggested 
by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,*  would  not  be  chargeable  with 
stamp-duty,  or  the  qualified  seller  of  them  with  licence- 
duty.  The  same  principle  will  appiy  equally  to  any 
similarly  accredited  medicinal  preparation.  In  the  par- 
ticular instances  just  mentioned,  the  medicines  being 
preparations  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  no  question  could 
arise  as  to  their  being  "  known,  admitted,  and  approved  of  " 
as  remedies.  But  there  is  still  some  question  how  far  the 
principle  should  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  that  authority. 
The  Medicine-stamp  Acts  render  no  assistance  for  the 
settlement  of  that  question. 


*  See  C.  &  D.,  1209,  page  519. 
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Observations  ano  IReflecttons. 

By  Xraysbr. 


The  Education  of  M.P.'s 

is  not  a  work  that  can  be  accom- 
plished in  a  few  months.  There  are  special  difficulties  in 
the  way.  First  of  all  the  M.P.  is  cot  generally  a  very 
teachable  person,  except  just  about  election  times.  Then 
during  the  Session  he  is  preparing  his  speeches,  mastering 
Blue-books,  and  thinking  great  thoughts.  That  is  not  the 
time  to  disturb  him.  When  the  Session  is  over  he  shoots  off 
for  his  holiday,  and  cannot  be  got  at.  But  the  teaching 
stage  is  essential  if  any  legislation  is  to  be  accomplished. 
The  M.P.  very  properly  votes  against  any  proposal  he  does 
rot  understand ;  and  the  range  of  subjects  he  does  not 
understand  is  almost  illimitable.  Still,  the  educative  process 
is  possible  to  resolute  men,  and  if  all  the  ten  thousand  of  us 
were  in  grim  earnest  it  would  be  fairly  rapid. 

The  London  Chemists'  Association 

showed  last  week  what 
can  be  done  by  an  association  in  earnest  in  the  way  of 
pushing  forward  the  pharmaceutical  millennium.  Button- 
holing single  members  or  candidates  is  good  enough  policy 
in  its  way,  but  it  is  not  good  enough  for  the  L.C.A.  That 
body  goes  in  for  platoon-drill.  A  class  of  eight  M.P.s  is,  I 
should  suppose,  a  record,  and  having  got  them  before  him, 
Mr.  Idris  does  not  seem  to  have  spared  them.  Perhaps  half 
of  them  have  forgotten  their  lesson  by  this  time,  but  even  a 
bag  of  four  is  an  achievement  on  which  the  L.C.A.  may 
be  warmly  congratulated.  If  now  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
Glasgow,  Leeds,  and  other  multi-M.P.  places  will  only 
emulate  their  humble  metropolitan  brethren,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  create  a  Pharmacy  Party  in  the  House  of 
Commons  which  Mr.  Batty  Langley  and  his  comrades  will 
have  to  fear.  Cannot  the  Federation  help  in  organising  such 
a  battalion ! 

Mortar-collecting 

is  not,  I  think,  widely  enough  spread 
to  be  entitled  to  rank  as  a  mania,  but,  for  Mr. 
Davison's  sake,  I  hope  there  is  enough  of  it  in  America  to 
ensure  a  handsome  offer  for  the  thirty-seven  specimens  he  has 
sent  to  the  St.  Louis  Exhibition.  It  seems  a  pity  to  burden 
the  Atlantic  twice  with  such  a  cargo.  This  I  admit  is  a 
Philistinian  view,  but  en  ricanche  I  may  claim  to  have  read 
Mr.  Davison's  articles  on  his  old  mortars  with  interest.  His 
ecclesiastical  vessel  (fig.  1)  may  have  been  a  "  stoke."  I  do 
not  know  what  that  was  like ;  but  it  can  hardly  have  been 
a  "  laver."'  Lavers  were  common  in  most  households  when 
Barnewell  Priory  existed,  and  were  simply  metal  basins  of 
the  shape  of  our  washhand  basins.  Rich  people  had  them 
made  of  silver;  brass  would  have  been  good  enough  for 
monks.  The  "  laye  mettell"  was  probably  allayed  metal,  or, 
as  we  should  say,  alloyed  metal.  It  meant  then  debased 
metal.  Several  interesting  quotations  showing. this  meaning 
are  given  under  "allay  "  in  the  Historical  English  Dictionary. 

The  Familiar  Allusion 

to  the  mortar  in  the  Book  of  Proverbs 
.(xxvii.  22),  "  Though  thou  shouldest  bray  a  fool  in  a  mortar 
among  wheat  with  a  pestle,  yet  will  not  his  foolishness  part 
from  him,"  shows  what  mortars  were  used  for  in  Solomon's 
time.  But  the  meaning  of  the  proverb-writer  is  evidently 
not  accurately  rendered.  Our  Revised  Version  gives  "  among 
bruised  corn  "  instead  of  "  among  wheat,"  but  this  does  not 
seem  to  lighten  the  obscurity  much.    A  German  friend, 


however,  has  shown  me  that  Luther's  version  makes  the 
passage  much  more  intelligible.  It  there  represents  the  fool 
beiDg  brayed  in  the  mortar  wie  Griitze,  like  groats,  or  as 
you  prepare  groats  ;  that  is  getting  rid  of  the  husk  and 
leaving  the  kernel  behind.  The  fool  of  the  proverb  is  all 
husk,  no  kernel. 

Joseph  Priestley 

died  at  Northumberland,  Pennsylvania,  on 
February  6,  1804,  exactly  one  hundred  years  ago.  We  know 
him  as  a  pioneer  of  chemistry ;  probably  he  would  have 
chosen  for  himself  theological  rather  than  scientific  fame. 
Though  endowed  with  a  special  faculty  for  experimental 
work,  and  untiriDg  in  his  devotion  to  it,  it  is  evident  that  he 
always  turned  with  peculiar  zest  to  his  beloved  religious 
controversies.  Brought  up  a  strict  Calvinist,  Priestley 
became  a  broad  Unitarian,  and  among  his  publications  are 
records  of  distinct  discussions  with  Methodists,  Catholics, 
Quakers,  Atheists,  Swedenborgians,  one  bishop,  and  a  Jew. 
These  were  in  addition  to  Priestley's  regular  attitude  against 
the  Government  in  all  its  actions.  He  was,  in  fact,  always 
nonconforming;  this  was  the  invariable  tendency  of  his 
investigating  mind.  Perhaps  it  helps  to  explain  his  curious 
obstinacy  in  refusing  to  accept  the  new  theory  of  chemistry 
which  his  own  discoveries  had  made  inevitable.  "  Though 
nearly  alone  I  am  under  no  apprehension  of  defeat,"  he 
wrote  to  a  friend  in  1800,  referring  to  his  recently  published 
defence  of  the  phlogiston  theory.  The  condition  of  being  in 
a  very  small  minority  is  satisfying  to  some  minds,  and  is  an 
assurance  of  ultimate  victory. 

Priestley's  Versatility 

is  manifested  by  the  titles  of  his  publi- 
cations, about  one  hundred  and  thirty  in  all,  ranging  from 
pamphlets  to  four-volume  works.  His  first  was  "  Rudiments 
of  English  Grammar,"  and  in  the  same  year  appeared  "  The 
Doctrine  of  Scripture  Remission."  Next  came  "  Charts  of 
Biography  and  Universal  History,"  for  which  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  gave  Priestley  its  LL.D.  "A  History  of 
Electricity"  soon  after  won  for  him  the  F.R.S.,  and  among 
the  long  catalogue  which  follows  figure  treatises  on  "  The 
Lord's  Supper,"  "  Perspective,"  "  The  First  Principles  of 
Government,"  "Directions  for  Impregnating  Water  with 
Fixed  Air,"  " Natural  and  Revealed  Religion,"  "Answer  to 
Paine's  'Age  of  Reason,'"  "  Different  Kinds  of  Air,"  and 
"The  Corruptions  of  Christianity." 

The  Birmingham  Riots 

of  1791  drove  Priestley  from  his  home 
and  established  his  political  fame.  George  III.  expressed 
some  gratification  at  Priestley's  disaster,  while  the  French 
National  Assembly  paid  him  a  converse  compliment  by  the 
award  of  French  citizenship.  In  1792  the  Department  of 
l'Orne  actually  elected  him  their  representative  to  the 
National  Convention.  He  declined  the  honour  in  a  letter 
which  was  read  to  the  Convention.  How  he  would  have 
fared  if  he  had  accepted  the  election  is  not  open  to  much 
doubt.  The  Convention  had  a  very  short  method  with  its 
own  nonconformists. 

Priestley's  Death 

was  characteristic.  On  Sunday  evening, 
February  5,  he  requested  that  three  of  his  pamphlets  might 
be  looked  out  for  him.  He  asked  for  them  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  dictated  some  additions.  These  were  taken  down 
by  a  friend,  who  reproduced  the  substance  of  his  remarks. 
"Sir,"  said  Priestley,  "you  have  put  in  your  own  words ;  I 
desire  to  have  mine."  Then  he  dictated  the  additions  again. 
These  were  written  out  and  read  to  him.  "  That  is  right ;  I 
I  have  done  now,"  he  said,  and  died  about  half  an  hour  later. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Cfte  "Sanitas"  Co.,  Clm., 

are  the  exclusive  Iftanufacturers  oS  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 
M  eHHITBP  99 


and  their  other  Manufactures  include 

"  Soldis,"   "  Okol,"   *'  Cpeocide,"    "  Oehlop," 
"  Kingzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"Sulphugators,"  "Forrnie  Sulphugators,"  "Fopmie  Air 
Puplfieps," 

"Formic  Fumigatops,"  "  Fopmie  Aldehyde" 
(40  pep  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powdep), 
Kingzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolic 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 
"Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Lisinfect"  Book  will  be  sent 
free  on  application  to — 

THE  "  SANITAS "  CO.,  Ltd.,  Beihnal  Green,  LONDON,  E, 


GKEZCsTTTIIDsnK: 

COD  LIVER  OIL 

Pure  and  Unadulterated* 

Is  a  Richer  Oil, 
Has  more  Iodine, 
Stands  a  lower  cold  test 
than  the  Norwegian. 

For  Samples,  Testimonials,  Analysis  Report,  or  prices,  apply  to 

THOS.    CHRISTY    &    CO.,  LONDON, 
Or  W.  A.  MUNN,  Manufacturer, 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland. 


SANATOGBN 

A  FOOD  SEMSDT  OF  HIGHEST  REFUTE 

RETAILED  AT  2/9,  5/-,  9/6. 

For  Terms,  AdTertislng  Matter  and  Literature  apply  te 

Tkt  SAIATOSKBOO.,  S3  Upper  Thum  St,  LoB&a  1.0. 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR. 

Brewery  g  LONDON,  N»W. 


MUMFORD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C.  

22/.* 


No.  1  FineBt  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

10/    *  I           Finest  Pure 
It//   cwt.!    STARCH  POWDER 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

18/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  T.inlit  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

19/ oft. 

EPSOM    SALTS,  E.S  S 
Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/ eft. 

Finc6t  Lcvipatcd 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

Lowst.Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/  1  fi  *  1  Finest 

/  1  'J  lb.  g  ARROWROOT 

25/ 


* 

cwt. 


9/ 


cwt. I 


18/cfti 


32/  eft 


1/ 


CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of 
London  (or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight 
of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  deli- 
vered free  on  rail  London  at  above  prices. 


Seventeenth  Editum.   Published  in  1899.  Price  12s. 6d. 

Squire's  Companion 

TO   THE   BRITISH  PHARMACOPEIA. 


"'  Squire's  Companion '  is  virtually  a  new  book  every  time  it 
Is  re-published,  so  important  and  numerous  are  the  changes  In 
the  text  of  each  successive  edition."— Pharmaceutical  Journal, 
February  25th,  1899 

"It  is  the  cheapest  pharmaceutical  text-book  In  the  English 
language,  as  well  as  one  which  physicians  and  pharmacists 
could  least  do  without."— The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  February  25th, 
1899.  

Obtainable  through  any  of  the  Wholesale  Souses, 
or  direct  from  the  Publishers, 

I,  &  A,  CHURCHILL,  7  Great  Marlborough  Street,  LONDON,  W, 


I  I 


EMtortal  Comments* 


The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  John  Burns,  M.P.,  has  withdrawn  his  support  of  the 
Pharmacy  Bill.  We  are  sorry,  because  Mr.  Barns  is  a- 
picttiresque  figure,  and  we  recall  something  that  he  said 
in  the  House  of  Commons  a  few  years  ago  about  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  not  looking  after  the  sale  of  poisons 
more  severely.  His  support  of  the  Bill  last  year  was  at 
least  an  indication  that  h;s  views  cn  the  sale  of  poisons  were 
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not  mere  sentiment.  Doubtless  he  will  still  do  what  he  can 
for  the  measure  in  a  quiet  way.  Two  Scotch  members  now 
back  the  Bill  along  with  the  rest  of  the  members  who 
supported  it  last  year.  Mr.  George  McCrae  (the  Liberal 
member  for  East  Edinburgh)  is  a  merchant  and  a  reformer 
of  the  modern  school,  who  pays  particular  attention  to 
finance.  Mr.  James  Reid  (the  second  new  backer)  is  the 
Conservative  member  for  Greenock,  and  Deputy-Chairman 
of  Fleming,  Reid  &  Co.  (Limited),  worsted-spinners  and 
hosier-manufacturers  in  Greenock.  It  is  a  pity  no  medical 
member  has  backed  it,  but  on  the  whole  the  Bill  starts  on 
its  Parliamentary  career  as  well  as  it  did  last  Session— 
certainly  with  stronger  support  from  chemists  and  druggists 
in  regard  to  the  company-directorate  cl-iuse.  If  further 
facts  were  necessary  to  demonstrate  to  Parliament  how 
necessary  is  amendment  of  the  law  on  this  point,  none 
better  could  be  produced  than  those  given  in  the  Registrar's 
report  on  the  cases  of  alleged  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  during  1903.  Of  the  4C9  cases  reported,  proceedings 
were  taken  in  109,  and  one  of  these  only  was  dismissed. 
The  offences  were  keepiug  open  shop,  selling  poison,  or  in 
some  other  manner  breaking  the  law  as  to  the  sale  of 
poisons,  and  they  were  distributed  as  follows  : 

In  drug  stores    53  offences 

la  limited  companies'  shops  ...       ...  21  „ 

In  registered  chemists'  shops    17 

In  grocers'  shops  ...       ...  ...       ...  7  „ 

In  doctors'  shops  ...       ...  ...       ...  6  „ 

In  a  homoeopathic  shop  ...  ...       ...  1 

In  an  oilman's  shop        ...  ...       ...  1 

In  a  seedsman's  shop     ...  ...       ...  1 

In  an  ironmonger's  shop    1 

The  dismissed  case  was  in  respect  to  an  ironmonger's  shop, 
and  that  was  on  a  technicality.  Experience  shows  that  a 
sequence  to  infringement  by  the  proprietors  of  drug-stores  is 
that  they  convert  their  businesses  into  limited  companies, 
and  continue  under  that  protection  the  trade  which  they 
may  not  do  in  persona.  Such  proprietors  become,  of  course, 
the  managing  directors,  and  the  objects  of  Clause  7  are  to 
discourage  the  formation  of  such  one-man  companies,  and, 
by  the  requirement  of  a  qualified  directorate,  to  ensure  to 
the  public  the  same  kind  of  supervision  which  by  law  is 
provided  in  shops  of  individual  chemists.  Opposition  to  the 
proposal  comes  chiefly  from  large  companies,  the  little  ones 
being  content  to  let  them  fight  the  battle,  for  the  smaller 
concerns  know  that  the  financial  interests  of  the  larger  ones 
have  great  weight  upon  our  legislators.  We  hope  this  fact 
will  not  obscure  the  danger  of  one-man  companies,  which 
so  impressed  itself  upon  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  he,  on 
two  occasions,  has  endeavoured  to  legislate  upon  it.  The 
matter  is  ripe  for  legislation,  and,  as  a  pioneer  effort,  it  is 
receiving  the  support  of  the  British  Medical  Association. 
We  quote  the  following  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Council 
of  that  body : 

In  reference  to  the  following  minute  of  the  Medico-Political 
Committee  of  December  10,  1903  : 

Resolved :  "  That  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  be  thanked  for 
their  communication  informing  the  British  Medical  Association  of 
the  amendment  which  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  into  the  Phar- 
macy Bill,  and  be  informed  that  the  Committee  cordially  approves 
the  Bill  so  amended,  and  is  recommending  the  Association  to 
support  the  same." 

An  amendment  was  moved  and  seconded  : 

"  That  no  fresh  legislation  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is 
satisfactory  unless  it  secures,  beyond  doubt,  the  ancient  privilege 
of  medical  practitioners  dispensing  their  own  drugs  either  by 
themselves  or  by  their  own  assistants,  qualified  or  unqualified." 

The  amendment,  having  been  put  from  the  chair,  was  declared 
to  be  lost. 

Resolved :  "  That  the  Council  support  the  Pharmacy  Bill  when 
re-introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons,  subject  to 'the  amend- 
ment promised  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society." 

The  General  Medical  Council  has  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  considering  the  matter  since  the  medical  clause  was  intro- 


duced ;  but  we  trust  its  Parliamentary  Committee  will,  if 
necessary,  take  the  requisite  steps  to  support  the  Bill,  and 
that  Sir  John  Batty  Tuke  will  help  the  backers  in  their 
efforts.  It  cannot  be  too  well  understood  that  if  the  company 
clause  receives  consideration  by  the  House  of  Commons  and 
is  defeated,  it  will  be  difficult  to  promote  a  similar  measure 
for  medicine  and  dentistry. 


A  Telegraphic  Criticism. 

The  "Evening  Telegraph"  of  Dundee  has  published  a 
belated  but  well-informed  article  on  "  Pharmaceutical 
Prosecutions,"  meaning  thereby  the  efforts  made  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  check  the  sale  of  poisons  by  the 
unqualified  dispensers  in  Glasgow  doctors'  shops.  A  fair 
explanation  is  given  of  the  methods  of  business  carried  on 
by  Glasgow  doctors,  and  an  equally  fair  description  of  how 
the  Society's  female  detective  catches  the  unwary.  The 
"  Telegraph  "  then  goes  on  to  say  :  — 

It  is  open  to  question  if  the  prosecutions  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  have  so  much  of  the  pro  bono  publico  about  them  as  the 
Society  itself  would  like  us  to  believe,  and  as  it  is  so  careful  to 
impress  on  the  Court.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  grounds  of  these 
prosecutions  are  not  that  the  defendants  sold  poison,  but  that 
they  did  so,  "they  not  being  qualified  persons  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act."  Every  unqualified  dispenser  employed  by  the 
Glasgow  doctors  in  their  surgeries  means  one  less  vacancy  for 
some  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Every  person 
qualified  to  dispense  means  an  increase  to  that  Society's  coffers. 
Viewed  in  the  light  of  the  grounds  on  which  are  based  the 
Glasgow  prosecutions,  the  presumption  seems  to  be  that  were  the 
dispensers  in  the  Glasgow  surgeries  so  qualified  no  action  would 
be  taken  by  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  conclusion  is  perfectly  right,  but  we  hope  the 
"  Telegraph  "  is  not  labouring  under  the  impression  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  does  not  interfere  with  those  who 
have  paid  their  fees  and  qualiled  because  they  are  persona 
grata;  it  is  because  suih  people  have  fulfilled  the  law's 
requirements.  Those  who  have  not  done  so,  yet  persist  in 
selling  poisons  areas  criminal — according  to  Scotch  law — as 
if  they  stole  a  quire  or  two  of  '  Evening  Telegraphs."  Our 
contemporary,  however,  shows  a  disposition  to  regard  the 
prosecution  of  doctors'  unqualified  assistants  as  in  the  nature 
of  persecution,  and  says  :  — 

Is  the  Pharmaceutic]!  Society  equally  assiduous  in  keeping  a 
watchful  eye  over  the  safeguarding  of  the  public  at  the  hands  of 
its  own  members  ?  If  so,  how  is  it  that  one  so  seldom  hears  of 
the  prosecution  of  a  qualified  chemist  for  selling  poisons  without 
a  due  observance  of  the  legal  formalities  connected  with  transac- 
tions of  the  kind?  Any  winking  by  the  Society  at  omissions  on 
the  part  of  its  own  members  makes  it  a  perfect  farce  to  argue  for 
a  conviction  in  the  case  of  the  Glasgow  dispensers  on  the  grounds 
that  in  these  prosecutions  the  Society  is  acting  solely  in  the 
interests  of  the  public. 

These  are  careless  observations,  for  if  the  "  Telegraph 
had  maintained  the  accuracy  of  the  early  part  of  the  article 
it  would  have  noticed  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  last 
Glasgow  prosecutions  several  unqualified  assistants  of 
chemists  were  at  the  same  time  fined,  and  since  then  there 
have  been  similar  cases  in  England.  We  admit  that  pro- 
portionately the  cases  against  chemists  are  few,  but  that  is 
because  they  are  a  law-abiding  class,  and  are  usually  in 
their  shops  (whereas  doctors  are  in  theirs  only  at  intervals), 
and  when  the  unqualified  assistants  of  chemists  are  called 
upon  to  supply  poisons  they  do  £0  under  qualified  super- 
vision. Any  habitual  infraction  of  this  legal  requirement 
leads  to  prosecutions  when  the  facts  become  known.  The 
"  Telegraph  "  also  says  :  — 

It  is  only  quite  recently  that  certain  highly  darigerous  drugs 
have  been  officially  recognised  as  poisons,  and,  as  such,  duly 
scheduled.  It  seems  almost  inconceivable  that  if  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  had  been  in  deadly  earnest  in  its  desire  to  offer 
due  protection  to  the  public  it  could  not  have  brought  such  influ- 


240 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


February  6,  1904 


ence  to  bear  upon  the  Government  as  would  have  had  such 
poisons  scheduled  long  ago.  If  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is 
really  anxious  not  to  pose,  but  to  act  as  a  public  benefactor,  let  it 
exert  itself  a  little  more  thoroughly  in  the  future  than  it  has 
done  in  the  past.  Let  it  hasten  to  make  it  a  penal  offence  for 
any  of  its  members  to  sell  a  poison,  no  matter  in  how  small  a 
quantity,  without  a  prescription  from  a  duly-qualified  prac- 
titioner. Until  some  such  decided  step  is  taken  the  public  must 
be  excused  if  it  experiences  a  feeling  that  in  such  prosecutions  as 
those  of  the  Glasgow  surgery  dispensers  the  interests  of  the  great 
"  B.P."  are  only  made  a  cloak  for  the  interests  of  the  B.P.S. 

The  writer  of  the  article  seems  to  have  allowed  his  feelings, 
or  his  medical  friend,  to  run  away  with  him.  Certain  highly 
dangerous  drugs  have  not  been  scheduled  recently ;  a  pro- 
posal to  that  effect  was  brought  forward  and  was  referred 
to  a  committee  of  tha  Pharmaceutical  Council,  where  it  still 
rests.  An  admirable  proof  that  our  pharmaceutical  authori- 
ties are  not  eager  to  create  a  monopoly,  even  when  the 
opportunity  is  thrust  upon  it. 


Medical  Dispensing. 

Considerable  attention  is  being  devoted  to  the  question 
raised  by  the  British  Medical  Association  as  to  whether 
medical  men  should  or  should  not  do  their  own  dispensing. 
The  bulk  of  the  correspondence  in  the  medical  journals  this 
week  is  against  the  idea  of  entrusting  patients  with  pre- 
scriptions. Dr.  G.  Danford  Thomas  writes  that  he  frequently 
has  to  investigate  cases  of  suicide  and  deaths  by  misadven- 
ture where  the  deceased  persons  have  procured  the  fatal 
doses  of  poison  by  getting  the  prescription  repeated  at 
various  chemists'  until  a  sufficiency  of  the  poisonous  drug  is 
obtained.  Dr.  Danford  Thomas  apparently  does  not  think 
the  present  law  as  to  the  sale  of  poisons  stringent  enough. 
He  says : 

With  regard  to  to-called  patent  and  proprietary  medicines  con- 
taining poisons,  which  many  of  them  do,  these  may  be  obtained 
in  any  quantity  without  prescriptions  at  all.  The  law  regarding 
the  Eale  of  poisons  does  not  prevent  a  person  purchasing  many  of 
them,  or  the  chemist  selling  them,  so  long  as  the  label  contains 
his  name  and  address,  the  name  of  the  drug,  and  the  word 
"  Poison." 

Mr.  Septimus  Sunderland,  writirig  on  the  evils  of  the 
"  loose  "  prescription,  attributes  the  increase  in  the  habit  of 
taking  drugs  to  the  introduction  of  compressed  medicines. 
This  writer  has  for  years  marked  his  prescriptions  "  Not  to 
be  repeated."  Another  medical  man  shows  that  even  his 
profession  has  a  sordidly  commercial  side  by  the  fo:iowirig 
remarks : 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  druggists  repeat  pre- 
scriptions again  and  again  at  the  request  of  patients,  and  if  the 
proposal  were  to  become  law  one  visit  to  the  medical  man  would 
suffice  in  place  of,  it  may  be,  nine  or  ten  or  more  necessary  under 
the  present  system.  And  it  would  be  a  vain  hope  to  expect  that 
the  patient  would  make  good  the  difference  by  paying  an  increasad 
fee ;  indeed,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  he  would  wish  to  pay 
less,  as  there  is  a  second  fee  to  be  paid  to  the  druggist.  After  a 
while,  also,  the  patient  would  go  directly  to  the  druggist  without 
troubling  his  medical  adviser,  and  so  save  a  fee  which  he  would 
come  to  consider  unnecessary.  The  inevitable  result  would  be  a 
big  slump  in  dispensing  practices,  and  a  corresponding  loss  in 
capital  invested. 

Dr.  K3yner  characterises  the  proposal  to  forbid  doctors  dis- 
pensing as  "  interfering  with  the  liberty  of  medical  men," 
and  talks  about  delegating  grave  responsibilities.  He  thinks 
if  reform  is  needed  it  should  be  in  the  opposite  direction, 
and  that  no  medicament  should  be  supplie  I  to  a  patient 
except  on  the  direct  responsibility  of  a  medical  man.  The 
other  side  of  the  question  is  temperately  put  by  Dr.  B.  G. 
Morison,  from  which  we  quote  : 

It  is  asserted  that  with  the  disappearance  of  the  dispensing 
practitioner  the  prescribing  druggist  will  flourish  more  than  ever. 
■Wherefore?  The  medical  man  who  now  supplants  him  in  his 
means  of  livelihood  will  then  provide  him  with  greatly  increased 
means  of  earning  it.  Is  it  not,  then,  the  interest  of  the  druggist  to 
send  patitnts  to  the  rredical  man,  and  is  it  not  rather  his  interest 


'n  the  present  day  to  retaliate  upon  his  rival  dispenser  of  a  higher 
qualification  ?  I  know  from  personal  experience  that  druggists 
do  continue  to  send  patients  unsolicited  and  without  suggestion 
to  the  prescribing  practitioner,  doubtless  with  an  eye  to  legiti- 
mate business.  The  advantages  which  would  accrue  from  a 
general  adoption  of  the  prescribing  system  are  neither  small  nor 
few.  The  practitioner,  when  released  from  what  is  to  him  the 
routine  drudgery  of  making  up  his  medicines,  will  have  more 
time  to  spend  on  the  proper  and  sufficiently  responsible  duties  of 
his  profession.  Being  able  to -do  more,  his  ideal  of  work  will  be 
raised,  and  the  quality  of  that  work  will  be  improved  to  his  own 
advantage  and  that  of  others,  and  there  can  be  no  question  that 
he  will  also  rise  with  it  in  public  estimation.  The  dispensing 
druggist,  receiving  a  stimulus  of  opportunity  hitherto  denied  to 
him,  will  not  continue  to  be,  as  now  he  too  often  is  found  to  be, 
unstocked  with  many  of  the  requisites  of  medical  treatment,  and 
he  will  be  met  with  in  districts  which  have  hitherto  failed  to 
support  both  him  and  a  practitioner  who  is  in  effect  an  alter  ego. 
Who  can  reasonably  doubt  that  the  population  at  large  will  be 
the  ultimate  gainer  by  the  addition  to  its  resources  and  its  con- 
venience which  these  wide-reaching  improvements  must  entail  ? 

The  subject  is  also  referred  to  in  a  letter  from  Dr.  Burnet 
"  on  the  dangers  of  tablets."  This  form  of  medication,  he 
says,  enables  patients  to  prescribe  for  themselves,  and  he 
avers  that  doctors  are  yearly  degenerating  in  the  art  of 
prescription-writing  owing  to  ready-made  physic. 


The  Curriculum. 

In  Dr.  Marshall's  report  on  the  pharmaceutical  examina- 
tions in  Edinburgh  a  compulsory  curriculum  of  study  is  set 
forth  as  the  remedy  for  the  weakness  in  dispensing.  (See 
page  228.)  We  are  not  impressed  by  Dr.  Marshall's  remarks, 
especially  as  dispensing  happens  to  be  the  subject  in  which 
each  candidate  is  required  to  produce  evidence  of  having  had 
three  years'  practical  experience.  Division  of  the  examination 
is  not  the  wrong  end ;  it  is  the  beginning,  and  we  urge  it  because 
experience  in  the  medical  examinations  proved  its  utility, 
while  it  enabled  the  medical  authorities  to  extend  the 
curriculum.  Dr.  Marshall  should  look  back  upon  his  own 
student  days.  As  a  graduate  of  the  Edinburgh  University 
he  found  the  subjects  of  the  professional  examinations 
nicely  divided  up  for  him,  and  even  each  of  the  four  profes- 
sionals is  further  divided.  Why  does  he  deny  to  the 
pharmaceutical  student  what  was  of  advantage  to  himself? 

Cooperation  and  Anti-cutting  Agreements. 

We  reported  in  our  Coloured  Supplement  last  week  the 
decision  by  Mr.  Justice  Wills  and  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  in 
the  case  of  the  Sales  Company  v.  Carter  &  Smith,  which  was 
an  appeal  by  the  plaintiffs  from  the  decision  of  Judge 
Mansell  Smith  at  the  Sheffield  County  Court  on  July  30  last, 
on  the  important  and  interesting  question  :  When  a  manu- 
facturer of  goods  supplies  them  to  a  wholesale  merchant — a 
middleman— upon  the  terms  that  the  wholesale  merchant  is 
not  in  his  turn  to  supply  them  to  any  retailer  who  retails 
them  at  less  than  a  specified  price,  does  the  wholesale 
merchant  break  his  agreement  when  he  supplies  them  to 
co-operative  stores,  who  in  fact  purport  to  sell  at  the 
specified  price,  but  who  at  the  same  time  enter  into  an 
arrangement  that  the  purchaser  of  the  goods  obtains  (and 
in  this  case  had  obtained)  a  certain  share  of  profits  made 
by  the  stores  from  the  sale  of  all  articles,  and  therefore  of 
the  articles  in  question  ?  The  Court  upheld  the  opinion  of 
the  County  Court  Judge  that  the  middleman  does  not 
break  his  agreement  by  supplying  co-operative  stores.  Mr. 
Justice  Wills,  in  the  course  of  his  judgment,  said  that  the 
co-operative  disc-check  on  each  sale  is  merely  a  mechanical 
contrivance  to  save  bookkeeping,  and  to  enable  the  share- 
holders to  secure  their  share  in  the  distribution  of  profits 
which  they  are  entitled  to  as  shareholders.  His  Lordship 
(Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  concurring)  declined  to  regard  this 
as  cutting  the  price  of  Fels-Naptha  soap— the  article  upon 
which  the  proceedings  were  taken. 
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Vets,  and  the  Sale  of  Poisons. 

Several  subscribers  ask  us,  in  consequence  of  a  statement 
made  at  the  inquest  on  the  death  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson's 
son,  if  it  is  the  case  that  veterinary  surgeons  may  legally 
sell  prussic  acid.  It  appears  that  Mr.  John  Steel,  veterinary 
surgeon,  Wigton,  stated  at  the  inquest  that  he  sold  Mr. 
Lawson  3  drachms  of  prussic  acid  to  destroy  a  dog.  The 
following  conversation  took  placa  in  the  Court : — ■ 

Mr.  Wilfrid  Lawson  :  How  much  prussic  acid  is  permitted  to  be 
sold  by  law  ? — Witness  :  I  can  sell  anything  to  the  requirements. 

Mr.  Lawson  :  Anybody  can  '.' — Witness  :  No,  sir. 

The  Coroner :  You  are  allowed  to  sell  that? — Witness:  I  am 
allowed  to  sell  anything. 

The  Coroner  :  You  are  not  reckoned  the  same  as  a  chemist  ? — 
Witness  :  If  I  was  not  allowed  to  dispense  poisonous  drugs  I 
might  close  up  the  shop  at  once. 

This  is  not  a  correct  statement  of  the  law.  All  that  the 
Pharmacy  Act  provides  as  regards  veterinary  surgeons  is 
that  nothing  in  the  first  fifteen  sections  shall  prevent  them 
from  dispensing  medicines  for  animals  under  their  care.  If 
the  late  Mr.  Lawson  had  a  dog  under  Mr.  Steel's  care  he 
may  have  been  within  his  rights  in  supplying  the  acid,  but 
he  is  not  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  Section  17,  and  it 
remains  for  the  police  or  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  or  any 
body,  to  take  proceedings  against  Mr.  Steel  for  not  recording 
the  sale  of  the  poison  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and 
getting  Mr.  Lawson's  signature  to  the  entry. 

The  Metric  System. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  in  1895  a  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  reported  in  favour  of  the  compulsory 
adoption  of  the  metric  weights  and  measures  within  two 
years.  Over  eight  years  have  now  elapsed  since  then,  but  no 
active  steps  have  been  taken  to  give  effect  to  this  recom- 
mendation, although  numerous  demonstrations  of  the  desire 
for  the  change  have  been  made  by  resolutions  and  petitions 
of  public  bodies,  institutions,  chambers  of  commerce,  trade- 
unions,  and  other  bodies.  Meanwhile,  however,  the  Decimal 
Association  has  been  quietly  working,  and,  judging  from 
their  annual  report  for  1903,  they  have  made  considerable 
progress,  the  membership  having  risen  to  800.  or  more  than 
double  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  Association  has  now 
drafted  a  Bill,  which  is  to  be  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Lords  by  Lord  Belhaven,  at  an  early  date,  and  a  petition  is 
being  extensively  signed  praying  for  the  compulsory  adop- 
tion of  the  metric  weights  and  measures  as  recommended  by 
the  Select  Committee.  The  promoters  of  the  Bill  are 
sanguine  of  success  in  the  Lords,  but  its  fate  in  the 
Commons  is  easy  to  guess.  Mr.  Balfour  told  an  influential 
deputation  in  1895  that  "  the  public  opinion  we  are  bound 
to  consider  is  not  the  public  opinion  of  the  great  manu- 
facturers alone,  but  the  public  opinion  of  every  man  and 
woman  in  the  street."  So  far  little  if  any  progress  has  been 
made  in  this  direction,  but  we  now  learn  that  the  Decimal 
Association  is  endeavouring  to  facilitate  matters  by  educating 
the  public  to  the  proposed  change.  With  this  object  in  view 
they  are  circulating  various  things  of  educational  interest — 
for  example,  a  decimetre  steel  rule,  which  is  a  millimetre 
thick,  a  centimetre  wide,  and  a  cubic  centimetre  in  bulk  ; 
also  a  wall-sheet,  one  metre  long,  on  which  all  the  metric 
denominations  are  boldly  printed  and  illustrated.  Mr. 
Arnold  Foster's  "  Coming  of  the  Kilogram  "  is  the  book  the 
Association  recommends  for  instruction.  Pharmaceutical 
teachers  and  apprentice-masters  are  those  in  pharmacy  who 
can  "help  on  the  cause,"  and  they  will  get  all  information 
from  Mr.  E.  Johnson,  605  Salisbury  House,  London  Wall, 
EC. 


Collins'  Eucalypti  Remedy  Company  (Limited). — 
The  directors  have  declared  an  interim  dividend  up  to 
December  31  on  the  cumulative  preference  shares  at  the 
rata  of  1\  per  cent,  per  annum. 


3noian  Government  (SUunlne. 


THE  recent  cheapening  in  the  cost  of  production  of  quinine- 
sulphate  in  India  (see  C.  4"  September  5,  1903, 
page  448)  has  led  the  Government  of  India  to  review  the 
working  of  the  system  of  selling  quinine  in  small  quantities 
to  the  public,  and  the  progress  made  with  it  in  Ihe  various' 
provinces.  They  have  now  come  to  the  conclusion  that  theie- 
is  still  room  for  a  further  extension  of  the  system,  and,  with 
this  view,  have  made  certain  suggestions  to  the  Local 
Governments,  of  which  the  following  are  applicable  to  the 
province  of  Bengal : 

1.  That  packets  of  quinine  should  in  future  contain  7  gr.  in- 
stead of  5  gr,,  and  should  be  sold  at  the  rate  of  1  pice  per  packet. 

2.  That  a  short  notice  in  the  local  vernacular  should  be  printed 
on  the  paper  in  which  the  dose  is  wrapped,  stating  that  the 
quinine  is  supplied  under  the  authority  of  the  Government,  and 
advising  persons  suffering  from  fever  to  take  three  packets  of 
21  gr.  per  day. 

3.  That  a  set  of  instructions  in  the  vernacular  for  self- treatment 
should  be  put  up  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  all  post-offices,  and 
widely  distributed. 

4.  That  quinine  should  also  be  made  available  for  sale  in  2-anna- 
parcels,  each  containing  eight  packets,  and  a  copy  of  the  printed 
instructions  for  self-treatment. 

The  resolution  states  that  the  policy  of  the  Government 
has  always  been  to  work  its  cinchona-cultivation  departmei. t 
on  a  sound  economic  basis,  avoiding  all  appearance  of  com- 
petition with  the  private  manufacturer.  We  learn  from  the 
"  Madras  Mail,"  however,  that  there  are  two  points  of  con- 
troversy between  the  Director  of  the  Government  Cinchona- 
plantations  and  the  private  planters.  The  first  is  the  allega- 
tion by  the  latter  that  they  are  at  a  disadvantage  owing  to 
Government  competition,  and  the  second  is  the  variation  in 
the  analysii  of  samples  of  bark  by  which  their  sales  to  the 
Government  factory  are  regulated.  The  latter  is  a  grievance 
of  old  standing  (see  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  May  30, 
1903,  page  871),  and,  in  regard  to  it  Mr  Standen,  the  Director 
of  the  Government  Cinchona-plantations,  his  recently  made 
the  following  statement : 

With  a  material  like  cinchona-bark,  the  value  of  which  consists- 
of  its  alkaloidal  contents,  the  question  of  obtaining  a  representa- 
tive sample  of  the  bulk  is  one  of  great  importance.  That  it  is  a 
matter  of  considerable  difficulty,  if  not  of  impossibility,  to  obtain 
a  sample  which  accurately  represents  the  value  of  a  large  bulk 
can  be  realised,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  bark  of  one  tree 
may  contain  1  per  cent,  of  quinine,  while  that  of  a  similar  tree 
of  the  same  age  and  grown  on  the  same  field  may  yield  10  per 
cent.  This  extreme  degree  of  variation  is  quoted  for  the  sake  of 
illustration,  but  in  actual  working  the  range  of  value  between  one 
tree  and  another  on  a  good  field  of  officinalis  bark  may  well  be 
from  3  per  cent,  to  6  per  cent,  of  quinine.  In  the  case  of  a  con- 
signment of  20,000  lbe.  of  bark  in  100  bales,  the  bark  may  be  the 
produce  of  10,000  trees,  each  differing  in  alkaloidal  yield  from  the 
others,  and  each  bale  may  contain  the  bark  of  100  trees.  It  is 
evident,  therefore,  that,  unless  care  is  taken  to  thoroughly  mix 
the  200  lbs.  that  are  required  to  fill  the  bale,  a  sample  of  1  lb. 
drawn  from  the  contents  of  this  bale  is  not  likely  to  represent  with 
accuracy  the  whole  200  lbs. 

Mr.  Standen  further  points  out  that  in  Java  the  bark  is- 
crushed  in  small  chips  and  well  mixed  before  being  packed, 
"but  in  India  this  mixture  of  the  bark  before  packing  does 
not  appear  to  have  received  the  attention  it  deserves.  It  is 
not  surprising,  therefore,  that  complaints  about  low  analyses 
are  heard  from  time  to  time."  With  regard  to  Government 
competition,  Mr.  Standen  points  out  that  since  1882  the 
imports  of  quinine  into  India  have  rapidly  increased,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  during  this  period  the  Government  hospitals^ 
dispensaries,  and  medical  depots  have  been  supplied  from' 
the  Bengal  and  Madras  factories.  The  imports  in  1879  were 
5,940  lbs.,  in  1882  10,650  lbs.,  and  in  eleven  months  of  1902 
they  were  57,250  lbs.  It  can-.ot  be  said,  therefore,  says  Mr. 
Standen,  that  the  manufacture  of  quinine  by  Government 
has  adversely  affected  the  trade  in  quinine 


For  the  sixteenth  year  Mr.  Llewellyn  Williams,  chemist. 
New  Buckenham,  produces  a  local  almanack.  The  1904 
edition  is  quite  a  bulky  affair  It  contains  many  of  ihe 
features  of  such  publications,  and  the  advertisements  strike 
us  as  being  skilfully  worded.  The  household-remedies- 
section  is  well  produced  in  the  matter  of  recommendirg 
"own  "  preparations. 
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Minter  Session. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

London  Section. 

The  lecture-room  of  the  Chemical  Society  at  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  was  full  on  February  1  on  the  occasion 
of  a  discussion  on  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 

ARSENICAL  POISONING. 

Mr.  Walker  F.  Reid  was  in  the  chair,  and  prefaced  the 
proceedings  with  a  few  remarks  on  the  American  trip  in 
{September  on  the  occasion  of  the  annual  meeting.  Members 
intending  to  be  present  must  give  in  their  names  at  an  early 
date,  as  considerable  difficulty  may  be  otherwise  encoun- 
tered in  booking  passages  across  the  Atlantic.  The  Chair- 
man then  called  on  Mr.  Julian  L.  Baker  (Hon.  Local 
Secretary)  to  read  a  resume  on  the  report,  minutes  of 
evidence,  and  appendices  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Arsenical  Poisoning.  The  reading  of  the  paper  occupied 
about  an  hour,  and,  if  somewhat  long,  had  the  merit  of 
entirely  reviewing  the  report.  Necessarily  much  of  the 
time  was  taken  up  with  the  case  of  the  Manchester  epi- 
demic of  arsenical  poisoning— the  reason  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Commission — but  reference  was  made  in  passing 
to  the  inadequacy  of  the  B  P.  test  for  arsenic  in  glycerin, 
which  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the  General  Medical 
Council.  Mr.  Baker  submitted  results  of  experiments  which 
were  suggested  by  the  fact  that  bleached  malts  show  more 
arsenic  than  the  unbleached.  This  he  traced  to  the  sulphur 
used  in  bleaching.  When  thrown  upon  the  burning  coal  (in 
which  there  is  non-volatile  arsenic)  the  sulphur  reduces  the 
arsenium  salt  to  the  arsenious  stage,  and  this  volatilises. 
He  proved  this  by  showing  that  the  ash  of  coal  upon  which 
sulphur  had  been  thrown  contained  less  than  the  original 
amount  of  arsenic. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  in  the  C.  <?'  D.  of  the  main 
features  of  the  Commissioners'  report,  as  well  as  the  electro- 
lytic test  for  arsenic  round  which  much  of  the  subsequent 
discussion  centred. 

Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe  was  the  first  speaker,  his  remarks  being 
listened  to  with  great  interest  because  of  the  official  position 
he  occupies.  Dr.  Thorpe  first  referred  to  the  position  of  the 
electrolytic  test  for  arsenic.  It  is  true,  he  said,  that  the 
test  is  used  in  the  Government  laboratory  and  is,  therefore, 
de  facto  the  official  method,  but  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  in  publishing  the  test  to  give 
it  priority  or  assert  its  superiority  over  the  zinc  and-acid 
method.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  electrolytic  method  has 
come  into  use  in  the  Government  laboratory,  but  it  cannot 
on  that  account  be  looked  upon  as  the  official  method.  To 
•determine  which  test  is  the  best  is  a  judicial  matter. 
The  reasons  why  the  speaker  had  been  led  to  prefer  the 
electrolytic  method  for  the  determination  of  the  presence 
of  arsenic  in  food  was  on  account  of  the  difficulties 
that  attend  the  use  of  zinc.  These  difficulties  are  almost 
insurmoun table.  If,  for  instance,  the  zinc  is  absolutely  pure, 
it  will  not  give  off  hydrogen;  and  again,  if  it  contains 
certain  associated  metal  needed  to  make  it  operative,  it  is 
also  useless.  If  the  zinc  contains  much  iron,  although  it  gives 
off  hydrogen  with  facility,  it  does  not  yield  arseniuretted 
hydrogen,  because  for  some  reason  the  iron  tends  to  retain  the 
arsenic.  It  is  not  easy  to  get  all  the  conditions  necessary  for 
successfully  carrying  out  the  test,  and,  struggle  as  one  may, 
no  two  samples  of  zinc  can  be  obtained  alike.  As  a  result 
of  these  eccentricities  the  Government  Laboratory  were  per- 
force obliged  to  rely  on  a  method  which  does  not  involve  the 
use  of  zinc.  A  ready  supply  of  current  being  available  in 
the  laboratory,  as  it  is  in  many  laboratories,  it  is  an  easy 
matter  to  produce  electrolytic  hydrogen.  The  principles  of 
the  process  presented  to  the  Departmental  Committee  were 
accordingly  worked  out.  There  must,  however,  be  in- 
numerable cases  in  which  electric  current  is  not  available, 
and  secondary  batteries  are  troublesome  and  irksome  for 
the  purpose ;  therefore  he  explained  that  very  careful  ex- 
periments made  by  his  (the  speaker's)  assistants  convinced 
him  that  when  the  proper  zinc  is  used  the  character  of  the 
mirrors  and  the  quantitative  test  are  substantially  the  same 
as  are  obtained  by  the  electrolytic  method.    It  would  clog 


judicial  proceedings  if  one  went  into  court  with  a  zinc- 
method,  which  is  liable  to  attack  on  so  many  grounds,  and 
it  is  best  to  confine  the  test  to  one  free  from  objection.  He 
was  sure,  however,  that  the  public  are  efficiently  protected 
by  the  zinc-and-acid  method  of  testing  for  arsenic.  Con- 
tinuing, Dr.  Thorpe  said  the  brewing-sugars  in  use  at  the 
present  time  are  free  from  arsenic  :  there  is  no  brewing- 
material  so  free  from  arsenic  as  glucose  and  invert  sugar. 
The  efforts  of  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  to  carry  out 
the  intentions  of  the  Commissioners,  and  the  intelligent  co- 
operation of  the  manufacturers,  had  brought  about  this 
result.  All  the  glucose-factories  are  under  Excise  inspec- 
tion, the  officer  in  charge  takes  a  sample  of  the  product 
every  month,  and  it  is  tested  in  the  Government  laboratory 
for  arsenic.  In  this  way  it  has  been  possible  to  check  the 
manufacturers  and  send  warning  communications  where 
needed.  Many  hundreds  of  estimations  have  in  this  way 
been  made,  and  there  is  no  common  article  of  food  so  free 
from  arsenic  as  this  brewing-material.  This  is  not,  how- 
ever, the  case  in  regard  to  malt.  At  the  time  of  the  arseaic- 
scare  much  malt,  being  found  to  be  contaminated,  was  with- 
drawn as  unsaleable,  and  at  the  time  immediately  sub- 
sequent the  malts  in  use  were  of  a  high  degree  of  purity. 
Whether  familiarity  with  arsenic  breeds  contempt  he  knew 
not,  but  it  is  a  fact  that  ths  general  character  of  the  malts 
now  in  use  is  not  so  high  as  at  the  time  alluded  to.  He 
had  no  wish  to  be  an  alarmist,  as  the  amounts  of  arsenic  are 
not  large,  but  now  and  then  a  sample  is  met  with  which 
contains  a  quantity  of  arsenic  distinctly  beyond  the  limit 
of  gr.  in  the  pound.  Samples  of  hops  had  also  lately 
been  found  to  contravene  the  limit  laid  down  by  the  Com- 
mission, and  there  are  various  auxiliary  substances  liable  to 
contamination.  One  such  article  recently  tested  showed  the 
presence  of  2  gr.  of  arsenic  per  lb. 

Mr.  Gordon  Salamon  spoke  of  the  test  devised  by  the 
Manchester  committee,  which  up  till  then  he  had  not  had  a 
public  opportunity  of  vindicating.  He  explained  that  the 
test  was  used  as  the  quickest  and  easiest  to  apply  under  the 
circumstances.  The  brewers'  committee  found  themselves 
in  the  midst  of  death,  and  something  had  to  be  done  quickly 
to  stop  the  havoc.  Thousands  of  barrels  of  beer  were  tested, 
and  the  handy  Reinsch's  test  was  used  as  fulfilling  the  con- 
ditions. The  cause  of  the  whole  trouble  was  arsenic  in  the 
sulphuric  acid,  and  he  wished  the  Commissioners  had  seen 
their  way  to  recommend  that  all  sulphuric  acid  should  be 
de-arsenicated  before  being  sold :  that  would  have  put  risk 
out  of  the  question.  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  the  I.R.  pre- 
cautions have  resulted  in  the  purification  of  glucose,  which  is 
used  to  an  enormous  extent  not  only  in  beer,  but  in  jams 
and  confectionery.  Mr.  Salamon  went  on  to  speak  of  the 
presence  of  arsenic  in  malt,  which  was  traced  to  the  use  of 
gas-coke  for  drying  and  curing  the  malt.  Maltsters  now  use 
only  anthracite,  but  unfortunately  with  the  increasing 
amount  of  anthracite,  the  quantity  of  arsenic  in  the  malt  has 
increased.  More  care  is  needed  in  selecting  the  fuel,  or  some 
method  of  intercepting  the  arsenic  must  be  devised. 

Mr.  Ling  made  a  few  remarks  on  his  method  of  testing 
for  arsenic  in  fuel,  his  point  being  that  his  results  were  lower 
than  they  should  have  been.  He  mentioned  also  that  beet- 
sugar  sometimes  contains  arsenic,  and  that  the  amount  of 
arsenic  in  hops  due  to  the  sulphuring-process  is  sometimes 
quite  considerable. 

Mr.  Grant  Hooper,  referring  to  the  question  of  arsenic- 
free  malt,  said  the  practical  witnesses  examined  by  the  Com- 
missioners were  all  in  agreement  that  malt  could  not  be 
prepared  except  by  the  direct  action  of  the  fumes  of  burning 
fuel.  This,  he  thought,  was  a  tradition  which  needed 
attacking.  It  is  possible  that  a  torrifying-process  akin  to  a 
patent  method  in  vogue  some  years  ago  could  be  devised. 

Mr.  Friswell  recalled  the  time  when  an  arsenic  scare 
resulted  from  the  report  of  the  Commission  on  the  Pollution 
of  Rivers.  At  that  time  (1869)  he  (the  speaker)  examined  a 
large  variety  of  substances  for  arsenic— soap,  soda-ash,  and 
caustic  soda — the  source  of  contamination  being  traced 
eventually  to  sulphuric  acid  prepared  from  pyrites. 

Dr.  Thorne  questioned  whether  it  was  realised  that  the 
limit  of  TJg  gr.  of  arsenic  per  lb.  in  malt  meant  a  much 
larger  proportion  than  ji-  gr.  per  gal.  in  the  beer  made  from 
such  material.  He  had  found  the  Marsh-Berzeliu?  test  very 
reliable,  especially  if  the  zinc  used  had  been  purified  by  Mr. 
Hehner's  sodium-method. 
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Mr.  Pearce  emphasised  the  fact  that  the  sulphuric  acid 
•which  caused  the  arsenic-scare  contained  that  metal  in  the 
proportion  of  700  gr.  per  gal.,  which  is  a  very  different  thing 
to  the  standard  suggested  of  j|5  gr.  per  gal.  Care  should  be 
taken  to  guard  against  any  test  that  would  put  manufac- 
turers into  difficulties.  To  his  mind  the  suggested  standard 
of  purity  is  unobtainable. 

Mr.  Hehner  said  one  result  of  the  Arsenic  Commission 
is  that  arsenic  does  not  occur  in  foods  to  the  extent  ib 
formerly  did.  The  zinc- test  has  done  remarkably  good 
service,  and  has,  moreover,  stood  the  test  of  time.  There  is, 
to  his  mind,  too  much  theory  about  the  electrolytic  test. 

Mr.  Corker  said  the  kind  of  kilns  used  for  malting  varies 
considerably.  It  is  quite  possible  to  make  a  sort  of  malt  in 
a  torrifying-machine. 

Dr.  Thorpe,  who  it  had  been  arranged  should  speak 
twice,  said  the  limit  of  T§8  gr.  in  1  lb.  of  malt  does  not 
mean  more  than  Ti-  gr.  per  gallon  in  beer  produced  from 
such  malt.  It  has  been  shown  from  practical  experience 
that  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  arsenic  is  present  in 
soluble  form.  One  of  the  speakers  having  questioned 
whether  foreign  glucoses  contain  arsenic,  Dr.  Thorpe  assured 
the  meeting  that  samples  of  foreign-made  glucose  are  taken 
and  are  found  to  be  arsenic-free. 

The  Chairman  and  Mr.  Baker  also  made  a  few  remarks, 
and  the  meeting  closed. 


Nottingham  Section. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Section  on  January  27,  at  Derby,  Mr. 
S.  It.  Trotman,  the  Hon.  Local  Secretary,  again  referred  to 
the  apparatus  he  had  designed  for  the  electrolytic  test  for 
arsenic.  As  previously  stated  in  the  C.  $  D.,  Mr.  Trotman 
claims  priority  of  publication  for  this  method,  and  that  he 
communicated  the  process  to  the  committee  in  1902. 

Mr.  John  White  exhibited  a  very  complete  apparatus  for 
the  supply  of  H..S  in  laboratories.  The  design  is  due  to  Dr. 
Mollwo  Perkin  and  has  been  described  before,  but  Mr.  White 
thought  it  might  be  new  to  some  of  the  members.  The 
apparatus  supplies  the  reagent  either  in  the  form  of  gas  or 
as  a  saturated  solution  in  water.  It  is  charged  with  stick- 
iron  sulphide  mixed  with  glass  balls,  and  a  dilute  solution 
of  hydrochloric  acid  is  used  to  obtain  the  reaction.  Stick- 
iron  sulphide  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  lumps  still  so 
largely  employed. 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the  Royal  Institution, 
Liverpool,  on  Thursday  evening,  January  28.  The  President 
(Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley)  reported  that  he  had  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  corresponding  member,  Mr.  Anton 
Altan,  of  Bucharest. 

Elections,  etc. 

Mr.  Edward  Thompson,  Croxteth  Road,  was  unanimously 
elected  a  member.  It  was  proposed  and  seconded  that  the 
retiring  members  of  Council  be  re-elected,  and  this  was 
carried  unanimously.  The  Secretary  read  the  annual 
report,  and  the  Treasurer  his  statement,  both  of  which 
were  satisfactory  and  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Miscellaneous  Communications. 

The  President  reported  that  the  library  catalogue  was 
being  reprinted,  and  every  member  would  receive  a  copy. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Buck  referred  again  to  the  syrup  of  squills, 
nitric  acid,  and  morphine  mixture  (C.  <5-  D.,  November  21, 
1903,  page  861),  and  said  after  experimenting  in  various 
ways  he  had  succeeded  in  making  the  mixture  satisfactorily 
without  the  darkening  in  colour  then  complained  of.  Mr. 
Lenton  also  explained  some  experiments  he  had  made  in 
the  same  direction. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  showed  a  bottle  containing  acid, 
phosph.  dil.,  and  said  when  it  was  diluted  the  silica  was 
deposited.  He  did  not  think  he  had  ever  observed  before 
such  a  large  amount  of  deposit.  He  did  not  know  the 
history  of  it,  and  nobody  seemed  able  to  throw  any  light  on  it. 
He  then  called  on  Mr.  H.  Wyatt,  jun.,  to  give  his  lecture, 

A  Journey  in  Spain. 

Mr.  Wyatt's  journey  was  to  Vittoria,  in  the  province  of 
Alva,  in  Northern  Spain.    Travelling  from  Liverpool  by  way 


of  Bordeaux,  and  thence  by  rail  through  the  Pyrenees,  the 
incidents  of  the  journey  were  described,  and  the  highly 
picturesque  character  of  the  countries  traversed  was  dwelt 
upon.  The  town  of  Vittoria,  besides  its  associations  with 
the  Peninsula  War,  contains  many  features  of  historic 
interest  to  commend  itself  to  travellers,  and  the  hospitable 
disposition  of  Spaniards  generally  is  such  as  to  render  a 
visit  to  any  part  of  their  too-little-known  country  an  un- 
commonly agreeable  treat.  In  the  older  part  of  the  town 
the  various  trades  are  seen  to  be  grouped  each  in  a  separate 
street,  as  was  the  custom  in  England  with  the  guilds  in 
medireval  times  ;  and  the  numerous  churches,  convents,  and 
other  historic  buildings,  in  addition  to  the  old  houses  them- 
selves, are  found  to  be  filled  with  choice  architectural 
details  and  evidences  of  the  craftsmanship  of  the  wood  and 
stone  carvers  of  bygone  days.  The  beaten  ironwork  of 
some  of  the  old  oaken  doors,  the  iron  knockers,  bell-pulls, 
and  window-gratings,  or  "  rejas,"  in  some  instances  show 
most  beautiful  artistic  conception  and  execution. 

As  the  period  of  the  visit  included  the  feasts  held  annually 
in  August,  the  lecturer  was  enabled  to  see  the  Spaniards' 
mode  of  enjoying  themselves,  which,  as  far  as  the  absence 
of  drunkenness  and  quarrels  is  concerned,  was  certainly 
superior  to  the  English.  Agriculturally,  Spain  is  behind 
the  age  :  the  methods  are  slow,  and  not  very  scientific — in 
the  North,  at  any  rate  ;  but,  taking  the  lack  of  railways  and 
means  of  disposing  of  produce  into  account,  they  are  equal 
to  the  demands  made  upon  them. 

Glancing  at  the  exterior  evidences  of  the  state  of  phar- 
macy, the  lecturer  believed  that  the  "farmacias,"  or 
"  boticas,"  are  more  professionally  conducted  than  in 
England,  though  there  are  "  droguerias  "  to  be  seen  in  which 
the  side-lines  seem  to  overshadow  the  legitimate  main 
portion  of  the  business.  Excepting  a  few  of  the  mainstays 
of  our  speciality-business,  English  patent  medicines  are  not 
plentiful,  happily  for  the  chemists;  but  that  there  is  room 
for  business  in  packed  good3  of  British  origin  there  could 
be  no  doubt  when  one  sees  the  hosts  of  French  and  German 
productions  of  that  class  in  regular  demand.  British  makers 
of  counter-specialities,  veterinary  medicines,  soaps,  and 
perfumery  should  have  more  share  in  Spanish  trade  than 
they  enjoy  at  present,  particularly  as  "  British  "  is  synony- 
mous in  Spain  with  all-round  excellence.  Now  that  the 
country  has  lost  her  colonial  possessions,  a  good  deal  of 
capital  has  come  back  to  Spain,  and  what  was  formerly 
lying  at  their  feet  unworked  and  unexploited  is  beginning 
to  receive  the  attention  of  the  Spaniards,  so  that,  given  a 
period  of  political  stability  and  rest  in  the  Peninsula,  one 
may  reasonably  expect  its  buying  and  consuming  power  to 
rise  steadily.  For  these  reasons  Mr.  Wyatt  regards  Spain 
as  worthy  of  the  careful  attention  of  our  home  manufacturers 
and  exporters. 

A  number  of  photographs  taken  by  the  lecturer  were 
exhibited. 

As  the  President  had  unfortunately  to  leave  before  the 
close,  Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  moved  the  vote  of  thanks  ;  and  Mr. 
W.  Wellings,  in  seconding,  hoped  that  Mr.  Wyatt  would  be 
able  to  give  another  paper  of  the  same  nature  at  an  early 
date.  Mr.  Wyatt,  in  thanking  the  meeting,  said  he  would 
endeavour  to  do  this,  and  also  to  exhibit  some  lantern-slides. 


Barnsley  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  January  28,  at  the  Royal 
Hotel,  Barnsley,  the  President  (Mr.  H.  B.  Billington)  in  the 
chair. 

More  Work  for  the  P.A.T.A. 

The  Secretary  read  a  circular  from  the  Reading  and 
District  Chemists'  Association  asking  for  co-operation  in  an 
endeavour  to  induce  the  proprietors  of  several  patent  medi- 
cines, named  in  the  circul?',  to  place  their  respective 
preparations  on  the  P.A.T.A.  It  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  write,  on  behalf  of  the 
Association,  to  these  proprietors  in  the  way  suggested  in  the 
circular. 

A  letter  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  containing- 
an  urgent  appeal  for  subscriptions  or  donations  to  the 
Benevolent  Fund  was  read,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  send  a  donation  of  11.  Is.  from  the  Association  fund  s 

Invitations  from  the  Halifax  and  the  Dewsbury  Associa- 
tions to  their  annual  dinners  were  read,  and  Messrs.  Bellamy 
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and  Norwood  were  chosen  to  represent  the  Barnsley 
Association — Mr.  Bellamy  for  Halifax,  and  Mr.  Norwood  for 
Dewsbury. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Bellamy  read  a  paper  entitled 

How  do  We  Stand  ? 

It  was  "  a  brief  review  of  the  chemist's  position."  The 
author  considered  that  the  chemist  is  not  in  so  good  a 
position  to-day,  commercially  and  socially,  as  he  was  twenty 
to  thirty  years  ago.  The  independence  and  individuality  of 
the  old-time  chemist  are  wanting,  and  pharmacy  pure  and 
simple  is  almost  a  thing  of  the  past.  In  place  of  the 
chemist  of  thirty  years  ago 

we  have  the  machine — the  general  trader,  the  hardworked 
ill-remunerated  dabbler  in  many  trades  besides  his  own,  the  dis- 
tributor of  Bunkum's  "  Lightning  All-healers,"  and  of  this  brand, 
that  brand,  and  the  other  brand  of  chemicals,  each  vouched  for 
■as  being  the  best  on  the  market. 

Many,  if  not  all,  appear  to  have  taken  a  leaf  from  the  stores' 
book  and  are  running  side-lines  of  diverse  kinds,  which  probably 
bring  more  grist  to  the  mill  than  does  their  legitimate  vocation. 
It  is  not  of  much  use  to  complain  of  other  traders  trespassing  on 
our  domain  when  we  find  chemists  carrying  on  the  businesses  of 
book-dealers,  drapers,  ironmongers,  grocers,  tobacconists,  brie  a- 
brac,  leather  goods,  toys,  &c. 

The  author  considered  several  factors  have  contributed  to 
this  degeneration,  one  of  the  chief  being  the  great  hold  that 
nostrums  have  obtained  on  the  public  and  the  medical  pro- 
fession. He  referred  to  some  of  these  in  general  but 
depreciatory  terms,  and  suggested  that  "a  thumping  tariff 
be  imposed  on  all  American  stuff,  whether  sent  from 
America  or  made  in  England."  There  are  signs  that  the 
chemist  is  waking  up — he  and  his  neighbour  the  grocer  have 
discovered  that  profitless  trading  contributes  nothing 
towards  the  working  of  a  business,  and,  being  unwilling  to 
resort  to  shifty  methods,  they  are  seeking  a  way  out  of  the 
difficulty.  The  P.A.TA.  has  undoubtedly  done  a  good  work, 
and  all  chemists  ought  to  support  it ;  but  there  is  yet  a  very 
large  number  of  patents  that  do  not  come  under  the 
P.A.T.A.,  and  their  number  is  increasing.  The  author  is 
convinced  that  if  chemists  unitedly  put  their  backs  up  they 
can  to  a  large  extent  drive  out  unremunerative  nostrums. 
One  dealer  cannot  do  it  by  himself,  but  if  all  the  chemists 
of  a  district  decided  to  cease  stocking  an  article  they  would 
soon  be  followed  by  others  in  other  districts.  Incidentally  he 
referred  to  the  tabloid  case,  and  disputed  the  correctness  of 
the  judgment.  Similarly  he  dealt  with  "Vaseline,"  and 
went  on  to  speak  of  pharmacy,  and  expressed  the  hope  that 
Clause  7  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  will  be  allowed  to  remain. 
The  author's  other  topics  were  the  apprentice  difficulty,  the 
Medicine-stamp  Acts,  and  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 
From  his  remarks  on  the  two  latter  we  cull  the  following : 

The  authorities  at  Somerset  House  should  withdraw  the 
concession  of  allowing  stamped  packages  to  be  opened  and  the 
contents  sold  in  small  quantities.  At  the  present  time,  Mr. 
Billington,  as  the  original  or  first  vendor,  is  not  allowed  to  sell  a 
solitary  Kaffa  powder,  though  he  may  sell  a  Kaputine,  and  in  the 
same  way  anyone  may  sell  Fennings'  or  Beecham's  in  pennyworths, 
but  is  debarred  selling  his  own  proprietaries  in  like  quantity.* 
In  this  district  a  large  number  of  small  shopkeepers  sell  pro- 
prietary articles  without  the  necessary  licence.  Most  of  them  have 
the  impression  that  by  breaking  bulk  they  can  dispense  with  the 
licence. 

Under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  vexatious  prosecutions 
-frequently  occur. 

The  author  quoted  from  speeches  by  Professor  Attfield  and 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  also  mentioned  several  cases,  and  concluded 
with  a  glance  at  the  brighter  side  of  the  picture.  Of  late 
-years  there  has  been  a  disposition  amongst  chemists  to 
fraternise  more  freely,  to  shake  off  the  idea  that  they  are 
mortal  enemies  each  seeking  to  encompass  another's  down- 
fall, and  the  spirit  of  comradeship  is  becoming  more  and 
more  pronounced.  Nearly  all  local  associations  have  some 
kind  of  arrangement  for  buying,  and  in  many  cases  even  the 
Sunday  and  Bank-holiday  duty  is  divided  among  them 

*  Yes,  he  may,  if  he  does  not  put  them  in  an  enclosure.  What 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  will  not  allow  is  for  a  maker  to 
break  open  a  stamped  packet  and  retail  the  contents  in  small 
quantities  unstamped.  The  Board  does  not,  and  cannot,  prohibit 
.a  chemist  and  druggist  from  selling  his  own  make  of  dutiable  pills, 
Sec.,  unstamped,  provided  (as  in  the  ca?e  of  Bsechim's*  they  are  nob 
,enclosed  when  sold.— Editor. 


The  idea  is  spreading.  With  regard  to  Sunday  and 
holiday  duty,  he  thought  a  workable  arrangement  could  be 
made  whereby  those  who  have  not  an  assistant  might  be 
assured  of  a  holiday  occasionally.  He  also  suggested  some 
method  of  co-operative  buying. 

The  President,  while  congratulating  Mr.  Bellamy  upon 
his  paper,  thought  he  had  painted  the  picture  rather  too 
black.  He  was  inclined  to  regard  tbe  position  with 
optimism.  We  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  all 
other  trades  are  depressed,  and  that  grocers  and  others  are 
feeling  the  pinch  of  competition,  overcrowding,  &c.  In 
regard  to  the  apprentice- difficulty,  he  thought  this  would  be 
to  the  ultimate  advantage  of  chemists ;  it  would,  at  all 
events,  prevent,  or  at  least  mitigate,  the  evil  of  overcrowd- 
ing. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Tomlin  said  he  was  in  accord  with  the  Presi- 
dent's views.  He  thought  individuality  and  the  man  would 
continue  to  play  a  great  part  in  the  carrying-on  of  a 
chemist's  business.  Messrs.  Mathew,  Norwood,  Nash, 
and  Rigby  continued  the  discussion,  after  which  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Bellamy  for  his  paper. 

It  was  decided  to  ask  Mr.  Maud,  of  Pontefract,  to  read  his 
paper  on  "  Co-operative  Buying  "  at  the  next  or  a  subsequent 
meeting. 


Chemists'   Assistants'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  January  28, 
the  President  ( Mr.  A.  B.  Britton)  in  the  chair.  Dr.  C.  A.  Swan, 
M.B.,  gave  a  very  interesting  little  address  on 

The  Every-day  Emergencies 
in  which  the  chemist  was  frequently  called  upon  to  act  on 
his  own  responsibility.  The  advice  which  Dr.  Swan  gave 
was,  he  said,  "  the  result  of  his  own  practical  experience  in 
different  parts  of  the  world."  Dealing  with  poisoning-acci- 
dents, Dr.  Swan  said  "  it  is  necessary  for  the  chemist  to  be 
careful  to  do  no  further  harm."  Another  piece  of  advice 
was,  "  don't  rush  at  the  patient ;  have  a  good  look  at  him 
first,  and  try  to  make  sure  of  the  cause  of  the  symptoms 
seen."  In  poisoniDg  from  corrosive  acids,  do  not,  when  ap- 
plying restoratives,  let  the  patient  lie  down,  but  let  him 
recline  comfortably,  and  administer  carbonate  of  magnesia 
and  oil.  For  oxalic  and  tartaric  acids,  magnesia  is  not  much 
good.  Give  soda  and  oil.  Look  out  for  collapse,  due  to  intense 
shock.  A  person  suffering  from  burns  frequently  dies  from 
pneumonia  induced  by  shock.  Carbolic  acid  is  not  always 
noticeable  in  the  breath,  especially  if  the  patient  has  been 
taking  alcoholic  stimulants.  If  a  dilute  solution  has  been 
taken,  signs  of  corrosion  in  the  mouth  are  frequently 
wanting.  The  symptoms  are  signs  of  opium-poisoning,  with 
collapse.  Olive  oil  with  lime  and  magoesia  is  the  best 
antidote.  For  poisoning  by  caustic  alkalies,  give  vinegar ; 
for  arsenic,  give  plenty  of  hydrated  peroxide  of  iron ;  an- 
timony (sometimes  found  in  teething-powders),  administer 
opium  and  cinchona.  Induce  vomiting  with  oil.  For  cor- 
rosive sublimate,  iodide  of  potassium  in  solution,  preferably 
in  milk,  will  stop  absorption.  In  lead-poisoning  (acute), 
the  antidote  is  magnesium  sulphate.  In  opium-poisoning, 
give  caffeine  and  strychnine — the  latter  can  be  administered 
in  large  do^es  Chloroform  when  drunk  induces  symptoms 
of  alcoholic  poisoning.  The  remedy  is  artificial  respiration  ; 
it  is  no  use  giving  apomorphine.  If  ammonia  is  given  in 
chloral-poisoning  it  accelerates  collapse  and  death.  Digitalis 
and  strychnine  are  the  best  remedies,  as  they  are  also  in 
cocaine-poisonirg.  They  must  be  given  together.  It  must 
be  remembered,  continued  Dr.  Swan,  that  the  patient 
should  get  rid  of  the  poison,  and  must  vomit  if  possible, 
except  in  cases  of  poisoning  from  corrosive  acids.  Neutralise 
the  poison  as  much  as  possible,  and  repair  the  damage. 
While  doing  this  the  patient  must  not  be  allowed  to  die 
from  collapse.  Do  all  that  can  be  done  and  wait  results. 
If  a  per-on  is  brought  to  the  pharmacy  unconscious,  do  not 
assume  that  he  is  drunk — the  police  will  do  that.  Let  him 
recline,  and  if  he  is  pale  give  a  stimulant.  If  congested,  do 
not  give  any  stimulant.  If  a  person  is  brought  into  the 
pharmacy  suffering  from  a  fit,  he  may  be  shamming.  Touch 
his  eye  with  the  knuckle  of  a  finger.  If  suffering  from 
epilepsy  he  will  not  wince,  but  if  only  shamming  he  will. 
Dr.  Swan  said  he  knew  of  a  case  where  a  man  was  taken  to 
a  chemist  suffering  from  mild  epileptic  attack.     He  re- 
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covered,  was  allowed  to  walk  home,  and  died  of  meningitis. 
He  had  hit  his  head,  and  if  the  chemist  had  felt  for  bumps 
and  found  them  he  should  not  have  allowed  the  man  to 
walk  away  as  he  did.  If  a  patient  is  badly  cut,  there  is  no 
wound  which  cannot  be  stopped  from  bleeding  by  putting  the 
linger  on  it.  Place  a  pad  on  the  wound  and  apply  pressure. 
When  the  limbs  are  broken  all  the  muscles  are  in  a  state  of 
tension.  Gently  extend  the  limb.  If  the  leg  is  broken  pull 
it  out  and  fasten  to  the  other  leg.  If  the  arm,  extend  it, 
and  keep  in  position  with  a  splint.  When  there  is  some- 
thing in  the  eye,  sit  the  patient  down ;  stand  behind  him, 
and  put  a  few  drops  of  solution  of  cocaine  into  the  eye,  turn 
up  the  eyelid,  and  remove  cause  of  irtitation  with  a  clean 
camel-hair  brush.  As  to  something  in  ear,  Dr.  Swan  said, 
it  is  a  fact  that  insects  sometimes  do  get  into  the  ear.  Do 
not  syringe  with  water.  Place  some  cotton-wool  in  a  small 
medicine-glass  and  add  a  few  drops  of  chloroform.  Place 
the  glass  to  the  ear  and  asphyxiate  the  insect.  Then  syringe, 
and  when  doing  so  always  syringe  along  the  posterial  wall 
of  the  canal.  Always  see  that  the  ear  is  dry  before  the 
patient  leaves  the  shop. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed  Dr.  Swan's  address.  In 
administering  strychnine  as  an  antidote,  it  should  be  given 
hypodermically,  said  Dr.  Swan,  and  he  gave  an  object-lesson 
on  the  use  of  the  hypodermic  syringe.  Prescriptions  for 
dangerous  alkaloids,  such  as  cocaine  and  morphine,  can  be 
repeated  as  often  as  the  patient  like  to  go  to  a  chemist's. 
This  is  a  dangerous  practice,  and  he  intended  to  mark  all 
such  prescriptions  "  Not  to  be  repeated  unless  re-dated  and  re- 
signed." He  was  sure  the  medical  profession  would  secure 
the  co-operation  of  pharmacists  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  and 
no  medical  man  would  refuse  to  so  mark  a  prescription  if 
asked  by  the  chemist  to  do  so. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

A  MEETING  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on 
Wednesday,  January  27,  at  9.15  p.m.,  Mr.  Archibald  Currie 
(President)  in  the  chair. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Kelly  (Vice-President), 
resigning  his  office  on  account  of  having  received  an  ap- 
pointment in  England.  On  the  motion  of  the  Chairman, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Hill,  the  resignation  was  accepted,  and 
Mr.  Kelly  was  thanked  for  his  valuable  services,  and  the 
Association  wished  him  well  in  his  new  sphere. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie  then  gave  an  interesting  lecture  and 
practical  demonstration  of  a  simple  method  by  which  an 
ordinary  dispensing-balance  can  be  adapted  for  taking 
sp.  grs.  on  the  principle  of  the  Westphal  balance.  He  next 
gave  a  practical  demonstration  of  Boyle's  Law  by  means  of  a 
special  apparatus  in  which  sulphur-dioxide  gas  is  com- 
pressed by  a  column  of  mercury  which  can  readily  be  in- 
creased or  diminished.  By  means  of  a  freezing-mixture  of 
salt  and  ice,  and  a  pressure  of  about  four  atmospheres,  the 
gas  was  made  to  pass  the  critical  point  and  assume  the  liquid 
form.  He  also  explained  how  the  specific  heat  of  a  metal 
can  be  readily  determined,  and  pointed  out  its  value  in 
determining  the  actual  atomic  weight.  Mr.  Cowie  was 
cordially  thanked. 


Wakefield  Chemists'  Association. 

Mr.  Whaley,  the  newly-elected  President  of  the  Wakefield 
and  District  Chemists'  Association,  presided  over  a  large 
meeting  of  the  members,  held  in  the  White  Horse  Hotel, 
Wakefield,  on  Tuesday  evening,  February  2. 

After  the  routine  business  had  been  disposed  of,  Mr. 
Pilkington  Sargeant,  of  the  Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy, 
read  a  paper  on 

Division  of  the  Minor. 

Mr.  Sargeant  referred  at  the  outset  to  the  system  of 
education  propounded  by  Herbert  Spencer  in  the  following 
words : 

To  prepare  ua  for  complete  living  is  the  function  which  educa- 
tion has  to  discharge,  and  the  only  rational  mode  of  judging  of 
an  educational  course  is  to  judge  in  what  degree  it  discharges 
Buch  functions. 

It  may  safely  be  considered,  Mr.  Sargeant  said,  that  any  t 


system  of  education  which  approaches  such  an  ideal  is 
meritorious.  Those  who  embark  upon  the  uncertain  fea  of 
pharmacy  are  required  by  law  to  possess  a  certain  amount 
of  knowledge,  because  "  it  is  expedient  for  the  safety  of  the 
public."  A  pharmacist  is  not  prepared  for  "  complete  living," 
and  he  is  not  competent  to  discharge  his  duties  unless 
his  standard  of  knowledge  is  fairly  high.  The  grocer  sells- 
washing-soda  ;  he  knows  its  price  and  its  appearance.  Can 
he  say  why  it  will  not  remove  inkstains  ?  Can  he  enlighten 
a  moderately  intelligent  working  man  on  any  point  which 
may  arise  concerning  this  commodity  ?  Mr.  Sargeant  ven- 
tured to  think  he  cannot.  Yet  he  is  prepared  for 
"  complete  living "  as  a  grocer,  because  no  moderately 
intelligent  working-man  questions  a  grocer  about  any- 
thing but  purely  trade  topics.  It  is  here  where  the  great 
difference  exists  between  the  tradesman  and  the  chemist.  The 
chemist  is  not  prepared  for  "complete  living"  unless  his 
knowledge  is  comprehensive.  Continuing,  Mr.  Sargeant  said 
the  object  of  the  "  Minor  "  examination  is  to  discover  whether 
the  candidate  possesses  a  sufficiently  comprehensive  and 
substantial  knowledge ;  hence  it  is  necessary  that  the  candi- 
date's educational  requirements  should  be  maintained.  In 
advocating  division  of  the  "  Minor  "  examination  it  is  not 
intended  to  advocate  a  lowering  of  the  standard  of  the 
examination  or  a  relaxation  of  the  stringency,  but  simply  a 
more  equitable  means  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  edu- 
cation of  the  candidate.  The  examiners  who  conduct  the 
"  Minor  "  examination  have  a  most  onerous  task  ;  but  to  the 
candidate  must  go  the  bulk  of  our  sympa'hy.  Two  practical 
subjects  and  five  theoretical  subjects  must  be  passed  in  one 
week.  The  candidate  is  kept  in  the  highest  possible  state  of 
tension  during  the  intervening  days,  and  more  often  than 
otherwise  concludes  his  examination  in  a  state  of  nervous 
prostration.  The  examination  as  at  present  conducted  does 
not  fulfil  its  function  ;  it  does  not  weed  out  the  unfit,  nor 
does  it  select  the  fit.  For  this  state  of  affairs  the  system  of 
examination  is  solely  to  blame.  The  ability  and  fairness  of 
the  examiners  are  above  suspicion.  One  would  be  tempted, 
as  many  estimable  and  unthinking  pharmacists  are,  to  blame 
the  systems  of  education  except  for  the  fact  that  candidates 
from  all  sources — university  or  private — are  about  equally 
fortunate.  If  the  examination  were  divided  an  improvement 
would  be  made.  If  it  were  considered  desirable  to  retain  an 
examination  having  a  duration  of  two  days,  the  division 
could  take  place  in  such  a  manner  that  on  the  first  day  the 
candidate  should  be  examined  in  pure  science — say  practical 
chemistry  in  the  morning  and  theoretical  chemistry,  botany, 
and  physics  in  the  afternoon.  Having  once  successfully 
negotiated  this  he  could  proceed,  in  not  less  than  three  or 
six  months,  to  be  examined  in  applied  science  and  tech- 
nology— say  practical  pharmacy  and  dispensing  in  the 
morning  ;  pharmaceutics,  materia  medica,  and  prescription- 
reading  in  the  afternoon. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  Chaplin  said  that,  in  view  of  the  large  number  of 
failures  in  the  Minor  examination,  it  should  be  rendered  of 
more  practical  use.  He  held  that  it  was  hard  for  a  young 
fellow  to  work  up  at  high  pressure  all  the  subjects.  The 
strain  this  caused  often  resulted  in  physical  collapses.  He 
considered  Mr.  Sargeant's  proposals  practicable. 

Mr.  Duffin  asked  Mr.  Sargeant  if  the  professorial 
examination  accounted  for  a  large  amount  of  the  failures. 

Mr.  Pickard  (Ossett)  believed  that  cram  is  contributory 
to  the  failures.  He  considered  that  when  a  student  has 
passed  in  one  subject  he  should  not  be  required  to  undergo 
an  examination  in  it  again. 

Mr.  Peacock  (Leeds)  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  a  great  falling-off  in  the  number  of  students,  and  urged 
that  it  is  necessary  that  alterations  on  the  lines  suggested 
by  Mr.  Sargeant  should  be  ep;;nestly  considered. 

Mr.  Judson,  in  giving  his  experiences  of  the  Minor 
examination,  referred  to  the  intense  nervous  strain  it  entails 
upon  those  who  are  not  physically  strong.  The  hardness  of 
the  examination  is  also  responsible  for  a  scarcity  of 
apprentices. 

Mr.  Whaley  was  doubtful  about  the  wisdom  of  dividing 
the  examination. 

Mr.  Sargeant,  in  replying  to  the  various  points  raised, 
pointed  out  that  the  expense  of  the  examination  would  be 
!  greatly  reduced  if  young  men  were  not  guilty  of  the  folly  of 
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ignoring  ths  facilities  offered  by  the  Technical  Schools.  All 
the  professional  examiners  he  had  known  were  perfectly 
fair,  and  he  was  not  in  favour  of  replacing  them  by 
pharmacists. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Sargeant,  who  then 
exhibited  a  specimen  of  radium  blende,  giving  an  interesting 
description  of  radium. 


Society  of  Public  Analysts. 

The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  Burlington  House 
on  February  3,  Mr.  Thomas  Fairley  (President)  in  the  chair. 
After  the  reading  of  reports  and  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year,  Mr.  Fairley,  who  was  re-elected  President  for 
a  second  term,  delivered  his 

Presidential  Address, 

which  took  the  form  of  a  risume  of  the  official  reports 
dealing  with  chemical  work  for  the  past  twelve  months, 
particular  reference  being  made  to  the  report  on  butter 
standards  and  to  Dr.  Houston's  report  on  plumbo- solvency. 
Mr.  Fairley  drew  attention  to  the  various  factors  influencing 
the  composition  of  milk,  and  thus  the  butter  obtained  from 
it,  making  a  somewhat  low  standard  necessary  for  Keichert 
value.  Keferring  to  plumbo-solvency,  he  mentioned  thai 
Dr.  Houston  would  not  fix  a  maximum  limit  for  the  propor- 
tion of  lead  admissible  in  water,  in  view  of  the  varying 
susceptibility  of  different  persons  to  lead-poisoning,  and  of 
the  diverse  opinions  of  authorities  as  to  the  maximum 
quantity  of  lead  which  may  be  safely  taken  daily. 

Immediately  following  the  annual  meeting  the  ordinary 
monthly  meeting  was  held,  the  first  paper  being  by  Mr.  L. 
Myddelton  Nash  on 

Chinese  Tallow-seed  Oil. 

This  oil  is  obtained  from  the  tallow-tree,  which  belongs  to 
the  natural  order  Euphorbiacew,  and  is  indigenous  to  China. 
The  oil  is  unusual  in  being  distinctly  lcevo-rotatory,  approxi- 
mately —  4°.  It  has  a  high  iodine-absorption,  and  must  be 
classed  as  a  strong  "  drying  "  oil,  its  chief  uses  being  as  an 
illuminant  and  in  varnishes. 

A  note  followed  by  Messrs.  Cross  and  Bevan  on  "  Estima- 
tion cf  Mechanical  Wood-pulp  in  Paper." 


Grimsby  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  February  2,  at  the  Oberon 
Hotel,  Grimsby,  Mr.  C.  WiLlson  (Vice-President)  presiding. 
The  attendance  was  small.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  Colley) 
read  correspondence,  and  intimated  the  donation  of  the 
"  Year-book  of  Pharmacy."  An  appeal  was  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund.  Mr.  Colley  then 
said  he  had  been  asked  to  bring  forward  the  question  of 

Co-operative  Buying, 
and  he  had  written  a  short  paper  on  the  subject.  In  the 
course  of  it  he  said  that  when  discussing  a  trade  policy 
chemists  should  remember  that  they  are  part  of  a  trading 
community,  and  what  influences  the  general  body  will 
influence  them  individually.  The  average  chemist  with  his 
special  training  is  apt  to  regard  himself  as  a  privileged 
person,  but  in  distributing  proprietaries  he  is  simply  a 
trader,  and  it  is  to  his  advantage  to  follow  closely,  and  to 
apply  to  his  own  business  the  methods  of  successful  traders. 
He  adverted  to  the  changed  conditions  of  trade,  as  a  result  of 
which  the  chemist  isbeing  steadily  ousted  from  his  legitimate 
business  to  become  a  mere  distributer  of  packed  goods. 
The  best,  if  not  the  only,  remedy  is  combination,  together 
with  a  system  of  co-operative  buying.  Mr.  Colley  explained 
the  schemes  that  are  being  carried  out,  and  read  letters  show- 
ing what  other  associations  are  doing  in  the  matter.  The 
Chairman  thanked  the  Secretary  for  his  paper,  and  after  the 
discussion,  in  which  all  present  took  part,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  question  be  submitted  to  the  committee. 


Hull  Chemists'  Trade  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  February  2,  on 
the  premises  of  Mr.  Tebb,  Beaumont  Street.  The  draft  of  a 
considerably  extended  price-list,  headed  with  the  rules  of 


the  Association,  was  submitted  and  approved.  It  was  agreed 
to  buy  several  articles,  but  the  bulk  of  the  time  and  interest 
of  the  evening  was  absorbed  in  discussing  the  relative 
claims  of  a  large  number  of  samples  of  perfumes  in  bottles 
and  in  bulk,  and  it  was  remarked  that  at  these  meetings 
united  experience  and  judgment  are  added  to  the  combined 
buying  power  of  the  Association.  Some  conversation  took 
place  about  an  old  man  who  has  been  calling  on  the  chemists 
of  Hull  and  district,  offering  sole  agencies  for  "  the  Kuradial 
spring  abdominal  pad,"  taking  the  money,  and  promising  to 
see  local  doctors  and  do  extensive  advertising ;  but,  as  pre- 
viously reported  in  the  C.  <5'  his  promises  are  not 
fulfilled. 


festivities. 


"F.  &  J.'s  Smoker." 

This  is  the  title  given  to  a  varied  programme  of  the 
entertainment  which  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Fassett  &  Johnson, 
Snow  Hill,  E.C.,  gave  at  the  Pitt's  Head,  Old  Bailey,  E.C.,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  February  3.  The  Chairman  was  the 
town  representative,  Mr.  F.  C.  Orange. 

Boots'  Managers  Dine. 

The  Nottingham  and  district  managers  and  heads  of 
departments  of  Boots  (Limited)  held  their  third  annual 
dinner  at  the  Mikado  Cafe  on  January  27.  Mr.  A.  L.  Milne 
(the  secretary  of  the  various  companies)  presided,  and 
amongst  the  company  (which  included  representatives 
from  Lincoln,  Liverpool,  Loughborough,  Burton-on-Trent, 
Eastwood,  &c.)  were  Messrs.  A.  Thompson  (general  manager) 
and  E.  S.  Waring  (director  of  the  Eastern  Company). 
Altogether  over  fifty  sat  down  to  the  excellent  repast  which 
had  been  provided  by  the  management.  After  dinner  a 
lengthy  musical  programme  was  successfully  carried  out. 

A  Teesside  Dinner. 

The  members  of  the  Teesside  Chemists'  Association  held 
their  third  annual  dinner  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Stockton-on- 
Tees,  on  January  27.  The  President  (Mr.  R.  R  Bambridge, 
of  Stockton)  occupied  the  chair,  and  amongst  those  present 
were  the  Mayor  of  Stockton  (Alderman  John  Harrison), 
Alderman  Clarkson  (West  Hartlepool),  Mr.  W.  R.  Brackenbury 
(Middlesborough),  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  (Sheffield),  Dr. 
Miller  (Stockton),  Mr.  P.  O.  B.  Sibson  (West  Hartlepool), 
Mr.  A.  Lee  (Middlesborough),  Mr.  J.  Gregory  (Stoakton),  Mr. 
W.  Finlayson  (Stockton),  and  Mr.  E.  Denis  Owen  (Middles- 
borough). After  the  customary  loyal  toasts  had  been 
honoured,  Mr.  W.  R.  Brackenbury  (ex-President  of  the  Tees- 
side  Association)  proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society." 
They,  as  provincial  chemists  were,  he  said,  very  proud  of  the 
way  in  which  Mr.  Newsholme  had  filled  the  office  of 
President,  and  believed  that  it  was  largely  owing  to  him 
that  that  body  had  shown  renewed  activity.  Mr.  News- 
holme in  responding,  said  northern  chemists  had  bsen 
described  to  him  as  being  a  really  "live"  set  of  men. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  it,  for  there  were  not  too  many  "  live  " 
men  connected  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  or,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  with  the  craft  as  a  body.  He  had  always 
held  provincial  associations  in  very  high  esteem — for  this 
reason :  it  was  a  decided  advantage  for  men  in  their  own 
particular  district  to  meet  and  confer  with  each  other. 
Years  ago  a  man  used  to  have  the  greatest  objection  to 
speak  to  his  brother-chemist,  even  if  he  only  lived  half-a- 
dozen  shops  away.  (Laughter.)  "If  we  are  to  advance," 
he  continued,  "  it  is  by  unity  ;  and  what  has  been  most 
gratifying  in  recent  years  has  been  to  see  the  large  increase 
in  associations  throughout  the  country."  (Applause.) 
Referring  to  legislation  he  said  :  "  What  we  ought  to  be  pre- 
pared to  do  is  to  go  in  for  constructive  legislation.  We  want 
a  great  deal  more  than  we  have  obtained  at  the  present 
time,  and,  what  is  more,  we  have  a  right  to  it."  (Applause.) 
Mr.  J.  Gregory  (Stockton)  submitted  the  toast  of  "The 
Medical  Faculty,"  to  which  Dr.  Miller  replied.  The  other 
toasts  were  "The  Stockton  and  Middlesborough  Corpora- 
tions," proposed  by  Alderman  Clarkson,  and  "  The  Teesside 
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Chemists'  Association,"  proposed  by  Mr.  P.  O.  B.  Sibson. 
During  the  evening  songs  were  rendered  by  Mr.  W.  Thompson, 
Mr.  Finch,  and  the  Brunswick  Quartette,  whilst  the  Kev. 
C.  H.  Wright  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Sudlow  contributed  recitations. 

A  Leeds  Smoker. 

A  smoking-concert  in  connection  with  the  Reynolds  & 
Branson  (Limited)  cricket-club,  was  held  in  the  Grand 
Restaurant,  Boar  Lane,  Leeds,  on  January  29,  Mr.  F.  Islip  in 
the  chair.  An  excellent  musical  programme  was  gone 
through,  the  artists  including  Messrs.  J.  Stanhope, 
R.  T.  Stanhope,  Taylor,  Glover,  Gough,  Smith,  Barker, 
Sanderson,  Lowe,  Read,  Suthers,  Stone,  Lawton,  Airey,  and 
Brunton.  Mr.  Blagden  gave  a  selection  with  the  mouth- 
harmonica,  and  Mr.  C.  Moon  was  the  accompanist.  During 
the  evening  two  toasts  were  proposed — "Reynolds  & 
Branson  (Limited)"  and  "  The  Club."  The  programme  was 
cleverly  illustrated  by  Mr.  Fred.  Reynolds's  graphic  pencil. 

NewcastIe=on=Tyne  Chemistss'  Association. 

The  annual  smoker  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening, 
February  3,  at  8  P.M.,  Mr.  George  Foggan  (President)  in  the 
chair.  A  large  audience  of  members  and  friends  turned  out, 
and  the  programme  was  quite  above  the  average  in  quality 
and  variety.  Mr.  Bloor  accompanied,  and  songs,  &c,  were 
contributed  by  the  St.  Nicholas  Quartette  (Messrs.  Jack 
Kerse,  Wilson,  Tindle,  and  Pope),  Messrs.  Frith,  Adamson, 
Clem  Bonsor,  and  others  ;  whilst  Messrs.  Clague,  Lane,  and 
Gowland  gave  recitations,  &c.  A  goodly  sprinkling  of  com- 
mercial fiiends  seasoned  the  gathering,  and  others  who 
supported  the  chair  were  Councillor  L.  Thompson  (Sunder- 
land), Messrs.  H.  Pattinson,   Kerse,  Gilderdale,  P.  Bell, 

E.  Dean,  Atkins,  and  G.  F.  Merson.    As  on  previous  oc-  I 
casions,  a  collection  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Benevolent  Fund,  the  sum  realised  being  31.  12s.  3d., 
which  was  handed  over  to  Mr.  Clague  for  transmission  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  Irish  Social. 

The  annual  musical  evening  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland,  was  held  on 
January  28,  in  Ulster  Hall,  Belfast— the  largest  public 
building  in  the  city.  There  was  a  large  gathering  of  the 
members  and  their  friends.  Sir  James  H.  Haslett,  M.P.,  the 
President  of  the  Society,  who  presided,  expressed  his 
pleasure  at  seeing  such  a  large  attendance,  and  regretted 
that  distance  had  prevented  a  number  of  the  Dublin 
members  from  being  present.  An  admirable  programme 
was  submitted,  for  which  the  following  committee  were 
responsible:  Messrs.  S.  Acheson,  W.  J.  Gibson,  R.  A. 
Jameson,  A.  R.  Hogg,  J.  Brown,  S.  Edgar  Lee,  W.  J.  Busby, 
W.  J.  Rankin,  S.  Suffern,  and  John  Frackleton.  The  artistes 
were:  Mr.  J.  W.  W.  Agnew,  Mrs.  Martin,  Mr.  Charles  S. 
Agnew,  Mr.  T.  J.  Lindsay  (leader  of  the  Belfast  Philhar- 
monic Society),  the  Belfast  Glee  Club,  Mr.  Robert  Diamond, 
Miss  Alice  Hamill ;  the  accompanist  being  Mr.  J.  H. 
McBratney. 

Liverpool  Cricketers  Smoke. 

A  smoking-concert  in  connection  with  the  Hanover 
Cricket  Club  was  held  at  the  Stork  Hotel,  Liverpool,  on 
January  30,  and  proved  an  enormous  success,  nearly  one 
hundred  and  sixty  members  and  friends  being  present, 
despite  very  inclement  weather.  Mr.  W.  P.  Evans  (Pre- 
sident of  the  club)  occupied  the  chair,  being  supported  by 
Messrs.  J.  N.  Evans,  S.  Castle,  J.  Shacklady,  W.  Wettings, 
G.  M.  MeLoughlin,  J.  C.  Turner,  and  others.  The  Charman, 
in  opening  the  concert,  said  he  hoped  that  the  committee 
would  be  atle  to  give  one  or  two  more  such  entertainments 
before  the  winter  season  was  over  and  cricket-practice  oc- 
cupied the  evenings  of  the  members.  Mr.  Castle,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  remarks,  said  that  he  would  have  great 
pleasure  in  presenting  a  bat  to  the  member  who  was  com- 
sidered  by  captain  and  committee  to  be  the  best  all-round 
man.  A  very  good  programme  was  presented  during  the 
evening,  the  chief  contributors  beiDg  Mr.  J.  A.  Kennison 
(pianist),  and  Messrs.  J.  Holden,  P.  S.  Robbins,  E.  G.  Isaac, 

F.  J.  Peyton,  G.  R.  Gamett,  and  others  (humorous  and 
sentimental  songs),  Mr.  F.  Ellams  (violin),  and  Mr. 
W.  F.  Beswick  (piccolo).  Mr.  J.  N.  Evans,  assisted  by 
Mr.  W.  Harper,  gave  a  few  selections  with  a  gramaphone. 


The  Chairman  and  Mr.  Castle  had  to  leave  early,  and  Mr. 
Shacklady,  who  occupied  the  chair  for  the  remainder  of  the 
evening,  caused  a  great  deal  of  amusement  by  calling  upon 
two  old  stagers,  Mr.  Tirebuck  and  Mr.  Kelly,  to  give 
selections,  and  the  antiquated  songs  these  gentlemen  sang 
were  received  with  much  merriment  and  applause. 

Exeter  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  supper  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening, 
February  3.  We  shall  refer  more  fully  to  the  proceedings 
next  week. 


association  Ballaos. 


V.— BOLTON. 

In  that  town  on  the  Croal  where  the  weaver-lass  trip3 

Amid  dimities,  quiltings,  and  jeans, 
The  chemists  evolve  pharmaceutical  "  tips  " 

And  discuss  the  net-price  of  "  Bile  Beans." 
Their  strenuous  path  unobserved  they  pursue, 

Making  hay  while  the  sunshine  is  hot ; 
But  when  knotty  problems  of  ethics  ensue, 

They  each  have  a  missive  from  Knott. 

The  trend  of  their  thinking  they  keep  very  still 

(For  fear  they  give  Bloomsbury  pain), 
And  doubtless  their  talks — if  made  known — would  fu'fil 

The  objects  all  seek  to  attain. 
But  shy,  modest  Bolton  expression  doth  curb, 

While  neighbours  with  language  profuse, 
The  beneficent  calm  of  the  Council  disturb, 

Really  sometimes  "  they  verge  on  abuse." 

So  we  yearn  for  the  speeches  of  Brislee  and  Brooks, 

And  Cartwright,  and  Dutton,  and  Blain  ; 
For  we  know  you  have  thinkers — and  sadly  one  looks 

For  John  Taylor;  but  looking  is  vain. 
With  a  step  that  was  fearless  he  trod  to  the  bourne 

Where  the  troubles  of  earth  are  unknown  ; 
Uprightly  he  lived,  shunning  malice  and  scorn, 

And  bearing  his  burdens  alone. 

But  where  are  the  thoughts  of  the  eloquent  Hart, 

And  of  Richardson,  also  of  Holt  ? 
And  why  does  not  Robertson  give  us  a  start, 

Or  Teebay  lend  vigorous  jolt 
To  the  dry  bones  of  Bloomsbury  ?    Time  now  is  ripe 

For  Shallcross  and  Mason  to  say, 
In  plain  unmistakable  C.  &  D.  type, 

Their  minds  on  the  things  of  the  day. 


Westminster  Mfsoom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.') 

Prospects  of  the  Session. 

Legislators  are  once  more  back  at  Westminster,  but  up  to 
the  present  the  new  disease  of  "  fiscalitis "  has  so  seized 
upon  the  body  politic  that  members  have  had  little  time  to 
think  of  anything  else.  Nothing  of  particular  interest  to 
readers  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  has  happened 
during  the  opening  days  of  the  Session,  the  fiscal  question 
and  the  War  Commission  report  having  swallowed  up  every- 
thing else  as  completely  as  Aaron's  rod.  From  the  point  of 
view  of  the  trade,  interest  is  of  the  kind  known  as  anticipa- 
tory. The  Pharmacy  Bill  is  again  to  be  introduced,  and  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Arsenical  Poisoning, 
which  figures  in  the  official  list  of  sessional  papers  delivered 
during  the  recess,  may  be  the  subject  of  debates.  More 
than  that  it  is  not  possible^to  say  definitely  at  the  present 
moment.  It  may  be  noted, ^however,  that  a  Bill  dealing 
with  the  hours  of  labour  in  shops  figures  in  the  list  of 
Government  measures  mentioned  in  the  King's  Speech  from 
the  Throne. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill,  which  differs  from  the  measure  pro- 
moted last  Session  in  respect  of  the  insertion  of  anadditiocal 
clause  reserving  the  rights  of  medical  men,  has  been  taken 
in  hand  by  Mr.  Lough.  The  hon.  member  has,  of  course,  to 
taKe  his  chance  at  the  ballot,  anel  it  is  impossible  at  the 
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moment  to  say  what  prospect  the  Bill  has  of  receiving  a  fair 
■hearing  in  the  House. 

Arsenical  Poisoning. 

SirCuthbertQuilterhas  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  confirmation  by  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Arsenical  Poisoning  of  the  opinion  expressed 
in  the  Minority  Report  of  the  Beer  Materials  Committee 
issued  five  years  ago,  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  beer- 
poisonirjg  epidemic,  that  legislation  is  necessary  to  prevent 
the  use  of  deleterious  substances  in  the  manufacture  of  beer. 
The  hon.  member  will  also  direct  attention  to  the  recom- 
mendation that  a  court  of  reference,  as  recommended  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Adulteration  of  Food  Products,  should  be 
established  for  fixing  standards  of  purity  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  He  proposes  to  ask  Mr. 
Walter  Long  what  action  it  is  proposed  to  take  to  give  effect 
to  the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commission. 


£raoe  motes. 


The  Sum  of  20.000Z.  for  investment  in  a  business  con- 
nected with  the  drug-trade  is  not  offered  every  day,  there- 
fore the  fact  that  it  is  done  in  oar  advertisement  pages  this 
week  deserves  notification  here. 

Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co.'s  catalogue  is  ready  a 
week  too  late  for  inclusion  (in  whole  or  part)  in  our  winter 
issue.  It  has  a  new  cover,  with  photographic  reproductions 
on  it,  and  inside  are  432  pages,  most  of  them  illustrated. 
Any  C.  $•  B.  subscriber  can  get  a  copy  by  writing  to  9  and 
11  Clerkenwell  Road,  London,  E.C. 

"  Houghton's  Monthly  "  is  the  title  of  a  journal  which 
Messrs.  Geo.  Houghton  &  Son  (Limited),  88  and  89  High 
Holborn,  W.O.,  intend  publishing  monthly.  It  is  for  cir- 
culating amongst  dealers  in  photographic  materials,  and 
will  contain  references  to  new  articles  introduced  by  the 
company.  The  first  number  is  now  being  sent  out  to  the 
trade. 

The  Dynar  Lens.— Messrs.  Voigtlander  &  Sohn,  12 
Charterhouse  Street,  Holborn  Circus,  E.C  ,  are  introducing  a 
new  rapid  lens  called  the  "  Dynar."  The  lens  is  made  of 
J ena  glass  and  the  mount  of  magnalium.  The  "  Dynar  "  works 
at //6— and  is  adapted  for  most  requirements  of  modern 
photography,  but  is  specially  recommended  for  hand- camera 
work. 

Indiarubber  Goods. — Messrs.  Burge,  Warren  &  Ridgley 
(Limited),  Great  Saffron  Hill,  London,  E.C,  have  issued  a 
new  price-list  of  hot-water  bottles  and  all  other  indiarubber 
goods  stocked  by  chemists.  They  intimate  that  the  advance 
on  indiarubber  goods  and  vulcanite  articles  is  now  taken 
off.  A  copy  of  the  price-list  will  be  sent  to  any  of  our 
subscribers  who  ask  the  firm  for  it. 

Serums. — A  descriptive  booklet  of  the  various  serums 
prepared  by  the  Institut  Pasteur,  of  Lille,  has  been  sent  to  us 
by  Mr.  Jos.  Flach,  16  Water  Lane,  Great  Tower  Street,  E.C. 
The  serums  dealt  with  in  the  pamphlet  are  the  anti-venom 
serum  against  the  bites  of  serpents  ;  the  anti-tetanic  serum 
for  wound-dressing ;  and  calf-lymph  for  vaccination  against 
smallpox.  Mr.  Flach  will  send  a  copy  of  the  booklet  to 
any  C.  3,  D.  subscriber. 

Antiseptic  Throat-pastilles  (Evans).— Messrs.  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited),  Liverpool  and  London, 
inform  us  that  all  litigation  respecting  these  pastilles  has 
now  been  closed,  and  they  are  now  sold  under  an  arrange- 
ment sanctioned  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  the  County 
Palatine  of  Lancaster,  by  which  a  large  proportion  of  the 
sale  revenue  is  devoted  to  charity.  This  does  not  reduce  the 
retailer's  profits,  we  note,  as  the  pastilles  are  on  the  PA  T  A 
list. 

Galenical  Preparations.— Mr.  James  Brierley,  F.C.S., 
public  analyst  for  Southampton  and  Newbury,  reporting  on 
the  analyses  of  tinctures  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Randall  & 
Son  (Limited),  Southampton,  gives  a  series  of  figures  for 
sp.  gr.,  solid  extract,  alcohol  percentage,  and  alkaloids, 


which  quite  justify  him  in  saying  that  Messrs.  Randall's 
tinctures  "comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  in  all  respects,  and  are  evidently  prepared 
with  the  greatest  care." 

Bovril  Bonus  Scheme.— Bovril  (Limited),  Old  Street, 
E.C,  have  had  a  gravure  made  of  Mr.  Snowman's  picture 
"  The  Leopard  Skin,"  which  was  exhibited  at  the  Royal 
Academy  last  year.  The  reproduction  is  printed  on  fine 
plate-paper  40  by  30,  and  is  free  from  advertising- matter. 
Coupons  are  now  being  enclosed  with  each  bottle  of  bovril, 
and  a  copy  of  the  picture  can  be  obtained  by  presenting 
sufficient  number  of  coupons  of  the  face  value  of  21s. 
before  July  1.  The  previous  pictures  offered  in  this  way, 
"The  Relief  of  Lalysmith"  and  "Lord  Kitchener's  Home- 
coming"— met  with  a  good  reception,  and  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  latest  picture  scheme  will  not  be  behind  the 
previous  ones  in  its  acceptance  by  the  public. 

Newfoundland  Cod-liver  Oil  is  in  the  ascendant. 
From  private  information  we  learn  that  the  manufacturers 
in  our  oldest  Colony  are  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  indus- 
try as  conducted  on  modern  lines,  and  with  adequate  support 
from  other  Britishers  there  is  no  reason  why  the  old  position 
should  not  be  returned  to.  These  remarks  are  suggested  by 
the  receipt  from  Messrs.  L.  E.  Thomas  &  Co.,  43  Edge  Lane, 
Liverpool,  of  a  sample  of  non-freezing  N.F.  cod-liver  oil.  It 
is  superior  in  taste  and  odour  to  many  samples  of  oil  which 
have  passed  as  first-class  in  these  famine  days.  We  have 
not  had  the  time  to  test  it,  but  notice  that  Mr.  Herbert  E. 
Davis,  B.Sc,  of  Liverpool,  certifies  it  to  show  no  deposit  at 
32°  F.  Buyers  can  get  quotations  and  samples  from  Messrs. 
Thomas  at  the  above  address. 

Apollinaris. — There  is  an  interesting  and  instructive 
account  of  the  source  and  method  of  bottling  Apollinaris 
water  in  the  "  Lancet "  of  January  30.  The  bottling- 
process  is  fairly  familiar  to  readers  of  the  C.  §  D.,  and 
consists  in  allowing  the  water  to  stand  so  as  to  separate  the 
hydrated  oxide  of  iron  (a  little  salt  is  added  to  facilitate  the 
process)  and  then  re-aerating  the  water  with  carbonic-acid 
gas.  The  chief  point  in  the  "  Lancet  "  article  is  the  result 
of  the  analyses  in  bringing  out  the  purity  of  the  water.  The 
water  as  obtained  from  the  spring  is  sterile,  and  the  residue 
is  free  from  objectionable  organic  matter.  The  quantity  of 
ferric  oxide  and  lime  carbonate  thrown  down  in  the  storage- 
tanks  is  approximately  0-0335  gram  per  litre  or  f5  gr.  per 
pint,  this  proportion  being  much  smaller  than  we  have  been 
led  to  believe  to  be  present  in  the  water  as  it  is  pumped 
from  the  spring. 


Business  Changes, 


Messrs.  Gordon  &  Boyle  have  opened  "The  Chine 
Pharmacy  "  at  Boscombe,  Bournemouth. 

Messrs.  J.  Carr  &  Co.,  chemists,  are  transferring  their 
business  from  171  High  Holborn  to  20  Bury  Street,  Holborn, 
W.C. 

Mr.  J.  Sellers,  manufacturing  chemist,  has  removed 
from  11  Clerkenwell  Green,  E.C,  to  361  Liverpool  Road, 
Islington,  N. 

Mr.  C  T.  Bennett,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over 
the  business  of  Mr.  A.  Coulton,  at  94  Richmond  Road 
Barnsbury,  N. 

Mr.  A.  Toon,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought  the  branch 
business  of  Messrs.  Greaves  &  Son,  chemists,  at  Pinxton, 
near  Mansfield. 

Mr.  J.  Lloyd,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired  the 
business  at  125  St.  John's  Hill,  New  Wandsworth,  S.W., 
formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Saunders,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

The  business  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Hutchins,  chemist 
and  druggist,  in  Queen  Street,  Neath,  which  was  established 
fifty  years  ago,  will  be  continued  as  heretofore  under  the 
name  of  "  Charles  Hutchins." 

Messrs.  Hayward-Tyler  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
aerated-water  apparatus,  are  removing  their  offices  from 
90  and  92  Whitecross  Street,  B.C.,  to  more  commodious 
premises  at  99  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS  — The  prices  given  in  this  section  ere 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
Snstances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  Et  anything  lite  the  prises 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.:  February  4. 

AT  the  auctions  of  first  and  second  hand  drugs  held  to-day 
the  tone  was  dull  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  goods 
offered  was  bought  in.  Cape  aloes  sold  at  fairly  steady 
prices  considering  the  quantity  that  offered.  There  was  no 
demand  for  Zanzibar  or  Socotrine.  Sumatra  benzoin  was 
slow  of  sale  at  unaltered  rates,  and  buchu  leaves  were  firmly 
held.  Balsam  tolu  was  rather  easier,  and  for  balsam  Peru 
lower  prices  will  now  be  accepted.  Japanese  refined 
camphor  was  firmly  held,  but  no  business  was  done  publicly. 
Cardamoms  sold  at  firm  but  unaltered  rates,  and  dragons-blood 
met  with  a  slight  decline.  Sales  of  elemi  have  been  made 
at  rather  lower  prices.  Gamboge  appears  to  be  more  firmly 
held,  and  Jamaica  honey  of  common  quality  sold  at  good 
prices.  Minas  ipecacuanha  was  about  67.  to  3d.  cheaper, 
but  no  material  alteration  was  shown  in  Matto  Grosso. 
Cartagena  was  not  offered.  Kola  appears  to  have  been  in 
demand,  as  several  parcels  had  been  sold  previous  to  the 
sale.  The  feature  of  the  auction  was  the  large  quantities  of 
menthol  that  were  put  up  for  forced  sale.  The  prices  paid 
were  better  than  had  been  anticipated  and  only  marked  a 
decline  of  about  3d.  to  67.  on  those  asked  privately.  The 
bulk  of  it  was  bought  by  one  broker.  Khubarb  met  with 
slow  support,  and  rather  easier  prices  were  accepted  for 
native  red  Jamaica,  which  was  plentiful ;  grey  and  Lima 
descriptions  were  steady.  The  quality  of  the  Tinnevelly 
senna  was  very  poor,  bat  buyers  eagerly  competed  for  it 
Jamaica  beeswax  was  firmly  held.  In  the  outside  market 
there  has  been  a  slight  decline  in  German  quinine,  con- 
sequent on  the  lower  unit  at  Amsterdam  last  week.  Santonin 
has  again  advanced,  and  copper  sulphate  is  dearer.  Golden 
seal  is  considerably  higher,  and  gentian  is  firmer,  with 
more  demand.  Cinuamon  -  leaf  oil  and  clove  oil  are 
higher.  Serpentary,  potashes,  and  cocoa-butter  are  among 
the  easier  items.  The  subjoined  table  shows  the  principal 
alterations : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Copper 

Gentian 

Cocoa-butter 

Balsam  tola 

sulphate 

Oil,  euca- 

Dragon's- 

Cascara 

Ginger  (Jap.) 

lyptus 

blood 

Sagrada 

Golden  seal 

Vanillin 

Oil,  citronella 

Ipecac. 

Kamala 

(ci.f.) 

(Minas) 

Oil,  cinnamon- 

Orris 

Menthol 

leaf 

Potashes 

Quinine 

Oil,  clove 

Serpentary 

(Germ.) 

Santonin 

Sarsaparilla 
(native) 

American"  Drugs. — The  following  are  a  few  current 
quotations  for  the  more  important  roots,  barks,  &c.  :  Bayberry 
bark,  85s.  per  cwt.,  ci.f. ;  sassafras,  Qd.  per  lb.,  ci.f . ;  simaruba, 
2s..,  ci.f. ;  Wahoo  root,  10kd.,  ci.f. ;  wild  cherry,  3|rZ. ,  ci.f. ; 
pressed  lobelia  6i.,  loose  ditto  5d. ;  podophyllum,  45s.  to 
47s.  6d.,  ci.f.  ;  blood  root,  7hd.,  ci.f. ;  and  Mexican  sarsaparilla, 
4M.,  ci.f.  terms. 


Argol. — At  the  drysaltery-auctions  58  bags  Cape  sold  at 
good  prices,  dull  dusty  to  fair  grey  selling  at  from  48s.  to 
52s.,  bold  pinky  at  47s.,  bright  red  44s.,  soft  dusty  red  37s., 
and  pickings  32s.  to  34s.  per  cwt. 

Arrowroot.— At  auction  250  barrels  St.  Vincent  mostly 
sold  at  from  lfi7.  to  2,(1.  per  lb. 

Aksenic  is  steady,  at  from  14s.  to  15i.  per  cwt.  on  the 
spot  for  best  white  powder.  A  fair  business  has  recently 
been  concluded  for  forward  delivery. 

Bayberry  Bark  is  practically  unobtainable  in  New  York, 
and  letter  advices  quoted  from  18c.  to  20c. 

BLEACHiNG-rowDER  is  steady  at  the  recently  improved 
prices,  English  on  the  spot  being  quoted  at  4Z.  15s.  per  ton, 
and  foreign  HI.  7s.  6.'/.,  ex  ship. 

Borax  has  been  selling  fairly  well  on  the  basis  of  13s 
per  cwt.  for  crystals,  and  14s.  for  powder.  Boric  aold  is 
22s.  and  24s.  respectively. 

Cinchona. — -The  N.  V.  Nederlandsche  Veem  at  Amsterdam 
reports  that  the  shipments  from  Java  to  Europe  during 
January  were  as  follows  : 


Year 
1904 
1903 
1902 
1901 
1900 
1899 


Amsterdam 
Lbs. 
855,000 
593,000 
940,000 
.  1,000,000 
615,000 
509,800 


Year 
1898 
1897 
1896 
1895 
1894 
1893 


Amsterdam 
Lbs. 
956,000 
390,000 
970,000 
657,000 
893,000 
900,000 


The  exports  from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to  December  31 
show  a  substantial  decrease,  the  figures  being  as  follows  : 

1903         1902  1901  1900 

Lbs.      ...      170,565      407,201      601,089  510,462 

Cocoa-butter. — At  auction  100  tons  of  Cadbury's  brand 
sold  at  from  llfd.  to  ll£d.,  closing  llfd.,  or  £d.  per  lb. 
lower.  Ten  cases  of  3-oz.  tablets  brought  Is.  l^d.  At  the 
Amsterdam  auction  75  tons  of  Van  Houten's  sold  at  from 
62.^5.  to  65c.  (average  price  63  90c,  against  62c.  at  the  previous 
auction),  14  tons  De  Jong  also  sold  at  61J-C  to  62jC,  and  of 
4J  tons  Mignon  offered,  1,920  kilos,  sold  at  62c. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  firm  and  rather  dearer  at  201.  to 
20/.  5s.  per  ton  for  ordinary  brands  on  the  spot.  It  is 
expected  that  prices  will  further  advance  during  this  month 
and  April.  Orders  have  lately  been  received  here  on  United 
States  account. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  firm  and  in  good  demand,  with  a 
great  spot  scarcity  of  95  per  cent,  powder,  which  is  now 
quoted  84s.  to  85s.  per  cwt. ;  93  per  cent,  powder  is  obtainable 
at  87s. 

Cumin-seed. — Fair  Mogador  has  been  SDld  at  26j\  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Galls. — There  are  sellers  of  Chinese  at  50s.  per  cwt.,  ci.f., 
and  Japanese  at  49s.,  c  i.f. 

Golden  Seal. — Owing  to  extreme  scarcity  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  fact  that  a  large  patent-medicine  proprietor 
is  in  the  market,  there  has  been  a  rapid  advance,  cable3 
quoting  3s  9d.  per  lb.,  ci.f.,  and  it  is  quite  anticipated  that 
the  price  will  be  a  dollar  ere  long. 

Grains  of  Paradise. — For  spot  47s.  6i.  per  cwt.  is 
quoted. 

Kamala. — Good  bright  is  dearer,  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Liquorice  Root  — Good  cut  decorticated  root  still  remains 
very  scarce,  and  45s.  is  asked  in  one  quarter. 

Oil,  Cod  Liver. — Business  on  the  London  market  is  very 
quiet,  buyers  waiting  developments  ir  view  of  the  unsettled 
feeling.  Strictly  prime  quality  of  new  oil  is  offering  for 
forward  delivery  at  350s.  per  barrel  ci.f.,  and  less 
popular  brands  are  quoted  285s.,  ci.f.  Our  Bergen  corre- 
spondent writes  on  January  30  that  the  stormy  weather 
which  has  prevailed  more  or  less  throughout  the  month  of 
January  has  considerably  interfered  with  the  fishing.  It 
should  also  be  added  that  experts  on  second  consideration 
are  beginning  to  be  sceptical  in  regard  to  the  quality  of  the 
cod  and  liver,  which  do  not  now  appear  to  be  so  good  as 
previously  suggested.    More  attention  is  being  paid  to  the 
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small  lots  of  new  oil  which  have  arrived  on  the  market,  and 
new  non-congealing  quality  is  obtainable  at  225s.  per  barrel, 
f.o.b.  Bergen.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount 
to  108  barrels  against  300  barrels  at  the  corresponding  date 
of  last  year.  In  the  drug-auction  35  casks  non-freezing 
Newfoundland  were  offered,  of  which  part  had  been  sold 
privately,  and  for  the  remainder  300s.  per  cask  was  wanted. 

Oil,  Olive. — The  news  concerning  the  new  crop  is 
favourable  according  to  Messina  advices  of  January  31. 
The  quality  is  excellent,  and  there  has  been  a  large  demand 
for  home  consumption.  Prices  have  advancsd  15s.  to  20s., 
and  show  considerable  firmness.  Yellow  Messina  is  quoted 
30Z.  10s.,  greenish  Messina  30/.,  "burning  Russia"  33/.  15s., 
Gallipoli  30Z.  10s.,  choice  ditto  31Z.  5s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Messina. 

Oil,  Wood. — Chinese  on  the  spot  is  held  for  28s.  6d. 
per  cwfc.,  and  for  arrival  25s.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Oils,  Essential. — A.  further  advance  has  lately  been 
made  in  English  Clove  oil,  distillers  of  which  now  quote 
5s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  opt.  and  5s.  2d.  for  second  quality. 
American  Pennyroyal  oil  is  quoted  5s.  per  lb.,  and  Spearmint 
oil  at  16s.  in  bulK.  Finest  English  Lavender  is  obtainable 
from  first  hands  at  25s.  per  lb.  net.  For  shipment  Citronella 
oil  is  easier  at  lid.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  in  drums  ;  prices  on  the  spot 
are  firm,  however,  at  Is.  Id.  for  drums  and  Is.  2d.  for  cases. 
Cassia  oil  is  lower  in  the  absence  of  demand.  Importers  of 
Eucalyptus  oil  are  asking  more  money  as  it  is  said  the  quantity 
to  come  forward  will  show  a  shrinkage.  With  larger  crops  of 
wheat  and  other  cereals  in  Australia,  due  to  beneficial  rains, 
less  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  gathering  of  eucalyptus 
leaves,  hence  less  oil  has  been  distilled.  Camphor  oil  is  firm  at 
47s.  6d.  per  cwt.  spot  in  tins  and  cases.  There  has  been  a 
moderate  business  in  Cinnamon  Leaf  oil,  up  to  2\d.  per  oz. 
having  been  paid  on  the  spot.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  this 
oil  contains  a  large  percentage  of  eugenol  this  price  is  con- 
sidered low.  Several  cases  of  B.P.  Eucalyptus  oil  were  sold 
in  auction  at  Is.  l\d.  per  lb. 

Opium. — The  London  market  for  opium  remains  quiet, 
practically  no  business  being  reported.  Early  in  the  week 
there  were  buyers  of  Tokat  seconds  at  10s.,  but  sellers  ask 
10s.  6d.  The  market  for  Persian  is  firm,  but  there  are  no 
buyers. 

Smyrna,  January  20. — The  market  is  quieter,  with  sales 
amounting  to  17  cases  only,  in  spite  of  which  sellers  continue  to 
be  very  firm,  and  show  little  anxiety  to  part  with  their  stocks. 
For  selected  manufacturing  qualities  buyers  have  had  to  pay  a 
slightly  higher  price,  but  in  common  current  Id.  to  2d.  per  lb. 
under  last  week's  prices  have  been  accepted.  The  following 
are  the  quotations :  Current  tale  quale,  as  to  quality, 
7s.  Id.  to  7s.  9d. ;  selected  manufacturing,  8s.  to  8s.  Zd. ; 
Karahissar,  8s.  to  8s.  Ad.;  Yerli,  7s.  lOd.  to  9s.;  and 
Bogaditz,  8s.  6r7.  to  9s.  M.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  terms.  The 
arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  1,707  cases,  against 
4,730  cases  at  the  same  period  last  year.  Another  correspondent, 
writing  on  January  22,  states  that  the  transactions  for  the  week 
amount  to  about  20  cases  Karahissar  tale  quale,  at  the  equivalent 
of  from  8s.  2d.  to  8s.  6rf.,  c.i.f.,  European  ports. 

Constantinople,  January  29. — The  market  is  quietly  steady, 
with  little  or  no  business  passing.  The  sales  for  the  week  amount 
to  8  cases  "  druggists',''  at  7s.  8<?.,  and  8  cases  fine  soft-shipping, 
at  lis.  Id.  per  lb  ,  f.o.b.  term3. 

Potashes. — First  Montreal  potashes  continue  to  bring 
high  prices  owing  to  the  very  small  quantity  offered.  On  the 
spot  first  American  can  be  had  at  40s.,  being  rather  easier. 

Quinine. — Following  on  the  decline  of  15  per  cent,  in 
bark  at  Amsterdam  last  week,  the  German  makers  reduced 
their  prices  on  Friday  last  by  \&.  per  oz.,  and  now  quote 
ll'kd.  for  sulphate  in  bulk.  Howard's  prices  are  unaltered. 
The  secondhand  market  also  followed  the  decline,  about 
30,000  oz.  changing  hands  at  lid.  spot,  and  subsequently  at 
lid.  for  March.  This  week  there  have  been  further  sellers 
at  these  prices,  with  buyers  at  10^d.  The  result  of  the 
tender  held  at  Batavia  to-day  is  as  follows  :— Of  5,902  kilos, 
offered,  295  kilos,  were  sold  at  an  average  of  16§f.  per 
kilo,  (about  equal  to  a  unit  of  6  cents  Amsterdam),  against 
18|f.  per  kilo,  at  the  previous  tender.  The  next  tender 
will  take  place  on  March  9. 

The  Amsterdam  quinine-works  have  reduced  their  price  for 
Ed.  II.  and  Ed  III,  by  llf.  per  kilo.,  and  now  quote  20f.  and  22f. 
respectively.  The  landings  in  London  during  January  were 
83,472  oz.  and  the  deliveries  32,334  oz.,  making  the  stock  on 
January  31  3,317,600  oz.,  against  3,560,272  oz.  in  1903. 


Santonin.  —  A  further  advance  was  announced  on 
Monday,  when  makers  raised  their  prices  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 
They  now  quote  26s.  3d.  net  for  B  P.  crystals  in  quantities  of 
not  less  than  28  lbs.,  26s.  for  at  least  28  lbs.,  and  25s.  9d.  for 
half-cwt.  lots. 

Sassafras  Bark. — Letter  advices  from  New  York  quota 
7|c.  to  9c,  according  to  holder. 

Serpentary  is  rather  easier  at  Is.  9\d.  per  lb.  net  on  the 
spot. 

Shellac. — On  the  spot,  moderate  sales  have  been  made 
at  210s.  to  214s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  to  fair  second 
orange  T.N. 

Soy. — Nothing  is  obtainable  below  Is.  3d.  per  gallon, 
which  price  is  asked  for  Wochan  brand ;  up  to  2s.  Id.  and 
2s.  2d.  is  asked  for  finest. 

Spermaceti. — A  fairly  active  market  is  reported  at  the 
lower  prices  recently  announced. 

Spices. — At  auction  the  moderate  supplies  offered  met 
with  a  quiet  demand.  Singapore  Pepper  was  bought  in, 
including  fair,  at  Q§d.,  and  fair  Alleppy  at  Q\d. ;  very  grey 
Lampong  sold  at  5 :^d.  Fine  white  Singapore  was  bought  in 
at  10^d.  Ginger  was  quiet,  and  all  bought  in.  Privately 
sales  have  been  made  of  Calicut  D  for  arrival  at  21s.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f.  London  ;  and  in  Japanese  ginger  a  good  business 
has  been  done  at  dearer  prices,  including  January-March 
shipment,  at  up  to  20s.,  c.i.f.  Of  Zanzibar  Cloves,  100  bales 
good  fair  were  bought  in  at  3hl,  Privately  a  good  specula- 
tive business  has  been  done,  up  to  3%<l.  per  lb.  having  been 
paid  for  March-May,  and  3\%d.  for  June-August  delivery. 

Turmeric. — Sellers  of  Cochin  finger  quote  finger  at 
9s.  6d.  and  split  bulbs  at  from  8s.  to  8s.  M.  Small  sales  of 
Bengal  have  been  made  at  10s  ,  spot,  and  fair  Madras  at  9s. 
per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — An  auction  is  to  be  held  on  February  10,  at 
which  600  tins  have  so  far  been  catalogued  for  sale.  The 
British  Consul  at  Mexico  reports  that  the  cultivation  of 
vanilla  is  now  being  more  extended,  and  as  it  grows 
luxuriantly  in  the  warm  lands  along  the  coast  there  seems 
no  reason  why  the  exports  should  not  show  a  greater  increase. 
The  amount  exported  in  1902  was  113,576  lbs.,  as  compared 
with  43  991  lbs.  in  190  L,  and  the  values  of  these  exports  were 
respectively  98,550/.  in  1902  and  57,426/.  in  1901.  The 
greater  part  of  the  exports  were  made  in  the  months  of  July 
and  August,  and  were  sent  chiefly  to  New  York. 

Vanillin  is  firmer  at  from  Is.  4i.  to  Is.  5d.  per  oz.,  net,  in 
quantity. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  goods  offered  and  sold  : 
Offered  Sold 

Aconite                       2  ...  2 

Albumen,  egg              3  ...  3 

Aloes — 

Cape                     80  ...  78 

Socotrine                39  ...  0 

Zanzibar                 21  ...  0 

Ambergris                   9  •••  0 

Aniseed                    88  ...  0 

Antimony                  50  ...  0 

Annatto-seed            104  ...  0 

Areca                      10  ...  0 

Asphaltum                48...  0 

Balsam  — 

Canada                     4  ...  0 

Copaiba                 11  ...  0 

Tolu                      21  ...  18 

Peru                       5  ...  0 

Benzoin — 

Palembang              50  ...  0 

Siam                       2  ...  2 

Sumatra               220  ...  30 

Buchu                      14  ...  2 

Calumba                  108  ...  0 

Camphor  (ref.  Jap.)    82  ...  0 

German  bells  ...     1  ...  0 

Jap.  crude                1  ...  0 

Canella  alba                8  ...  0 

Cardamoms              173  ...  137 

Carob-leaves               5  ...  5 


Offered 

Sold 

Cascara  sagrada  ... 

82  . 

.  10 

23  . 

.  0 

7  . 

.  7 

25  . 

.  0 

1  . 

.  0 

5  . 

.  0 

51  . 

.  1 

Coca-lea  ves(Cey  Ion) 

27  . 

..  4 

Cocculus  indicus ... 

20  . 

..  0 

21  . 

..  5 

50  . 

..  0 

99  . 

..  15 

29  . 

..  0 

12  . 

..  0 

10  . 

..  0 

Cuttle-fish  bone  ... 

3  . 

..  0 

24  . 

..  0 

34  . 

..  6 

Egg-yolk   

10  . 

..  0 

77  . 

..  0 

14  . 

..  5 

80  . 

..  0 

Galls   

17  . 

..  13 

17  . 

..  0 

14 

..  14* 

72 

..  4 

Honey  — 

10  . 

..  0 

53  . 

..  53 

Sold  privately. 
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Offered 

Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena   5  .. 

Rio  (Matto  Grosso)  33  .. 

„   (Minas)    38  .. 

Jalap   19  .. 

Kino    7  .. 

Kola  .   19  .. 

Lime-juice    2  .. 

Liquorice- juice   2  .. 

Mastich   6  .. 

Menthol    53  .. 

Musk- 
seed    4  .. 

Myrrh    25  .. 


Nux  vomica  , 
Oil— 

bitter-orange 
(cpra.)  

castor  

cedarwood  


26 


damar   22 

cinnamon   10 

cad-liver    10 

(Newf.)    35 

CUSCU3                  ...  2 

eucalyptus    49 

lime  (tins)    20 

mowra   10 

nutmeg   10 

patchouli    2 

peppermint    45 

sassafras    6 

sweet-orange  ...  22 

tangerine  (cprs.)  3 

wintergreen    2 

Oil,  rose  (E.I.)   6 

O.ange-peel   21 

Orris    10 

Patchouli-leaves  ...  15 

Papaw- juice   7 

Pumice-stone    10 

Albumen. 
for  fair. 


Sold 

0 
2 
17 
0 
0 

4* 
0 
0 
0 

53 

1 

4 
26 


0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 

11 
0 

10 
0 
0 

1* 

0 
0 
0 

10 
0 
0 
0 
0 

10 
0 
0 
0 


Offered 

Rhatany    10  .. 

Rhubarb    63  .. 

Sagapenum    2  .. 

Sarsaparilla — 

grey  Jamaica  ...  30  .. 

Honduras    12  .. 

Lima  Jamaica  ...  22  .. 

native  Jam   21  .. 

Scammonium    20  .. 

Scammony-root  ...  43  .. 

Seedlac   52  .. 

Senega    |_5  .. 

Senna- 
Alex   95  .. 

Tinnevelly    474  .. 

Soy    22  .. 

Squill    17  .. 

Strophanthus    7  .. 

Tragacanth    2  .. 

Tamarinds    100  .. 

Tonka-beans   12  .. 

Turmeric    103  .. 

Turtle  (dried)    7  .. 

Vanilla    3  .. 

Wax  (bees')  — 

Australian   13  .. 

Borneo    3  .. 

Cape    3  .. 

Chilian    4  .. 

Chinese   10  .. 

East  Indian   85  .. 

French    3  .. 

Jamaica    35  .. 

Madagascar   47  .. 

Morocco   139  .. 

Nvassaland    6  .. 

West  Indian   3  .. 

Zanzibar    73  .. 

Wax,  vegetable 

(Jap.)    45  .. 


Yarrow 


5  .. 


Sold 
0 
14 
0 

4 
0 
6 

11 
.  0 
0 
7 

5* 

.  63 
.  47 

0 
0 

0 

,  2* 
0 
0 

,  0 
0 
3 

4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
10 
33 
0 
6 
0 
0 

0 

5 


-Three  cases  Chinese  egg  sold  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 


Aloes. — A  good  supply  of  Cape  aloes  was  again  offered, 
and  met  with  fair  competition  at  about  steady  unaltered 
rates,  fairj  to  good  bright  hard  firsts  selling  at  from  40.;.  to 
42s.  6d. ;  slightly  soft  and  dullish,  37s.  to  39s.;  dull 
and  drossy,  34s.  to  34s.  6d. ;  Zanzibar  slow  of  sale,  fair  hard 
hepatic  in  skins  were  held  at  50s. ;  Socotrine,  in  kegs,  were 
held  at  70s.,  for  good  stiff  pasty. 

Aniseed. — Clean  Levant  seed  was  bought  in  at  24s. 
ordinary  Russian  at  20s.  per  cwfc. 

Axnatto  Seed— For  good  Ceylon  3\d.  per  lb. 
wanted.    Business  has  been  done  privately'at  3^d. 

Antimony. — Japanese  crude  was  limited  at  111.  10s. 
ton. 


and 


per 


AHECA. — Fair  bright  Ceylon  seed  was  limite;!  at  12;.  6  I. 
per  cwt. 

Balsam,  Canada.— The  price  for  good  bright  is2s.perlb., 
at  which  business  has  been  done. 

Balsam  Copaiba.— Bright  thin  pale  Para  was  limited  at 
Is.  4rZ.,  and  cloudy  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  Five  casks  of  cloudy 
Maranham  were  taken  out  at  Is.  8i.  per  lb.  The  arrivals  of 
Maranham  at  Liverpool  have  been  on  a  much  smaller  scale 
lately. 

Balsam  Peru.— Fair  is  obtainable  at  4s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Tolu.-  Rather  easier.  Fair  sof  tish,  in  large  tins, 
sold  at  Is.,  slightly  drossy  at  101,  and  badly  drossy  at  8d. 
per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  was  slow  of  sale  and  unchanged. 
Middling  seconds  (15  cases)  with  fair  to  medium  almonds, 
partly  false  packed,  sold  at  5.'.  7s.  6:1.  per  cwt.  Some  15 
cases  of  fair  seconds  had  been  sold  previous  to  the  sale  at 
about  6'.  5>\  Two  cases  of  nard  brown  Siam  siftings  in  block 
sold  at  6/.  12s.  6d.,  subject. 

Buchu. — For  fair  round  greenish  leaf,  rather  stalky,  9d. 
was  wanted  ;;  several  lots  were  obtainable  at  8'2d.,  and  2 
bales  sold  at  this  price. 

Camphor.— Several  parcels  of  Japanese  refined  tablets 


of  various  sizes  were  held  at  3  s.  per  lb.  A  small  box  of 
crude  Japanese  sold  at  200s.  per  cwt.  Privately  the  market 
remains  firm,  refiners  asking  3s.  to  3.;.  3d.  for  bells. 

Cardamoms. — The  moderate  supplies  offered  mostly  sold 
with  fair  competition  at  firm  but  unaltered  prices,  seeds 
being  steady.  The  following  prices  were  paid :  Ceylon- 
Mysores,  extra  bold  pale,  2?.  5:1.  to  2?.  6:1. ;  good  bold  pale, 
2s.  to  2j\  21.  ;  bold  medium  pale,  Is.  51.  to  Is.  Id. ;  medium 
pale,  Is.  21.  to  Is.  31. ;  palish,  Is.  to  Is.  Id. ;  small  and  medium 
pale,  9i.  to  lid. ;  peas,  6^.;  pickings,  9i.  to  9^1. ;  ordinary 
brown  and  split,  61.  to  7%d. seed,  lid.  to  Is. 

Complete  returns  in  regard  t:>  the  exports  from  Ceylon  during 
1933  are  now  available.  The  figures  show  a  total  of  909,418  lbs., 
or  about  300,000  lbs.  more  than  last  year,  which,  in  its  turn, 
exceeded  all  previous  years.  List  year  the  U.K.  received 
530,385  lb3 ,  India  232,083  lbs ,  Germany  90,148  lbs.,  China 
25,672  lbs.,  Africa  20,687  lbs.,  and  America  1,521  lbs. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Of  82  bales  offered  10  apparently 
sold  at  80s.  for  new  bark  of  fair  quality. 

Cascarilla. — Siftings  were  the  only  description  offered, 
and  35s.  was  wanted  for  them. 

Cashew  Nuts. — Seven  cases  sold  at  30;. 

Chiretta. — Fair  was  limited  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Coca  Leaves. — Fair  greenish  Cjyloii  leaf  sold  at  from  Is. 
to  Is.  21.  per  lb. 

Colocynth. — For  a  mixed  parcel  of  five  cases,  part  com- 
prising small  to  bold  brownish,  and  broken  apple,  and 
a  case  of  seed,  an  all-round  price  of  Id.  was  paid.  For 
three  cases  small  to  bold  palish  Turkey  apple  Is.  5d.  was 
wanted. 

Coriander-seed  was  bought  in  at  16s.  6  /.  for  bright  new 
crop,  slightly  wormy. 

Croton-SEED. — Fair  bright,  part  dark,  mixed,  sold  at  18s. 
per  cwt.,  subject  to  approval.    Privately  22s.  61.  is  asked. 

Dragonsblood  sold  at  rather  easier  prices,  II.  10s.  being 
paid  for  one  case  of  good  bright  balls,  and  for  fair  medium 
bag-shaped  lump  5/.  15s.  was  paid.  Two  cases  of  good 
bright  seedy  lump  brought  11.  2<.  6d.  Reeds  were  held  for 
9/.  per  cwt.,  which  was  the  last  price  paid  privately. 

Elemi. — Fair  pale  is  obtainable  at  35s.,  at  which  sales 
have  been  made  pxavately. 

Ergot. — For  fair  sound  Spanish  Is.  61.  per  lb.  was 
wanted. 

Gamboge. — For  a  parcel  of  good  bold  bright  Siam  pipe 
slightly  drossy  and  damp  16/.  10s.  was  wanted. 

Gentian. — A  parcel  of  lean  split  has  been  sold  privately. 
Privately  holders  on  the  spot  are  firmer,  and  one  dealer  has 
advanced  his  price  to  22s.  and  23s.  for  cut  root. 

Gum  Arabic. — Yellowish  picked  Trieste  grain  was  limited 
at  70s. 

Honey. — Jamaica  sold  at  goa  l  prices.  Common  liquid  to 
brown  set  Jamaica  in  barrels  sold  at  from  19s.  6i.  to  22s., 
and  casks  at  18s.  6:1.,  and  five  cases  of  good  red  liquid  sold 
at  23s.  6i.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — In  order  to  effect  business  a  decline  of 
Id.  to  81.  per  lb.  was  accepted  for  Rio  (Minas)  description, 
some  15  bales  selling  at  from  4s.  4  I.  to  4>-.  5:1.  per  lb.  for 
fair  cultivated.  Fair  bright  sound  natural  Rio  (Matto 
Grosso)  was  held  at  5s.  all  round,  four  packages  of  sea- 
damaged  selling  at  4s.  61.  to  4s.  10/.  Cartagena  was  not 
offered.  An  arrival  of  50  bales  Rio  (Matto  Grosso)  has 
taken  place  from  the  Continent.  Fifteen  other  bales  of 
Minas  were  bought  in  at  5s.  per  lb. 

Menthol. — An  unusually  large  quantity  was  put  up  with- 
out reserve,  and  met  with  a  decline  of  about  31.  to  6d. 
per  lb.,  compared  with  the  prices Vsked  privately.  Five 
brokers  offered  parcels  aggregating  55  cases,  40  cases  of 
which  were  Kobayashi  brand,  which  sold  at  from  15s.  6d.  to 
15s.  9i.  per  lb.  Yazawa  (5  cases)  sold  at  15s.  67.,  and 
T.  Chiujo  brand  (10  cases)  at  13s.  6:1.  These  prices  were 
rather  better  than  had  been  anticipated,  considering  the 
"  panicky  "  state  of  the  market,  and  the  bulk  of  the  purchases 
were  effected  by  one  broker. 

Musk  Seed. — A  case  of  slightly  mouldy  sold  at  8.1. 
per  lb.,  subject. 


252 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


FEBRUARY  G,  1904 


Myrrh. — Fair  Aden  sorts  sold  at  90s.  per  cwt.,.  and  picked 
was  limited  at  6/.  10s. 

Nux  Vomica.— Ordinary  dull  small  to  medium  from 
Cocanada  sold  at  8s.  per  cwt. 

Oils,  Essential.— In  auction  12  cases  D.  and  O.  Pepper- 
mint Oil  were  limited  at  12s.  6d.  net,  which  price  is  asked 
privately.  A  bid  of  13s.  9d.  is  to  be  submitted  for  5  cases 
of  American  HGH.  For  10  cases  Japanese  dementholised 
(Suzuki)  5s.  6d.  was  wanted,  and  8  cases  "  Chiris "  brand 
peppermint  oil  were  held  at  12s.  net. 

Orris.— Ten  bags  dull  Florentine  sorts  of  old  import  sold 
without  reserve  at  17s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Khubarb.— Quiet.  A  case  of  medium  round  Canton,  with 
three-quarters  pinky  fracture,  sold  at  Is.  5:1.  per  lb.  subject, 
and  2  cases  round  medium  Shensi,  part  roughly  trimmed, 
with  60  per  cent,  good  pinky  fracture,  sold  at  Is.  3d.  Two 
cases  dull  flat  High-dried,  part  wormy,  sold  at  8f  r/.,  and  for 
good  medium  flat,  with  seven-eighths  pinky  fracture,  Uhd. 
was  wanted. 

Sarsaparilla.— Of  22  bales  grey  Jamaica  offered  a  few 
fair  sold  firmly  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  and  for  part-coarse  Is. 
was  wanted.  Six  bales  of  fair  Lima  sold  at  10^.,  and  for 
another  16  bales  lid.  was  wanted,  at  which  sales  have  been 
made  privately.  Nine  bales  of  native  Jamaica  sold  cheaply 
at  Id.  per  lb.  for  dull  to  fair  red,  part  grey,  being  lower, 
and  2  bales  of  fine  bright  red  rolled  sold  at  Wd.  ■  Twelve 
serons  Honduras  were  limited  at  Is.  Id.  par  lb.  In  New 
York  sales  of  Mexican  have  been  made  at  the  equivalent  of 
0,\d ,  c.i.f . 

Scammony-root.— Fair;  quality  is  obtainable  at  22s.  per 
cwt. 

Senega. — The  parcel  offered  had  been  sold  privately  at 
3s.  2d.  per  lb.  net.  There  has  been  more  demand  this  week, 
and  a  small  business  has  been  done,  holders  asking  3s.  3d. 
net. 

Senna.— The  quality  of  the  Tinnevelly  leaf  offered  was 
very  poor,  consisting  mostly  of  yellowish  and  brownish  leaf, 
which  brought  from  l±d.  to  i'jd.,  and  for  small  medium 
specky  greenish  2d.  to  2\d.  per  lb.  was  paid.  Pods  sold  at 
from  l\d.  to  \\d.  Fair  Alexandrian  half-leaf  sold  in  quan- 
tity at  from  2hd.  to  2f^.,  sittings  at  1M  to  2d.,  and  pods 
at  5f<Z. 

Tonka  Beans— Fair  frosted  Surinam  were  held  at  Is.  5d. 
per  lb.  and  small  to  medium  frosted  Para  at  Is.  6d. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  was  firm  to  rathar  dearer,  from 
71.  5s.  to  71.  7s.  6d.  per  cwt.  being  paid  for  fair  red  and 
brown  wax.  Fifteen  packages  of  fair  brown  to  dark  Mada- 
gascar block  sold  at  from  6/.  10s.  to  61.  12s.  6d.  per  cwt., 
subject,  and  wormy  at  6/.  5s.  A  case  of  West  Indian  brought 
6'.  [10s.  Twenty  packages  Madagascar  had  been  sold 
privately,  the  price  not  transpiring.  For  good  brown  Zanzi- 
bar block  71.  was  wanted.  Pipe  and  ball  washeld  at  6/.  15s., 
Cape  at  71.,  and  Chilian  at  71.  10s.  per  cwt.  Four  bags  Aus- 
tralian sold  at  61.  17s.  6d.,  and  an  odd  box  at  71. 


Cablegrams. 

Smyrna  : — The  sales  of  opium  for  the  week  ending 
Wednesday  amount  to  40  cases,  at  from  7s.  9d.  to  8s.  bd. 
per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  according  to  quality.    Market  is  easier. 

Hamburg,  February  4:— Refined  camphor  is  nominally 
quoted  at  660  m.  per  100  kilos.  Golden  seal  is  advancing, 
and  740  m.  is  now  asked.  Grey  Carnauba  wax  is  dearer  at 
215  m.  per  100  kilos. 

New  York,  February  4  :— Business  here  is  good.  Opium 
is  dull  of  sale  at  12.92  per  lb.  in  single  cases.  Quinine  has 
been  reduced  to  22c.  per  oz.,  while  refined  camphor  remains 
a  strong  market  at  75c.  per  lb.  Golden  seal  has  advanced 
to  80c.  per  lb.  Cartagena  ipecacuanha  is  also  higher  at 
$1.20  per  lb.  Menthol  is  easy  at  $5  per  lb.,  and  cascara 
sagrada  is  strong  at  17c.  per  lb. 

Amsterdam,  January  28 :— At  the  auctions  of  cinchona  held 
here  to-day  11,597  packages  were  offered,  weighing  1,014,942 
kilos.,  and  containing  47,504  kilos  quinine  sulphate  (1,660,000  oz.). 

■t  ?  c  n?Ve  1uantity  9,551  packages  were  sold,  at  an  average 
unit  of  o'25c.  per  half-kilo.,  as  compared  with  7  35c.  per  half  kilo 


paid  at  the  auctions  on  December  17.  The  approximate  quan- 
tities of  quinine  purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  were  as 
follows :  The  English  and  American  factories,  13,308  kilos.  ; 
the  Brunswick  factory,  5,863  kilos. ;  the  Mannheim  and  Am- 
sterdam factories,  5,864  kilos. ;  the  Frankfort-on-Main  and 
Stuttgart  factories,  5,311  kilos. ;  and  various  buyers,  9,783 
kilos.  The  prices  paid  for  the  manufacturing  bark  ranged  from 
5c.  to  67c.  per  half-kilo.,  and  for  druggists'  bark  from  3jC 
to  55jic.  per  half-kilo. 

The  Aalesund  Fire. 

Messrs.  W.  Charity  &  Sons,  14  and  15  Harp  Lane,  E.C, 
announce  that  they  have  received  a  letter  from  their  principal, 
Mr.  O.  S.  Jervell,  in  which  he  says  that  the  recent  fire  must  to  a 
large  extent  influence  the  cod-liver-oil  market.  Aalesund,  which 
of  late  years  has  become  the  centre  of  this  industry,  is  the  place 
where  the  Bergen  dealers  buy  the  bulk  of  their  non-freezing  oil, 
and  where  most  of  the  other  large  Lofoten  manufacturers  have 
their  refineries.  The  latter  have  been  destroyed  by  the  fire,  and 
consequently  a  great  scarcity  of  non-freezing  oil  may  be  felt,  as 
the  refineries  elsewhere  in  Norway  will  probably  be  too  busy  with 
their  own  work  to  be  able  to  refine  for  the  many  dealers  who 
hitherto  have  received  their  supplies  through  brokers  from  the 
Aalesund  refineries.  We  understand  that  from  600  to  700  barrels 
of  oil  were  destroyed,  although,  as  previously  advised,  Mr.  JeneTa 
stock  and  refinery  fortunately  escaped. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  little  new  or  of  special  importance  to  be  reported 
regarding  the  general  condition  of  the  heavy  chemical  market. 
The  main  feature  of  interest  continues  to  be  the  firm  all-round 
tone  of  values,  and,  in  spite  of  the  somewhat  slack  demand,  any 
early  alteration  in  this  respect  does  not  appear  likely.  Home  trade 
demand,  with  consuming  branches  fairly  well  employed,  keeps 
moderate.  Paper-makers  are  getting  through  an  average  quantity 
of  raw  material ;  dyers  and  calico-printers  are  steady,  but  bleachers 
and  carpet  manufacturers  are  rather  quiet.  The  latter  remark 
also  applies  to  soap  and  colour  manufacturers. 

Alkali  Pboduce  shows  a  fair  all-round  demand  at  values  as 
recently  mentioned. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  now  quiet,  and  it  has  scarcely  main- 
tained the  firm  tone  lately  ruling.  Nominal  quotations  are : 
Beckton,  13?.;  Beckton  terms,  12?.  17s.  6<?.  to  13?.;  London, 
12?.  17s.  M.  to  13?. ;  Leith,  12?.  16s.  3d.  to  12?.  17s.  6d. ;  and  Hull, 
12?.  15s. 

Benzols. — A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been  passing,  but  it 
has  been  at  slightly  lower  figures,  and  present  tendency  is  not 
specially  firm— 90  per  cent.,  W^d.  per  gal.,  and  50  per  cent.,  l^d- 
per  gal.  Aniline  oil  and  salt  moving  fairly  well  at  unaltered 
rates  of  4Jf?.  and  4j<?.  per  lb.  respectively. 

Magnesium  Salts  in  fairly  steady  request,  and  otherwise 
unchanged.  Chloride  of  magnesium,  62.s.  6f?.  to  67s.  6(?.  per  ton  ; 
Magnesium  sulphate  (Epsoms),  57s.  6<?.  to  62s.  6<?.  per  ton;  Car- 
bonate of  magnesia,  37s.  6(?.  to  40s.  per  cwt. 


Kemball,  Bishop  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  directors'  report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1903,  states  that  after 
valuing  the  stock  at  cost-price,  and  including  expenditure 
for  repairs  and  maintenance  of  plant  and  buildings,  there  is 
a  profit  of  8,108/.  0s.  2d.,  which,  added  to  219/.  12s.  Hd.,  the 
amount  brought  forward  from  1902,  leave  a  disposable 
balance  of  8,327/.  12s  6d.  From  the  above  balance  the 
directors  have  placed  308/.  3s.  to  leaseholds-redemption 
account,  600/.  to  plant  and  machinery  depreciation  and 
renewal  account,  508/.  13s.  7d.  to  reserve  account,  and  150/. 
has  been  written  off  pi  eliminary-expenses  account,  leaving 
the  balance  at  the  debit  of  this  account  at  150/.  After 
deducting  managing-directors'  salaries  and  directors'  fees, 
amounting  to  1.700/.,  and  128/.  6s.  3d.  due  to  vendors  as 
interest,  and  263/.  Is.  7d.  provision  for  income-tax,  there 
remains  an  available  balance  of  4,669/.  8s.  Id.  which,  after 
payment  of  the  6-per-cent.  preference  dividend,  leaves  a 
balance  of  169/.  8s.  Id.  to  be  carried  forward.  The  balance 
of  3  059/.  8s.  lOd.  due  to  vendors  on  December  31,  1902,  was 
paid  off  last  year,  leavirjg  no  further  charge  under  this  head. 
Trade  last  year  was  generally  dull,  and  the  exceptionally  bad 
summer — one  of  the  worst  on  record — contributed  very 
materially  to  the  poorer  result  of  1902,  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  previous  year.  The  volume  of  business  done 
compares  favourably  with  former  years,  and  with  the  return 
of  normal  conditions,  better  results  will  undoubtedly  be 
attained.  Mr.  T.  H.  Fry  retires  from  the  directorate,  but, 
being  eligible,  offers  himself  for  re-elec'ion.  The  annual 
meeting  will  be  held  on  February  9  at  43  Winchester  House, 
Old  Broad  Street,  E.C.,  at  2.30  P.M. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Abies  and  Picea. 

Sir, — I  had  not  intended  to  discuss  any  further  the 
question  concerning  Abies  and  Picea,  but  as  "Xrayser"  in 
his  "  Observations  and  Reflections  "  has  reflected  upon  the 
frequent  shifting  of  botanical  names,  and  implies  that  they 
are  unreasonable,  I  venture  to  question  the  justice  of  his 
point  of  view.  So  keen  a  philologist  as  "  Xrayser  "  seems  to 
me  to  be  living  in  a  glass  house  and  throwing  stones,  which 
observation  must  have  shown  not  to  be  a  commendable 
practice.  '  The  shifting  of  the  meaning  of  words  is  not 
confined  to  botany.  This  fact  is  illustrated  in  "Xrayser's" 
own  "  Observations  and  Reflections,"  page  87.  The  very 
alias  he  uses  is  surely  not  used  in  its  strict  sense,  but  is 
applied  to  the  intellect,  I  presume.  Under  the  paragraph 
"  The  Name  '  Oxygen,' "  he  shows  that  chemistry  is  guilty  of 
the  same  shifting  of  names.  Would  he  recommend  that 
oxygen  should'  still  be  called  dephlogisticated  air,  or  empyreal 
air,  or  le  prinoipe  oxygine]  Would  philologists  contend  that 
the  fir  should  still  be  called  Quereus '.'  He  is  carrying 
philology  very  far,  surely,  when  he  tells  us  that  "human 
speech  is  composed  of  electrons,  five  to  seven  millions  of 
which  go  to  form  each  spoken  word."  As  knowledge 
increases  new  names  must  obviously  be  created  in  all  the 
exact  sciences  and  in  all  branches  of  knowledge,  and  it  is 
hardly  possible  that  this  should  not  be  the  case  in  botany. 
I  learned  chemistry  nearly  twenty  years  before  1883,  and 
certainly  the  chaDges  in  nomenclature  owing  to  the  altera- 
tions of  theories,  and  to  the  separation  of  supposed  elements 
into  several  new  ones,  has  taxed  my  memory  far  more  than 
the  alterations  in  botanical  nomenclature.  The  modern 
pharmacist  surely  must  find  the  senseless  names  given  to 
modern  chemicals  used  in  medicine  quite  as  difficult  to 
understand  and  remember  as  the  most  outrageous  of 
botanical  names.  "Xrayser"  asks,  "What  was  the  tree 
alluded  to  by  Ccesar  when  he  said  he  found  in  Britain  all  the 
trees  except  the  beech  and  the  abies  1 "  I  will  ask  him  an 
easier  question  to  answer :  What  is  the  metal  wodanium  ; 
has  it  changed  its  name,  and,  if  so,  why  1  Philology  might 
throw  some  light  upon  the  question. 

Sevenoaks,  January  30.  E.  M.  Holmes. 

Feeding  Babies. 

Sir, — I  was  much  interested  to  read  your  report  of  the 
paper  read  by  Mr.  Gilmour  on  "  Food-specialisation,"  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Glasgow  Association,  and  the  discussion  that 
followed.  Now,  I,  as  a  small  country-town  chemist,  feel 
rather  proud  of  the  connection  I  have  worked  up  in  infants' 
specialities  during  the  five  and  a  half  years  I  have  been  in 
business,  and  I  think  that  the  Glasgow  chemists  are  either 
not  trying  to  push  their  own  food  lines,  or  they  are  mostly 
bachelors  or  men  without  families,  and  so  they  miss  the  very 
practical  experiences  which  others  more  fortunate  enjoy  ! 
During  each  week  I  have,  on  an  average,  about  forty  confi- 
dential chats  over  the  counter  with  parents  of  young  babies, 
on  the  subject  of  feeding  and  ailment-treating,  and  I  have 
four  young  children  of  my  own,  so  I  may  safely  say  that  I 
have  considerable  experience  in  infantile  disorders.  My 
conclusions  from  this  accumulation  of  evidence  are  that  by 
far  the  most  healthy  children  are  those  reared  "  on  the 
bottle,"  and  that  unless  a  woman  is  particularly  robust,  it  is 
better  for  both  herself  and  child  not  to  nurse  from  the 
breast.  My  own  children  have  been  reared  on  my  own 
infants'  food  from  one  month  old,  and  are  all  particularly 
healthy  and  strong.  The  sales  of  my  food  average  1  cwt. 
per  month,  and  this  connection  brings  orders  lor  other  lines. 
It  is  perfectly  easy  and  simple  to  introduce  an  infants'  food. 
Never  miss  a  chance  of  giving  a  free  sample  wherever  you  I 


know  there  is  a  baby — that  is,  whenever  you  sell  a  soother, 
teething-powder,  or  other  baby-requisite.  It  may  seem, 
theoretically,  that  the  mother's  milk  is  the  best  for  infants, 
but  my  experience  (which  is  considerable  for  the  last  six 
years)  goes  to  prove  the  contrary.  I  apologise  for  troubling 
you  on  this  matter,  but  trust  that  my  hints  may  be  valuable 
to  some  struggling  chemist  whose  practical  experience  of 
pacifying  the  infant  has  not  brought  the  good  results  to  his 
business  which  it  ought.  Of  course  this  cannot  apply  to 
bachelors.  In  order  to  push  an  infants'  food  with  effect,  it 
is  essential  that  the  proprietor  must  have  gone  through  the 
"  mill."  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully. 

Market  Drayton,  February  2.  G.  Morrey. 

Alcohol  in  Tinctures. 

Sir, — Mr.  T.  F.  Harvey,  in  a  paper  on  the  determination  of 
alcohol  in  tinctures,  criticises  Allen's  method,  which  was 
given  in  the  "  Year- Bo  )k  of  Pharmacy,"  1879,  and  is  still  the 
standard  process.    He  says  : 

A  great  disadvantage  of  the  calcium-phosphate  method  is  the 
necessity  of  diluting  the  tincture  from  four  to  eight  times.  The 
alcohol-percentage  corresponding  to  the  sp.  gr.  has  then  to 
be  multiplied  by  the  same  factor,  consequently  increasing  to  a 
similar  extent  the  combined  error  of  the  sp.  gr.  determination  and 
of  the  alcohol-tables. 

Allen's  process,  however,  for  the  estimation  of  alcohol  in 
tinctures  gives  fairly  accurate  results  if  the  following  pre- 
cautions are  used  : 

If  50  c.c.  of  tincture  is  diluted  to  500  c.c.  in  the  manner 
described  by  Allen,  and  400  c.c.  of  the  filtered  solution  taken 
and  distilled  at  a  low  temperature,  the  first  40  c.c.  distillate 
will  contain  the  greater  part  of  the  alcohol  in  40  c.c.  of  the 
original  tincture.  This  amount  of  alcohol  is  determined. 
Another  determination  is  made  on  a  second  quantity  of  dis- 
tillate, and  so  on  until  all  the  alcohol  has  come  over.  The 
sum  of  the  alcohol  found  in  the  distillates  represents  the 
amount  of  alcohol  in  the  original  tincture,  and  no  multipli- 
cation is  required.  Yours  faithfully, 

Exeter,  February  2.  Sydney  C.  Gadd. 

Tha  Lsgality  of  Counter-prescribing. 

Sir, — In  the  substantially  accurate,  but  necessarily  con- 
densed, report  in  the  C.  $  D.  of  January  30  of  my  remarks 
on  this  subject,  the  omission  of  several  subordinate  and 
explanatory  details  invests  my  attitude  with  a  disproportion- 
ately absolute  and  even  aggressive  air.  It  is  true 
that  the  supplementary  reference  to  the  point  in  your 
editorial  on  "  Dispensing-problems "  removes  one  obvious 
source  of  misconception.  But  as  I  am  exceedingly  anxious 
that  there  should  be  no  misunderstanding  as  to  my  exact 
position,  I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  give  publicity  to  the 
ipsissima  verba  of  my  doctrine  on  this  vexed  question  : 

A  certain  type  of  medical  man,  often  represented  in  Scotland  by 
the  shopkeeping  doctor,  protests  vehemently  against  the  usurpation 
of  his  sphere  of  practice  by  counter-prescribing  chemists.  Such 
persons  are  evidently  unaware  of  the  fact  that,  according  to  the 
strict  letter  of  the  law,  counter-prescribing  his  as  sound  a  legal 
baBis  as  the  keeping  of  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  scheduled  poisons 
by  medical  men.  According  to  expert  opinion  of  counsel,  pace 
Sir  Victor  Horsley's  contention  to  the  contrary,  tb.9  Medicil  Acts 
do  not  forbid  the  practice  of  medicine  any  more  than  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  forbid  the  practice  of  pharmacy  by  unqualified 
persons.  Technically,  therefore,  I  am  just  as  much  entitled  to 
prescribe  as  any  other  layman.  And  I  might  even  urge  that, 
inasmuch  as  every  chemist  is  compelled  to  acquire  some  know- 
ledge of  the  properties  and  do?es  of  drugs  for  examination  and 
dispensing  purposes,  he  is  somewhat  better  qualified  to  prescribe 
than  the  man  in  the  street.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  insist  that  the 
chemist  is  just  as  much,  and  no  more,  qualified  to  act  as  a  pre- 
scriber  as  the  msd;cil  man  is  to  keep  open  shop  and  engage  in 
general  dispensing.  Legally  and  morally  the  two  cases  are 
exactly  parallel.  But  in  the  interests  alike  of  the  legitimate 
practice  of  medicine  and  of  pharmacy  both  the  doctor-druggist 
and  the  druggist-doctor  should  be  suppressed. 

I  am,  yours  truly, 
Glasgow,  February  2.  J.  P.  Gilmour. 

Pharmaceutical  Education. 

SIR, — Although  it  is  my  almost  invariable  custom  to  shun 
egoism,  I  think  it  may  interest  your  readers  if  I  give  you  a 
short  autobiography.  Having  successfully  negotiated  the 
Preliminary  examination  whilst  at  school,  I  was  apprenticed 
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to  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  who  had  a  good  family  and 
dispensing  business  in  a  London  suburb.  Here  I  had  to 
work  hard,  but  was  not  confined  to  mere  mechanical 
drudgery,  learning  routine  dispensing  in  the  very  first  year 
by  the  simple  expedient  of  having  to  do  it,  under,  of  course, 
competent  qualified  supervision. 

The  great  advantage  of  my  apprenticeship  was  that,  owing 
to  the  foresight  of  a  relative  who  was  responsible  for  draft- 
ing my  indentures  and  fixing  the  amount  of  the  premium 
paid  (which  was  a  handsome  one),  I  was  enabled  to  take, 
concurrently  with  my  business  training,  a  collegiate  course 
at  the  School  of  Pharmacy  in  Bloomsbury  Square.  I  was 
allowed  one  hour  in  the  first  year  of  my  apprenticeship  each 
afternoon  for  private  study.  During  the  second  year  I  had 
the  privilege  of  attending  the  lectures  on  chemistry  and 
pharmacy  delivered  by  the  late  Professor  Redwood  on  three 
mornings  a  week ;  whilst  in  the  third  period  I  was  enabled 
on  two  mornings  a  week  to  be  present  at  the  discourses  of 
the  late  Professor  Bentley  on  botany  and  materia  medica. 
This  course  of  procedure,  coupled  with  the  aid  of  a  good 
practical  system  of  postal  tuition,  enabled  me  to  pass  the 
Minor  examination  easily,  three  months  before  the  comple- 
tion of  my  pupilage.  I  soon  after  was  equally  successful  in 
the  Assistants'  examination  at  the  Apothecaries'  Hall.  I 
then  found  a  situation  in  a  busy  part  of  London,  where,  for 
services  rendered  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day,  I  was  pro- 
vided with  bed,  board,  and  pocket-money,  and  had  liberty 
accorded  me  on  five  mornings  weekly  to  work  in  the  labora- 
tory of  Professor  Attfield,  with  a  further  privilege  of  privately 
studying  at  any  time  I  pleased  between  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
when  the  pharmacy  was  closed,  and  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  it  was  reopened.  I  was  thus  enabled  to  pass 
the  Major  examination  at  an  early  age. 

Conditions  change ;  examinations  increase  in  stringency. 
An  age  of  luxury  may  have  enervated  the  modern  youth,  but 
the  fact  remains  that  the  secret  of  success  is  adequate 
technical  training  during  apprenticeship,  together  with  the 
allowance  of  sufficient  leisure  to  attend  classes  for  theo- 
retical study.  An  experience  of  many  years  in  various  parts 
of  London,  including  an  historic  house  in  the  West-end,  and 
also  in  provincial  towns,  convinces  me  that  few  pharmacists 
are  so  pressed  throughout  their  working-day  that,  they  cannot 
at  certain  hours  spare  their  apprentices  to  attend  classes. 
The  fortunate  few  who  are  always  busy  must  pay  the 
penalty  of  success  by  non-reception  of  premiums,  whilst  it  is 
decidedly  unfair  to  apprentice  a  youth  in  a  village  or  small 
town,  where  no  educational  facilities  are  available.  No  man 
should  take  an  apprentice  unless  he  is  prepared,  firstly,  to 
teach  a  pupil  the  art  and  practice  of  pharmacy  ;  secondly, 
to  give  him  opportunities  of  learning  the  sciences  which 
explain  the  said  art.  Yours  faithfully, 

Pharmaceutical  Chemist.  (38/30.) 

Minor  Arithmetic. 
Sir, — Will  you  please  inform  me  through  your  paper  how 
the  following  ought  to  be  worked  out :  '■  Make  4  oz.  of  syr. 
calcii  lactophosphatis,  B.P."  My  assistant  was  required  to 
make  this  at  a  recent  examination,  but  did  not  get  his 
quantities  right.  This  I  find  is  the  experience  of  many  at 
Edinburgh.  One  gentleman  had  1  oz.  of  ung.  aq.  rosa;  sine 
ol.  rosre,  and  got  his  quantities  wrong.  It  will  indeed  be 
interesting  to  many  to  know  how  to  work  these  calculations. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Perplexed.  (16/25). 

[In  the  case  of  the  syrup  a  twenty-fifth  of  the  B.P.  quantities 
is  required,  seeing  that  the  product  is  5  pints  or  100  oz.  The 
quantities  necessary  are : 

Calcium  carbonate   44  gr. 

Phosphoric  acid      ...       ...       ...    88  minims 

Lactic  acid    ...       ...       ...       ...  115  minims 

Refined  sugar    2  oz.  and  35  gr 

Orange-flower  water    45  minims 

Distilled  water  to    4  oz. 

The  necessary  calculations  took  us  three  and  a-half  minutes.  We 
cannot  explain  why  examiners  give  such  problems  along  with 
practical  work,  and  we  daresay  that  thoroughly  competent  men 
are  not  troubled  in  the  least  by  them  ;  but  it  is  the  fact  that  a 
considerable  proportion  of  candidates  work  out  results  which 
prove  either  that  they  are  incompetent  arithmeticians,  or  are 
muddled  by  a  oomplexity  which  is  more  apparent  than  real. 
Considering  the  strain  of  the  Minor  examination,  and  the  desira- 
bility of  decreasing  it,  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  those  who  are 


deputed  to  test  the  candidate's  skill  in  compounding  would  leave 
arithmetical  and  other  problems  to  the  examiners  in  theory. — 
Editor.]  .  •  -    "  \ 

Territorial  Bepresentation. 

Sir, — This  is  a  subject  which  has  turned  up  from  time  to 
time  as  far  back  as  I  can  remember,  and  we  have  probably 
heard  all.  that  can.  be,,  said  either  for  or  against  it  long  ago. 
It  has  been  examined,  horizontally,  perpendicularly,  and 
leaning  against  a  post.  It  has  "been  squared,  rounded,  and 
made  into  angles— viewed  geographically,  logically,  theo- 
logically (in  Scotland),  and  mathematically.  It  has  been 
reduced  to  an  exactitude  which  altogether  outdoes  the 
exactitude  of  the  boat  that  upset  because  its  owner  forgot  to 
part  his  hair  in  the  middle.  Not  only  have  various  chemists 
been  quartered  (that  is  a  small  matter)  in  order  to  reach  this 
exactitude,  but  numbers  of  other  people  have  been  split  in 
two  without  their  own  knowledge  or  consent.  If  all  this  is 
merely  serving  as  a  safety-valve  for  surplus  pharmaceutical 
steam,  no  great  harm  can  be  done,  but  hitherto  we  have 
not  been  suffering  from  an  overplus  of  steam,  and  it  is 
just  possible  that  we  are  in  this  case  passing  steam  off 
which  ought  to  be  used  for  making  the  pharmaceutical 
wheels  go  round.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  help  for 
pharmacy  in  this  country  apart  from  legislation  dealing 
with  unqualified  competition,  and  all  our  energies  ought  to 
be  put  out  in  that  direction  no  matter  how  difficult  the 
course  may  appear.  We  have  not  enough  pharmaceutical 
energy  left  to  waste  on  any  serious  effort  to  obtain  territorial 
representation,  even  if  it  were  desirable,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  is.  Indeed  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  would  be  a  disaster 
to  pharmacy.  It  is  better  that  we  should  have  as  our  repre- 
sentatives at  Bloomsbury  Square  men  who  have  succeeded 
in  making  their  names  known  throughout  the  pharmaceutical 
world,  than  that  we  should  be  represented  by  a  number  of 
unknown  men  from  small  districts.  With  all  their  faults 
and  failings,  most  of  our  represent itives  are  at  present  men 
having  sufficient  ability  to  make  them  known  to  all  who 
take  any  interest  in  pharmacy.  Again  it  is  better  to  be 
represented  by  men  who  are  reasonably  near  to  Bloomsbury 
Square,  and  can  attend  to  pharmaceutical  business  promptly, 
even  if  these  men  are  only  of  medium  ability,  than  it  would 
be  to  be  represented  by  men  of  towering  ability  who  are  too 
far  away  from  London  to  be  useful  for  any  purpose  but  that 
of  ornamentation.  We  all  recognise  that  at  present  only 
two  kinds  of  men  are  elegible  for  the  Council — men  who  are 
in  or  near  London,  and  men  from  the  provinces  who  are  old 
enough  to  be  practically  retired  from  business.  This  is 
undoubtedly  bad,  but  territorial  representation  would  accen- 
tuate these  evils.  A  man  living  away  from  London  cannot 
attend  committee,  House  of  Commons  work,  or  indeed  any 
kind  of  work  outside  ordinary  Council-meetings ;  and  if  he  is 
a  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  up  to  the  eyes  in  business,  he 
cannot  attend  at  all.  I  do  not  see  much  sense  in  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  paying  travelling-expenses  to  men  who 
either  know  little  or  care  little  about  the  drug-business,  in 
order  that  they  may  have  a  nice  trip  up  to  London  now  and 
then,  and  these  are  the  only  men  who  can  accept  office  in 
districts  far  away  from  London. 

Dumfries,  February  1.  James  Reid. 

A  Busy  Day. 

Sir, — In  reading  the  remarks  on  above  in  your  last  issue, 
I  notice  nothing  extraordinary  for  crisp  store  lines.  I  find 
no  difficulty  in  attracting  and  serving  between  3,000  and 
4,000  customers  in  a  day,  but  I  have  never  advertised 
the  giving  away  of  5,000  free  samples.  If  we  did,  we 
should  be  certain  of  nearly  5,000  customers  in  addition 
to  the  3,000  as  above.  Of  course  these  figures  appear 
ridiculous  to  managers  who  have  never  handled  sharp  up- 
to-date  businesses,  but  I  see  nothing  extraordinary  in 
attracting  10,000  people  if  you  are  going  to  give  10,000  bottles 
away  free.  If  each  customer  even  only  comes  armed  with  a 
penny  for  the  inevitable  "  liver-pill  "  they  will  appear  all  ; 
same.  Yours  truly, 

Another  Manager.  (36/5.) 

Letters  in  Brief. 

Apothecaries'  Assistants.— Mr.  J.  H.  Sharp  (West  Norwood) 
asks :  "  Why  do  not  th«  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  Apothe- 
caries' Society  come  to  tome  agreement  between  themselves,  or 
take  a  friendly  'test-case'?"    When  the  Pharmacy  Act  was 
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passed  (he  adds)  the  only  qualified  dispenser  then  in  existence 
was  the  "  apothecaries'  man,"  and  a  clause  in  this  very  Act 
( Pharmacy  Act)  states  "that  it  shall  in  no  way  affect  the  business 
of  a  legally  qualified  apothecary."  [Our  correspondent  overlooks 
the  fact  that  pharmaceutical  chemists  were  in  existence  before 
1868.  It  is  consequently  erroneous  to  suppose  that  apothecaries' 
assistants  were  the  only  qualified  dispensers  before  that  time. 
The  two  Societies  are  not  concerned  to  take  a  test-case,  for  as  long 
as  apothecaries'  assistants,  certificated  by  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries, are  actually  in  the  employment  of  apothecaries  in  England 
or  Wales,  the  Pharmacy  Act  does  not  touch  them.  When  they 
are  employed  by  persons  who  are  not  apothecaries,  they  are  out- 
side the  jurisdiction  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society  and  are  amenable 
to  that  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.] 

A  Protest.  —  Lawiencio  (34/37)  sends  us  a  cutting  from 
"  Pearson's  Weekly  "  about  the  cotton-growing  industry,  in  the 
course  of  which  we  are  told  how  "  a  clear  and  sweet  oil,  sold  as 
'  olive '  oil,"  is  pressed  from  the  cotton-seed  kernel.  "  Lawrencio  " 
plaintively  asks,  "Is  there  no  way  of  rectifying  such  blunders  and 
wrong  information  ?  "  Yes,  by  getting  experts  to  write  about 
the  things,  but  there  is  the  great  disadvantage  about  this  way  in 
that  the  writing  loses  the  picturesqueness  which  accompanies 
inaccuracy.  Even  learned  men  take  a  delight  in  reading  such 
papers,  because  they  are  certain  to  get  from  them  something  they 
did  not  know  before,  and  the  mere  fact  that  it  is  all  wrong  is  half 
the  pleasure  of  the  reading. 

Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1904, 
before  formulating  Queries. 

34/39.  Troch. — "Bronchial"  is  a  word  referring  to  an 
organ  of  the  body,  and  bronchial  troches  do  not  come  within 
the  general  charge  of  duty,  because  the  title  does  not  hold 
them  out  for  the  prevention,  cure,  or  relief  of  any  human 
ailment.  Consequently  any  of  the  claims  mentioned  in  the 
general  charge  of  duty  as  involving  liability  do  not  apply. 
"  Smith's  bronchial  troches"  is  therefore  not  a  dutiable  title. 

27/71.  S.  S,  S.  asks :  "  Will  a  dealer  without  a  licence 
be  able  to  sell  a  powder  bearing  a  distinctive  title  such  as 
'  The  King  Powder,'  the  same  having  been  previously  sold  as 
a  headache-powder  with  the  following  label :  '  The  King 
Powder,  for  Headache  and  Toothache  '  ? "  [The  Kevenue 
rule  is  "  once  chargeable,  always  chargeable,"  and  this  is 
justified  by  the  wording  of  the  general  charge  of  duty  ;  but 
the  Board  have  not,  as  a  rule,  enforced  duty  when  recom- 
mendation is  stopped.  This  would  not,  however,  be  followed 
in  the  case,  say,  of  Beecham's  pills,  and  the  King  Powder 
may,  for  all  we  know,  have  a  similar  if  not  so  great  a  repu- 
tation.] 

24/50.  H.  C.  R.—iX)  You  are  certainly  liable  for  all 
work  done  in  connection  with  the  order  up  to  the  time  you 
cancelled  it,  and  we  daresay  the  firm  will  have  no  difficulty 
in  proving  to  the  full  value  of  the  goods.  It  is  unreasonable 
to  expect  manufacturers  to  stop  an  order  two  months  after 
it  has  been  given,  and  they  must  agree  to  the  cancelling  of 
an  order  before  your  liability  ceases.  (2)  You  help  to  make 
yourself  liable  for  the  paper  so  long  as  you  receive  delivery. 

30/17.  A  Subscriber. — The  poison-book  to  which  you 
refer  is  quite  wrong  in  saying  that  carbolic  acid  is  in  the 
first  part  of  the  poison  schedule.  It  is  in  the  second  part, 
and  only  liquid  preparations  containing  over  3  per  cent,  of 
the  acid  are  scheduled.  It  is  only  liniments  containing 
poison  which  have  to  be  put  in  poison-bottles.  See  G.  rf  I). 
Diary,  page  274,  for  full  particulars. 

Information  Wanted. 


36/61.    Who  makes  Dean's  crinelene  1 

37/24.  Who  are  makers  or  agents  for  Manahan's  Japanese 
tar-medicated  toilet-paper  1 

34/18.  Who  are  London  agents  for  A.  Allen  &  Co.,  Phila- 
delphia, makers  of  tablet- machines  3 


There  were  187  new  books  published  on  medicine,  surgery, 
&c.  (the  &c.  includes  pharmacy)  during  1903  and  ninety-five  new 
editions  of  works  previously  published.  This  is  an  increase  on 
the  numbers  for  1902,  which  were  153  new  books  and  eighty- four 
new  editions. 


Comina  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  February  8. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
Cantor  Lecture  III.,  by  Dr.  J.  Lewkowitseh,  on  "  Oils  and 
Fata." 

Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association,  Church  House,  Church  Street, 
at  8.30  p.m.  Business  includes  discussion  on  a  co-operative 
buying  scheme. 

Tuesday,  February  9. 

Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association,  Queen  Hotel,  at  8.45  p.m. 
Monthly  meeting. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Evening  meeting.  Messrs. 
E.  H.  Farr  and  R.  Wright  will  read  papers  on  (1)  the  distri- 
bution of  the  alkaloids  in  Conium  maculatum,  and  (2)  on 
the  disputed  presence  of  a  mydriatic  alkaloid  in  Lactuca 
virosa.  The  papers  will  be  followed  by  an  exhibition  by  the 
Curator  of  the  new  oils  of  eucalyptus  recontly  described  by 
Messrs.  Baker  and  Smith,  together  with  herbarium  specimens 
of  the  plants  and  specimens  of  the  wood  and  bark  of  the 
trees  yielding  such  oils. 

Oxford  Chemists'  Association,  Golden  Cross  Hotel,  at  9  p.m. 
Monthly  meeting. 

Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland,  10  Garfield 
Chambers,  Belfast,  at  11  a.m.    Annual  business  meeting. 

Wednesday,  February  10. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society.    Mr.  J.  Evans 

on  "  The  Nutritive  Value  of  Patent  Foods." 
Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr. 

C.  V.  Boys  on  "  Thermit  :  its  Application  to  Metallurgical 

Engineering." 

Thursday,  February  11. 

Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society,  Ireland.  Bee  Restaurant, 
Royal  Avenue,  Belfast,  at  8  p.m.  Annual  social.  Tickets, 
Is.  each,  may  be  had  from  Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin  (Hon.  Secretary). 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  the  University,  Birming- 
ham, at  8.30  p.m.  The  President  (Mr.  A.  VV.  Gerrard)  will 
read  a  paper  on  '■  Plasters  and  Plaster-spreading." 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Dariey  Street,  at 
9  p.m.  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  on  "The  Attitude  of  Pharmacists 
Towards  Education." 

West  Ham  Chemists'  Associatio »,  Earlham  Hall,  Earlham  Grove, 
Forest  Gate,  E.  Lantern-night. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W., 
at  9  p.m. 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association,  University  Arms  Hotel, 
at  8.o0  p.m.  Annual  dinner.  Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins  (President  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society)  and  Dr.  Donald  Macalister 
(Chairman  of  the  Pharmacopi  eia  Committee)  will  be  present. 
Tickets,  5s.  each,  may  be  had  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr. 
B.  S.  Campkin),  74  Mill  Road,  Cambridge. 

Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy,  122  King's  Road,  at  9  p.m. 
Discussion  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill  and  the  Buying  Club. 

North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Association.    Monthly  meeting. 

Leeds  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  Great  Central  Hotel, 
Leeds,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr.  F.  W.  Branson,  F.I.C.,  will  lecture  on 
"  Radio- active  Elements." 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Westminster  College  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy  has  been  fixed  for  February  15. 

The  twenty-third  annual  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  is  announced 
for  February  24.  Mr.  Percival  Trick,  Salisbury  House,  London 
Wall,  E.C.,  is  the  Hon.  Secretary.    Tickets,  7s.  b(Z.  each. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Leicester  Chemists'  Association  is 
fixed  for  February  18  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Leicester.  Tickets, 
10s.  6(7.  each,  may  be  had  from  Mr.  F.  W.  Goodess  or  Mr.  A.  D. 
Hearnshaw  (the  Hon.  Secretaries). 

The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  West  of  Scotland  College  of 
Pharmacy  will  be  held  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Bath  Street, 
Glasgow,  on  February  17.  Tickets,  3s.  each,  may  be  had  from 
Mr.  Wm.  Graham,  157  St.  Vincent  Street,  Gla-gow. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  is  to  read  a  supplementary 
paper  on  the  spirit  question  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  London 
Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  on  February  22.  Mr. 
Tyrer  will  in  this  communication  give  the  latest  information 
respecting  the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes  in 
various  countries. 
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February  6,  1904 


South  Hfilcan  mews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Messes.  Weight,  Layman  &  Umney  (Limited),  London, 
are  registering  their  trade-marks  covering  Wright's  coal-tar 
soap  and  liquor  carbonis  detergens,  in  respect  of  Classes  2, 
47,  and  48  in  the  Cape  Act. 

Chemists  to  the  Co-op. — Messrs.  K.  James  &  Co., 
chemists  and  druggists,  Market  Square,  Port  Elizabeth,  have 
been  appointed  to  act  in  that  capacity  to  the  Civil  Service 
Co-operative  Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Metric  System  in  Natal. — The  Decimal  Asso- 
ciation is  in  correspondence  with  the  Chambers  of  Commerce 
in  South  Africa,  with  regard  to  the  adoption  of  the  metric 
system.  In  Natal,  although  imperial  weights  and  measures 
are  recognised,  everything  except  coal  is  carried  by  the 
railway  on  a  decimal  basis. 

Natal  Trade. — According  to  a  Reuter  telegram,  the  ex- 
ports from  Natal  for  1903  show  a  decrease  of  27  5  per  cent, 
as  compared  with  1902.  The  imports  amounted  to  15,065,454?., 
an  increase  of  13  1  per  cent.  The  increase  in  British  imports, 
however,  was  only  3  7  per  cent.,  while  German  imports 
increased  44  8  per  cent.,  and  American  42'7  per  cent. 

A  Disclaimer.  —  In  the  "  Cape  Times  "  of  January  13 
appeared  a  disclaimer  by  Mr.  M.  Walker  Pole,  chemist, 
Clifton,  Johannesburg,  to  any  right  to  the  use  of  the  word 
"  Rheumaticuro,"  and  an  expression  of  regret  that  he  should 
have  used  the  word  in  any  shape  or  form.  Mr.  Pole  agrees 
not  to  sell,  offer,  or  expose  for  sale  any  medical  preparation 
except  that  made  by  the  Rheumaticuro  Company,  under  the 
name  of  "  Rheumaticuro." 

Natal  Soap. — About  five  years  ago  a  small  soap-factory 
was  estatablished  in  Sydney  Road,  Durban,  by  Messrs. 
E.  L.  Acutt  and  James  Macintosh.  The  business  has  been  a 
prosperous  one,  and  an  enthusiastic  description  of  the  works 
appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  "  Cape  Times."  From  this 
we  gather  that  the  soap  manufactured  by  the  Natal  Soap- 
works  is  superior  "  in  every  respect  "  to  imported  soaps,  and 
that  the  works  has  now  an  output  of  upwards  of  10,000 
boxes  of  soap  a  month.  Furthermore,  the  fame  of  the  soaps 
has  spread  far  beyond  the  borders  of  the  Colony. 

Cape  Chemists. — Licences  have  been  issued  authorising 
the  undermentioned  to  practise  as  chemists  and  druggists  in 
the  Cape  Colony  :  Arthur  Harry  Freer,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Great  Britain  (Minor,  1898),  late  of  Uppingham,  Rutland  ; 
Robert  Davidson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Great  Britain  (Minor, 
1894),  late  of  Hawick,  N.B.  ;  William  Cherry,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Cape  Colony  (1901);  Walter  John  Dangerfield, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Great  Britain  (Minor,  1893), 
late  of  Paris ;  Frederick  Marshall  West,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Great  Britain  (Minor,  1898),  late  of  Stretford,  Man- 
chester ;  Robert  Adrian  Holden,  chemist  and  druggist,  Great 
Britain  (Minor,  1896),  late  of  Brighton ;  Alfred  John  Suther- 
land, chemist  and  druggist,  Great  Britain  (Minor,  1903). 

Rand  Notes. — Our  Johannesburg  correspondent,  writing 
on  January  11,  says  business  on  the  whole  is  rather  brisker 
than  it  has  been  for  some  considerable  time  past,  but  there  is 
still  vast  room  for  improvement.  The  text  of  the  Labour- 
importation  Ordinance  has  been  published,  and  now  only  re- 
mains to  be  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council,  so  that  we 
may  reasonably  expect  to  see  the  pigtails  in  our  midst 
within  the  next  few  months,  providing  war  does  not  break 
out  in  the  Far  East. — Mr.  T.  Surman,  representing  Messrs.  S. 
Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  London,  is  at  present  in  Johannesburg. — 
Mr.  A.  Rennie  has  removed  his  business  from  the  corner  of 
Pritchard  and  Von  Brandis  Streets  to  premises  a  few  doors 


further  down  Pritchard  Street,  lately  occupied  as  the  bar  for 
Heath's  Hotel. — The  late  Mr.  J.  Bronte's  business  is  in  the 
market  for  sale. — -The  value  of  chemicals  and  toilet-re- 
quisites imported  into  the  Transvaal  for  a  period  of  ten 
months  ending  October,  1903,  was  239,097?.,  as  compared 
with  117,262?.  in  the  previous  year  for  a  corresponding 
period. 

Natal  Notes. — Mr.  V.  G.  Acton,  chemist  and  druggist, 
formerly  with  Messrs.  Turner  &  Co.,  of  Maritzburg,  has  started 
business  in  Durban,  at  the  Co-operative  Buildings,  Berea 
Road.  Durban  is  well  supplied  "with  chemists  at  the  present 
time,  no  fewer  than  thirty-two  shops  being  open  amongst  a 
population  of  30,000  whites  and  about  thirty  thousand  blacks. 
— Business  people  are  already  speculating  upon  the  strained 
relations  between  Russia  and  Japan,  writes  our  Durban  cor- 
respondent, and  conjuring  up  all  kinds  of  terrible  things  for 
this  Colony  should  Great  Britain  become  embroiled  in  the 
affair.  Business  all  over  the  country  is  quite  bad  enough 
now ;  what  it  would  be  under  war  conditions  is  too 
dreadful  to  contemplate. — The  Natal  Government  Railways 
Department  has  adopted  the  collect-on-delivery  system.  The 
Department  thus  collects  from  consignees  the  declared  value 
of  consignments  (other  than  live-stock)  on  delivery,  on  behalf 
of  the  sender,  the  receiving-station  remitting  the  amount 
through  the  sending-station  to  the  sender.  The  rates  of 
commission  for  collecting  from  consignees  on  behalf  of  the 
sender  the  amount  recoverable  in  respect  of  the  value  of  the 
consignment  are  :  Not  over  1?.,  3d.  ;  not  over  21.,  Qd. ;  not 
over  5?.,  Qd. 

Tbade  throughout  South  Africa,  writes  our  Cape 
correspondent,  is  very  indifferent,  and  the  more  immediate 
outlook  is  far  from  reassuring.  As  was  only  natural,  towards 
Christmas  business  looked  up  somewhat,  but  fell  directly 
after  the  holidays.  Retailers  do  not  so  much  complain  of 
the  turnover  they  are  doing,  as  inability  to  collect  their 
accounts.  In  wholesale  circles  a  general  slump  is  in 
evidence.  Complaints  are  heard  on  every  hand  both  as  to 
lack  of  orders  and  money,  and  interest  is  being  charged  by 
some  Cape  firms  on  overdue  accounts.  The  oldest  member 
of  the  drug-trade  at  the  Cape  cannot  remember  a  previous 
occasion  in  the  history  of  the  trade  when  business  was  so 
absolutely  bad.  Foreign  representatives  are  complaining, 
and  those  more  directly  associated  with  drugs  and  chemicals 
blame  the  military  authorities  in  no  small  measure  for  their 
troubles,  since  the  market  has  been  flooded  with  goods 
which  were  sold  at  less  than  home  cost.  Orders  are  small — 
in  fact,  South  Africa  is  buying  at  this  moment  just  what  she 
is  absolutely  forced  to.  The  f alling-off  of  shipping  in  Table 
Bay  is,  perhaps,  the  greatest  sign  of  all  of  the  unsatisfactory 
state  of  affairs.  That  the  year  1904  is  going  to  be  a  bad 
one  from  a  business  point  of  view  is  the  universal  opinion  at 
the  Cape. 


British  pharmaceutical  Conference* 


A MEETING  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  on 
January  25  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.  There 
were  present  Mr.  N  .H.  Martin  (Vice-President),  in  the  chair, 
Messrs.  Holmes,  Naylor,  and  Ransom  (Vice-Presidents),  Mr. 
J.  C.  Umney  (Hon.  Treasurer),  Messrs.  Peck  and  White  (Hon. 
General  Secretaries),  Mr.  Bird,  and  Professor  Greenish. 
Apologies  for  absence  were  received  from  Messrs.  Attfield, 
Atkins,  Beggs,  Boorne,  Dott,  Druce,  Gadd,  Payne,  and 
Squire. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  had  been  read  and 
confirmed,  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Carteighe,  Chairman 
of  the  "  Compendium  "  Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  in  answer  to  that  sent  by  the  Executive  on 
November  14,  1903,  and  after  a  somewhat  lengthy  discussion 
a  reply  was  drafted,  the  Hon.  Secretaries  being  instructed  to 
forward  the  same. 

Two  new  members  were  elected. 


The  total  imports  of  druggists'  sundries  and  chemicals  into 
Switzerland  during  1902  amounted  to  1,538,000?.  (55,000?.  from 
the  United  Kingdom).  The  principal  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  consisted  of  :  Varnishes,  6,600?. :  stearine,  6,000?.  ; 
arsenic,  sugar  of  lead,  borax,  soda  salts,  5,000?. ;  and  pharma- 
I  ceutical  preparations  packed  for  wholesale  and  retail,  4,600?. 
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BRANCH  or  outdoor  Assistant ;  town  or  suburbs  ;  unqualified  ;  48 ; 
married,  no  encumbrance  :  Extractor:  permanency  desired  ;  3  years' 
present  place  as  Manager;  disengaged  next  week.  "Borax"  (108/4U), 
Office  of  tins  Paper. 


UNQUALIFIED  (27$),  married,  12  years'  experience,  desires  per- 
manency ;  Dispenser,  Prescriber,  Extractor  ;  Photography  (including 
enlarging,  *c.) ;  abstainer  ;  good  references.  "  Nyddsley,"  14  Milton  Road, 
Waterloo,  Liverpool. 


tin  ANAGER  or  Assistant,  thoroughly  experienced  in  all  branches  ; 
I  wl  highest  references ;  specially  adapted  in  working  up  a  declining 
business'.  Yorkshire  or  North  preferred;  disengaged  March.  "Apenta" 
(105/34),  Office  of  (his  Paper. 


BRANCH  Manager  or  Senior;  qualified;  35;  married;  15  years' 
Lon  on  and  country  experience ;  good  Dispenser  and  Prescriber ; 
thoroughly  understands  Photography  ;  permanency  desired ;  London  or 
suburbs ;  well  recommended ;  disengaged  end  February.  Courtney, 
91  Earlsbrook  Road,  Re.lhill,  Surrey. 


WHOLESALE. 


YOUNG  man  (26),  4  years'  experipnce  in  Hospital  Laboratory,  wants 
situation.    "  Rhei,"  98  Geneva  Road,  Brixton. 

SITUATION  required    (Drys,  Wets);  experienced  both  counters; 
good  references.    106/4),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


ASSISTANT  (30),  12  years'  experience,  seeks  situation  in  Wholesale 
House.    "P.,"  15  Thane  Villas,  Holloway,  London. 


E 
A 


XPERIENCED    Invoice-Clerk,    5  years   with  Evans,  Lescher  & 
Webb,  seeks  change.    '•  H.,"  2  Almeida  street,  Islington. 

SSISTANT  (25),  requires  situation  in  Wholesale,  Wet  or  Dry  Counter. 
"  Nemo,"  Victoria  Cottage,  Victoria  Street,  Upper  Bangor. 


QUALIFIED  Chemist,  experienced  in  all  branches,  wishes  to  Re- 
present good  firm.   "Energetic  "  (80/33),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

EXPERIENCED  Representative  seeks  re-engagement  with  well- 
known  Medical  and  Veterinary  house.    109/6,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


DVERTISER  (33),  12  years'  experience,  desires  situation  as  Repre- 
l    sentative  ;  Eastern  Counties  preferred.    105/38,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


ADVERTISER,  several  years  with  leading  Firm  ;  Correspondence 
and  Advertising  department;  capable  organiser.   Apply,  103/2 l, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

YOUNG  Man  seeks  situation  ;  experience  in  Glass  Bottles,  despatch  ot 
Drugs  and  Proprietary  Articles,  &c. ;  disengaged.  '  P.,"  7  Worniugton 
Road,  Westbourne  Park. 

ADVERTISER  wishes  position  as  Traveller  ;  aged  32  ;  13  years'  good 
Retail  experience  ;  gentlemanly  and  energetic ;  disengaged  March. 
"  L.  J."  (105/37),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

SITUATION  wanted  in  Manufacturing  Perfumers,  by  practical  man  ; 
well  up  in  all  articles  pertaining  to  the  Toilet,  Perfumes,  Soaps,  &c. ; 
good  reference.    109/11,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

CHEMIST  open  to  engagement ;  14  years'  Laboratory  experience  ;  has 
filled  similar  position  with  London  houses  ;  used  to  control  of  men  ; 
highest  references.    "Progressive  "  (108/3),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


ADVERTISER,  having  connection  with  Chemists,  Doctors,  &c, 
desires  re-engagement  as  Traveller  (Drugs,  Sundries),  or  accept 
position  as  Wholesale  Manager.  "Experienced"  (109/3),  Office  of  this 
Paper. 


3*.  Qd.for  50  words  or  less;  Qd.for  every  10  words  beyond,. 

AGENT  required  in  Glasgow  (by  London  firm  of  Merchants  and 
Importers),  for  sale  of  well-known  Products,  in  bulk;  first-class 
connection  with  all  Wholesale  Druggists  indispensable.  Write,  stating 
articles  already  handled.  Address,  "Merchants,"  72  Fenchurch  Street, 
London,  B.C. 

WANTED,  Exclusive  Sale  for  British  Products.— A  German  Wholesale 
Firm  (  Leipzig),  with  best  connections  of  Trade  (Druggists,  Essence 
Distillers,  Perfumers;  &c),  solicits  General  Agencies  for  British  Products  of 
the  Drug.  Chemical,  or  Pharmaceutical  lines  ;  best  references.  Offers  to 
"  L.  F.  960,"  c/o  Rudolf  Mosse,  Leipzig,  Germany. 


WEST  HAM  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  special  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  afternoon  at  the 
Earlham  Hall,  Forest  Gate,  Mr.  Harold  Mitchell  presiding. 

The  Association  discussed  the  paper  read  by  Mr.  Savage  at  the 
last  meeting  on 

Breaking  Bulk  of  Proprietaries. 

Mr.  Savage  submitted  that  the  practice  is  common,  and  results 
in  a  considerable  loss  to  the  Inland  Revenue.  He  thought  the 
Medicine-stamp  Acts  were  not  in  accordance  with  present  ideas  of 
taxation.  He  proposed  that  the  Secretary  be  asked  to  write  the 
Federation  of  Chemists'  Associations  directing  attention  to 
breaking  bulk,  and,  if  desirable,  to  approach  the  Inland  Revenue. 
Mr.  Barnes  seconded.  Mr.  Blades  proposed  as  an  amendment 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  he 
ultimately  withdrew  this. 

The  question  of 

Co-operative  Buying 
was  then  considered,  the  discussion  being  opened  by  Mr.  Soper, 
who  explained  that  a  scheme  had  been  discussed  by  a  committee 
of  the  Association.  This  proposed  that  those  who  join  in  co- 
operative buying  should  so  arrange  matters  that  they  could  have 
recourse  to  certain  centres  in  the  district  for  supplies  as  they 
required  them.  He  read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Brighton  Association  explaining  the  working  of  the  depot  scheme 
there. 

The  Secretary  said  the  Brighton  scheme  would  not  work  in 
West  Ham.  Mr.  Barnes  remarked  that  the  P.A.T.A.  is  soon  to 
discuss  co-operative  buying.  He  thought  some  wholesalers  were 
feeling  the  pinch.  Mr.  Forbes  thought  there  would  be  no 
advantage  in  their  buying  direct  from  the  makers.  Mr.  Potter 
and  the  Chairman  having  spoken,  it  was  decided  to  defer  further 
consideration. 


WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT. 

A  Packer's  Accident. 

At  the  Shoreditch  County  Court,  on  Thursday,  February  1 
before  Judge  Smyly,  K.C.,  the  case  of  King  v.  Allen  was 
heard,  it  l^iDg  an  application  for  an  award  under  this  Act  by 
Henry  Thomas  King,  a  chemical-packer,  from  his  employers 
Messrs.  Stafford  Allen  &  Sons,  6  Cooper  Street,  Finsbury,  E.c' 
Mr.  Drury,  for  the  applicant,  said  that  the  cas9  was  a  rather 


unfortunate  one  as,  as  a  result  of  the  injury  the  man  had  received, 
he  was  now  practically  blind,  though  it  would  be  admitted  that 
his  sight  was  not  perfect  beforehand.  On  August  19  last,  King 
was  working  at,  a  bench  packing,  and  opposite  was  a  second  packer 
named  Medlock.  King  stooped  down  to  attend  to  his  boot,  and  at 
the  same  moment  Medlock  discovering  a  defective  wooden  hoop 
on  a  barrel,  thi'ew  it  aside,  and  it  bounded  off  the  bench  and 
struck  King  across  the  nose  and  eves.  Since  that  timi  he  had 
been  treated  at  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  and  also  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's and  the  German  Hospitals,  and  there  was  now  just  an 
indication  that  the  s-ight  might  be  partially  restored,  though  at 
present  he  could  only  get  about  with  a  guide.  He  had  been  in 
the  employ  of  the  respondents  for  about  eight  or  nine  years  and 
his  wages  were  24s.  a  week.  Mr.  Willis  said  the  defence  was  that 
King  had  for  the  last  two  years  been  suffering  from  coming-on 
blindness  and  actually  was  unable  to  see  without  the  aid  of 
glasses,  and  that  his  present  condition  was  no  more  due  to  the 
accident  than  to  what  was  daily  making  itself  more  and  more 
manifest  in  the  disease  he  was  afflicted  wioh. 
The  applicant  having  given  evidence, 

Dr.  Hush  Oldfield,  of  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  and  Dr.  Adolph 
Gruber,  Wimpole  Street,  the  ophthalmic  specialist  to  the  German 
Hospitil,  gave  evidence  as  to  the  state  of  th^  applicant's  eyes, 
and  agreed  that  the  condition  was  due  to  the  injury  and  not 
former  disease. 

For  the  defence,  Dr.  Worth,  Harley  Street,  consulting 
ophthalmic  specialist  for  the  East  Ham  and  West  London 
Hospital,  and  senior  specialist  at  Moorfields  Hospital,  said  that 
the  only  conclusion  he  could  arrive  at  was  that  the  man's  present 
condition  was  due  to  the  disease,  and  not  to  a  blow  —in  fact,  he  did 
not  believe  the  blow  in  any  way  hastened  the  blindness. 

Arthur  Medlock,  a  packer,  said  that  when  he  discovered  the 
defective  hoop  he  showed  it  to  King,  and  as  the  latter  stooped 
down  witness  larkingly  tried  to  put  it  over  his  head  ;  but  just  at 
the  time  King  stood  up,  and  consequently  the  hoop  caught  the 
man's  face.    At  the  time  witness  apologised. 

Evidence  in  respect  to  plaintiff's  failing  vision  having  been 
called,  Mr.  Willis,  for  the  respondents,  submitted  that  it  was 
clear  anything  that  occurred  was  in  a  lark  for  which  the  respon- 
dents were  not  liable,  and  that  the  medical  evidence  proved  that 
King's  condition  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  disease  he  had 
been  afflicted  with  for  years. 

His  Honour  said  that  the  case  was  one  that  went  so  close  to  the 
limits  of  liability  or  non-liability  that  he  considered  it  would  be 
necessary  for  him  to  make  special  findings  in  making  an  award 
with  the  view  to  an  appeal,  which  he  presumed  would  follow.  He 
J  therefore  reserved  judgment. 
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Xonfcon  2>ru$  Statistics, 


The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  supplied 
by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and  deliveries 
of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public 
warehouses  for  the  month  of  January,  1904,  and  to  the  stocks  on 
January  31. 


January 

Stocks 

19C4 

Landed 

Delivd. 

19C4 

1903 

Ttyi  m*t"rl 
1 1 1 J  JJ1  uu. 

Delivd 

„   gourds 

91  Q 

... 
2u4 

869 

1,335 

219  • 

254 

~~Z 

1 

— 

— 

Aniseed,  star  ....  cs 

~ 

6 

9 

— 

Arrowroot ....  pkgs 

J.,U4U 

l,b/2 

13,067 

14,452 

1,040 

1,672 

Balsams  **  cks,  &c. 

40 

to 

765 

600 

40 

65 

570 

1,441 

— 

Oardamoms  . .  cs,  &c. 

585 

2,187 

2,093 

585 

£42 

Cinchona    ....  pkgs 

2bl 

396 

5,313 

8,014 

251 

396 

Cochineal  ......  bgs 

45 

71 

728 

45 

71 

4 

1,168 

1,281 

4 

Dragon's-blood  . .  cs 

115 

57 

1 

57 

468 

4,6  L4 

6,140 

57 

468 

Gums— 

Ammoniacum 

1  7 

7/1 
04 

~ 

— 

50 

13 

282 

507 

50 

13 

o,  /oo 

5,601 

30,7y5 

19.183 

3,786 

5.E0L 

1  871 

2  175 

10,043 

9,678 

1,871 

2,175 

Asafetida  ....  „ 

314 

Du 

393 

536 

314 

65 

Benzoin    ....  „ 

26  L 

182 

1,156 

1,£02 

261 

184 

61  2 

799 
OC.C. 

2,677 

2,560 

612 

322 

Galbanum  „ 

3 

rr 

— 

Gamboge  ....  „ 

21 

77 

6 

38 

21 

33 

Guaiacum ....  „ 

18 

00 

68 

18 

1 

Kauri   . .  ton?,  net 

24/ 

140 

1,171 

845 

247 

175 

Kino  pkgs 

1 77 

167 

2 

4 

Mastich   

13 

21 

— 

Myrrh,  E.I.  .,  „ 

g 

34 

G7 
DO 

96 

6 

34 

Olibanum ....  „ 

395 

178 

965 

1,050 

395 

178 

Sandarac  ....  ,, 

115 

96 

1,152 

1,490 

115 

96 

Tragacanth  . .  „ 

1,125 

1,097 

4,262 

2,958 

1,125 

1,097 

Ipecacuanha — 

30 
9 

Matto  Grosso  „ 

8 

404 
155 

}  540 

8 

f  30 
1  9 

Cartagena   „ 

1 

12 

165 
14 

|  328 

1 

12 

5 

121 

112 

5 

Nux  vomica ....  pkgs 

23 

46 

Oils— 

*Aniseed,star  ..  cs 

10 

1 

200 

1,011 

10 

1 

25 

6 

110 

426 

25 

6 

15  J 

194 

7u5 

634 

150 

194 

Cocoa-nut ....  tons 

141 

157 

324 

191 

141 

157 

Olive  ....  cks,  &c. 

21b 

107 

651 

1,148 

216 

157 

4 

5 

4 

5,217 

2,024 

207,350 

222,517 

5,217 

2,024 

24 

35 

26/ 

618 

24 

35 

Sarsaparilla  bb,  &c. 

119 

114 

281 

86 

119 

114 

Senna             „  „ 

412 

252 

2,579 

2,283 

412 

252 

5,632 

2,720 

20,259 

22,362 

5,63i 

2,720 

56 

25 

485 

463 

53 

25 

Wax,  bees*  ....  pkgs 

288 

512 

1,385 

1,434 

288 

512 

„   Japan  .  .cs,  &c. 

135 

68 

450- 

239 

135 

68 

*  Stocks  lying  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's  Quay  are  not  included  in 
ths  return. 

t  Includes  the  quantity  at  Red  Lion,  Bull,  and  Smith's  Wharves  :  also  tie 
Do  :ks. 


Canadian  Botee. 


Drug-clerks'  Club  in  Montreal.— The  Montreal  drug- 
clerks  (i.e.,  chemists'  assistants)  have  for  some  time  been 
endeavouring  to  combine  on  the  question  of  early  closing, 
and  to  give  effect  to  their  desires  a  dinner  was  held  at  the 
Oxford  Cafe,  Montreal,  on  Thursday  evening,  January  28  It 
was  attended  by  100  members,  and  it  was  resolved  to 
form  the  Montreal  Drug  Club,  with  the  following  officers  : 
President,  Mr.  Leo  Ryan  ;  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Dearden  ; 
Committee,  Messrs.  J.  Goulden,  F.  Spearman,  J.  J.  Weinfeld, 
W.  P.  Wilson,  M.  Fisher,  and  Owen  H.  Tansey.  The  main 
idea  of  the  gathering  was  kept  well  to  the  fore,  and  everyone 
present,  whether  employer  or  employe,  signed  their  names 
as  prospective  members  of  the  new  club. 

The  "  Sro?"  was  very  much  in  evidence  in  the  table- 
decorations,    condensers,   stills,  mortars,  percolators,  and 


other  apparatus  used  in  the  trade  being  set  amorg  the  palms 
and  floweis  which  decorated  the  tables.  The  piosperity  of 
the  new  club  was  toasted  in  a  somewhat  unusual  fashion, 
the  toast  being  diunk  from  footed  test-tubes  bearing  a. 
label  giving  the  name  of  the  new  club,  and  the  guests  took 
these  home  as  souvenirs. 

After  the  usual  Loyal  Toasts  and  the  National 
Anthem  bad  been  sung,  Mr.  Leo  Ryan  spoke  of  the  diffi- 
culties under  which  orug-cleiks  labour  in  Montreal,  the 
worst  features  being  the  close  confinement  and  the  long 
hours,  several  working  as  many  as  sixteen  hours  a  day.  In 
circumstances  like  these  they  could  hardly  be  expected  to  do 
full  justice  to  themselves  or  their  employers.  To  bring  about 
a  better  state  of  affairs  special  efforts  were  to  be  made,  and 
he  uiged  the  necessity  of  immediate  aciim  in  regard  to 
securing  the  desiied  early  closing,  suggesting  ten  o'clock  as 
the  most  convenient  hour  for  their  employers.  "  'J  he  Montreal 
Drug  Club  "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  O.  H.  Tansey,  and  responded 
to  by  Messrs.  J.  Reid  and  A.  B.  J.  Flynn. 

Mr.  A.  B.  J.  Moore  announced  that  the  officials  of  the 
College  of  Pharmacy  had  decidtd  that  at  the  Ma  ch  exami- 
nations the  students  would  be  asked  nine  questions  instead 
of  six  as  formerly.  Three  of  these  questions  would  be  com- 
pulsory. "  Our  Guests  "  was  replied  to  by  Messrs.  W.  H.  Chap- 
man, E.  Muir,  J.  A.  Dyke,  W.  J.  White,  and  M  Barre.  A 
very  successful  musical  programme  was  rendered  by  Messrs. 
Si  Dugan,  J.  Donnelly,  M.  Russell,  F.  Brown,  M.  Moir,. 
W  P.  Wilson,  G.  Porter,  E.  Rogers,  and  H.  Dunn. 

This  makes  the  Third  Association  of  the  kind  at 
present  existing  ia  Montreal,  the  two  others  being  the 
•■  Pharmacie  Laborieuse  "  and  "  Les  fitudiants  en  Pharmaoie."' 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  at  an  early  date  they  will  join  their 
separated  forces  and  make  one  strong  and  effective  organi- 
sation. 

"  ELEMENTARY  DISPENSING- 
PRACTICE." 

By  Joseph  Ince,  F.C.S. 

Published  at  the  offices  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  price  3s.  6i.  net  (by  post, 
3s.  9d.).  To  be  obtained  from  most  wholesale  houses  at  the 
published  price. 

Extracts  from  Reviews. 

This,  it  seems  to  us,  is  an  admirable  book.  Unlike  many 
written  by  those  who  know  for  those  who  do  not  know,  it  is 
simple,  clear  except  in  one  place,  and  does  not  assume  knowledge 
where  there  is  probably  none.  Now  that  so  many  medical  men 
dispense  their  own  medicines  with  their  own  hands  (and  we 
suppose  that,  despite  a  recent  proposal,  they  will  continue  to  do 
so),  a  book  like  this  should  find  great  favour  with  the  country 
practitioner  in  remote  districts,  for  it  is  full  of  useful  hints.  As 
an  example  of  the  clearness  with  which  the  book  is  written  we 
may  refer  to  the  directions  given  on  page  88  for  freeing  the  yelk 
of  a  raw  egg  from  the  white.  There  is  nothing  more  easy  to  do 
when  the  doer  knows  how,  and  nothing  more  difficult  for  him  who 
has  never  done  it  before.  .  .  .  Mr.  luce,  we  learn  from  an  editorial 
note,  is  nearing  his  eightieth  year,  but  we  hope  that  while  he 
is  still  with  us  he  will  write  a  simple  cookery-book  on  the  lines  of 
the  work  now  before  us,  for  it  would  be  a  boon  to  many  a  young 
housekeeper. — The  Lancet. 

A  series  of  short  chapters  on  dispensing  generally,  with  special 
references  to  pills,  powders,  mixtures,  emulsions,  and  sup- 
positories, form  a  handy  little  book,  written  in  an  agreeable  and 
readable  style.  Grammatical  allusions  are  interspersed  through- 
out the  subject-matter,  and  several  chapters  are  headed  by 
grammatical  notes.  .  .  .  The  special  chapters  on  pills,  emulsions., 
and  suppositories  are  excellent,  and  sufficiently  full  for  the 
purpose  intended,  although  a  few  more  modern  formulse  might 
have  been  introduced  in  place  of  several  very  old-fashioned  ones. 
.  .  .  The  examples  of  more  or  less  lengthy  Latiu  directions,  now 
unfortunately  so  seldom  seen,  will  all  be  useful  to  the  young 
student.  Altogether  this  book  is  a  very  safe  one  to  hand  to  the 
apprentice,  for  he  will  be  able  to  read  it  without  aDy  great  strain 
on  his  mental  capacity,  and  it  will  give  him  a  good  practical  intro- 
duction to  his  life's  work .  For  this  reason  it  forms  a  usefui 
addition  to  the  series  it  represents.  Old  pupils  of  the  author  will 
recall  many  an  agreeable  memory  from  a  perusal  of  its  pages,  as 
it  is  full  of  that  quaint  diction  and  those  momentary  digressions 
from  the  immediate  subject  in  hand,  so  characteristic  of  their 
genial  old  teacher.  —The  Pharmaceutical  Journal. 


